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Superintendent's Message 
Today we held our annual Awards Ceremony. (pictured right, top row) Nearly 200 
people attended the event. Congratulations to all the award recipients for being 
recognized for their outstanding academic achievement. These results were only a 
fraction of what they had accomplished throughout the school year. None of this could 
have happened without our dedicated teachers, who have worked so hard guiding our 
cadets to win these prizes tonight.  
Thanks to Ms. Simon, our beloved art teacher, for putting up the wonderful art 
exhibition. I personally enjoyed walking around and viewing the art work done by our 
cadets. (pictured right, 2nd row)  
We officially entered the final exam week and by Wednesday, June 5th, all cadets will 
have finished with their exams. After the final GPAs are calculated, we will announce 
the academic scholarship awardees.  
Great news! So far, we have received more than 200 applications for our summer 
programs and registration is still open. If your child is interested in attending, please 
apply online at https://www.nyma.org/programs/summer-leadership-program/. All 
current cadets and their siblings will receive a 15% discount for the two-week session. 
I am so excited to hear that some of our recent graduates and rising seniors will be 
working for our summer programs. If your cadet is interested, please email Ms. Dong 
at bdong@nyma.org.  
It’s hard to believe that there is only one more week to go before the school year ends! 
I wish all the cadets lots of luck on their final exams and look forward to seeing many 
family members at the Graduation/Step-Up ceremony!  

 

Dean’s News 
Just one more week until the graduation ceremony for the Class of 2019 takes place and summer vacation officially begins for all.  All that separates 
students from summer is a week of finals and perhaps projects or classroom presentations. The final marking period ended this past Wednesday, so 
those grades should be ready to view by Wednesday, June 5th. Here are some highlights on what’s going on in the classrooms 

The AP Biology class invited me in to their classroom presentations discussing their experimental findings testing the effects of different variables on 
plant seed germination and growth. Serena Yang was experimenting with what benefits the presence of earthworms in soil would have on germination 
and growth of her plant.  The happy scientist is pointing to her results. (pictured below, 1st and 2nd image) 

Reuben Zhang’s experiment involved variations on the amount of water plants need to receive to achieve optimum growth.  (pictured below, 3rd image) 
Rumor has it that the “dependent” variable in all of the experiments was Serena watering all of their plants, even on the weekend. 

https://www.nyma.org/programs/summer-leadership-program/
mailto:bdong@nyma.org
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Mr. Anderson’s Psychology course concluded their study of Psychological Disorders by watching clips of Winnie the Pooh and attempting to diagnose 
all of the characters. Debates included whether Christopher Robin is schizophrenic or just a regular child. Does Pooh have an eating disorder, causing 
him to binge on honey, or some form of obsessive-compulsive disorder? It was a fun way to finish a fun course. 

The U.S. History class finished the year with the Civil Rights Movement of the 1950’s and 1960’s, looking 
at it from different angles through the speeches and ideas of key leaders like Martin Luther King, 
Malcolm X, and Stokely Carmichael. They continued the discussion that both Martin and Malcolm had of 
how well the U.S. has lived up to the promises of the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution. 
With many different nationalities represented in the class, students had a variety of interesting 
viewpoints. 

Macroeconomics was the final topic for Economics, looking especially at the variety of measures used to 
gauge the health of the economy. Students took on the roles of different individuals in the economy to 
see how inflation impacts people. They found some who win from inflation, like those borrowing money 
to invest in real estate, and some who lose, like retirees and others on fixed incomes. Hopefully, our 
graduating seniors will have a better understanding of both Government and Economics, making them 
better equipped to handle adulthood. Good luck! 

Mr. Anderson has been invited to attend another professional development workshop in Virginia this 
summer. Hosted by Christopher Newport University, this workshop is about teaching African American 
History, his primary area of research for the last twenty years. 

Cadets Bonsu and Huang watch their robots fight during a LEGO sumo competition in Mrs. Harrell’s 
robotics class. The goal is for one robot to push the other out of the ring. (pictured right, top image) 

Each year after finishing the novel To Kill a Mockingbird, Ms. Hill takes her class down to 2 
Alices Coffeehouse for a final “Book Talk.”  This year was no exception. Cadets were able to 
have their book talk in the outdoor patio while sipping on delicious drinks. (pictured right, 
2nd image) Some of the topics discussed were: Why should we continue to read this book 
today? Which character would you most likely be friends with? The group also discussed the 
personal and societal conflicts each of the characters endure throughout the novel.   

