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Superintendent Zhang’s Farewell Message 

Three years ago, I stood on the stage at Carnegie Hall and delivered my commencement speech to the Stuyvesant High School Class of 2016. At 
the time, I made the announcement of transitioning from being the principal of over three thousand students to being the superintendent of 
NYMA. I told my students then, “instead of riding the escalators to go between floors, I will be walking freely on a flat 127-acre campus”.  After 
walking freely on a flat 127-acre campus for three years, I have decided to graduate from NYMA, just like the rest of you, and accepted a new 
position as the head of a new high school in Shanghai, China, where I left 34 years ago. Unfortunately sailing up or down the Hudson River will 
not bring you to me, but it is only a 15-hour flight away. I want to take this opportunity to thank everyone here today for all of the opportunities 
and experiences you have provided me during my time at NYMA.   

Soon, you will all be NYMA alumni. This is a title you will have for life. During my time at NYMA, I attended a number of NYMA Alumni events, and 
had the opportunity to meet alumni from the past six decades. The repeated theme throughout these events was that the friendships made at 
NYMA have lasted their entire lifetime. They all agreed that their shared experiences from attending NYMA together created a bond unlike any 
other in their lives.   

I am confident that each and every one of you will have the same experience. The friends you have made at NYMA will remain with you for a 
lifetime. You will share with each other all the joys that your futures hold.  

You are leaving NYMA with so much more than just a diploma. You are leaving us more mature and ready to face the future. But most 
importantly, you are leaving with wonderful memories and a legacy. As I head off, just as you will, to the new and exciting chapter in our lives, I 
wish everyone smooth sailing. We may never meet again in person but with Facebook, LinkedIn, WeChat, Snapchat, Instagram, Twitter, and so 
much more, we will never really lose each other! Congratulations! 

 

Congratulations to the Class of 2019 and the Class of 2023! 

Have a Great Summer! 