Ms. Hill’s class presented their interpretation of Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet to the entire 
community on Wednesday during our last club time for the year.  The play starred every 
member of the class and featured Nathan Kratman as Romeo and a very brave Nicholas 
Hurtado as Juliet. With lots of help from Mr. Anderson and Mrs. Magno, the play was a success 
and everyone enjoyed it. (pictured below) 



 

 

KNIGHTS NEWS                                                                                                                                                       2019-5-31, Vol. XVIII, No. 33 

 

78 ACADEMY AVE., CORNWALL-ON-HUDSON, NY 12520, (845) 534-3710, NYMA.ORG 

 

 SGT Blum invited Dr. Green, a West Point 
graduate and scientist by training to our last 
community meeting He holds a doctorate from 
the University of Pennsylvania and is the chapter 
president of the Military Intelligence Corps 
Association, Northeast Chapter.  He has spent 
many years as an intelligence officer serving 
worldwide and is currently retired but highly 
active in Military Intelligence Association 
activities. Dr. Green presented coins to students 
that had participated in the raiders challenge 
and then surprised a group of adults with coins 
as well. (pictured right, 1st and 2nd image)  

Friday night the annual Honors Convocation 
took place in our dining hall.  With the help of a 
few cadets and staff members, we transformed 
the mess hall into a truly festive 
atmosphere.  (pictured right, 2nd row, 1st and 2nd 
image) We began the evening with a delicious 
dinner of salmon and chicken francaise. Rich 
Thorn really outdid himself!  The dedication and 
hard work that the faculty put in all year is so 
apparent on evenings like this. Teachers went to 
great lengths to personalize the student awards 
this year.  Ms. Simon chose famous artists as the 
inspiration for her awards, while Dr. Webb chose 
famous historical leaders as the inspiration for 
her History awards.  When students came up to 
accept awards for excellence in a subject matter, 
there was a mutual exchange of appreciation and 
admiration. Students seem to be very aware of 
the hard work that goes into teaching these 
courses, and teachers are so appreciative of the 
hard work that goes into excelling in their 
courses.  Mrs. Furnia was moved to tears when 
speaking of the hard work and selflessness of 
Serena Yang in her Science class. 

This year’s recipient for The Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute Certificate was awarded to 
Serena Yang for having achieved the highest 
cumulative grade in the fields of math and 
science. The $25,000 per year merit scholarship 
is guaranteed for 4 yrs. (pictured right, 3rd row, 
1st image) 

Serena also received the Rochester Institute of 
Technology Innovation & Creativity Award. 
(pictured right, 3rd row, 2nd image) This award is 
presented to a student in the junior class who 
has distinguished themselves academically, are 
active and involved members of their school and 
community and demonstrate outstanding achievement in innovation, creativity or entrepreneurship. This scholarship is worth $7,000 annually for a 
total of $28,000. 

The Rochester Institute of Technology Computing Medal was awarded to Sean Ren and Patryja Pawlata (pictured above, 4th row, 1st and 2nd image) for 
demonstrating superior skills in computation. This scholarship is worth $7,000 annually for a total of $28,000.  

We added an additional College Scholarship Award this year and that was The Elmira College Key Award, given to Jake deBree. The Key holds a monetary 
scholarship value of $20,000 per year, for a total of four years upon enrolling in Elmira College.  

Congratulations to all of our award recipients! 
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 Ms. Simon did an incredible job of 
turning just about half of the mess hall 
into an art exhibition, with samples of 
work that students had created 
throughout the year. (pictured right) It 
was an extraordinary display of the 
different mediums that she uses in her 
classes as well as her encouragement to 
express themselves so personally and 
individually using those mediums.  I am 
always amazed at what our students 
produce, especially the ones that 
wouldn’t have considered themselves 
“artistic.” I have convinced Ms. Simon to 
leave the art show intact through 
graduation, so PLEASE stop in that day 
(or before) to take a look at your children’s artwork.  Faculty who have seen it are already fighting over who will get to keep some of the pieces.☺ 

 

From the Athletic Department 
This past week has been very quiet from the athletic side of things as all of our teams have finished up 
practice and competition for the year. From the end of the year sports side of things we are extremely 
proud of all of our athletes and teams. Next year we are working on adding a few sports such as 
football. We also want to continue our excellence is sports such as cross country and boys’ and girls’ 
basketball. 

The cadets are now using their sports time to work out in the gym, fitness center or pool as well as to 
study for their final exams. Exams are going to start up on Monday and next week will be dedicated to 
academics and finishing out the school year strong. We have an academic awards ceremony tonight in 
the mess hall and next week we have our graduation service on Saturday in the quad. 

We would like to thank the coaches as well as the teachers and administration for working with us throughout the year. I want to personally thank Mr. 
Joe Fortini and Mr. Mike Lemon for their help with transportation as well as Mr. Rich Thorn and his entire dining staff, whether it was preparing meals 
or allowing the cadets to eat early or late depending on their athletic travel schedule they were awesome! Finally, we would like to thank the entire 
main crew for all of their hard work and time spent throughout the year. Go Knights! 

 

From the Commandant 
This week was amazing for NYMA. We marched tall and proud in the Cornwall Memorial Day 
Parade. We received a round of applause from the community. The best part was hearing “they 
look good” and “it’s good to see them back”. I look forward to reinserting the NYMA gray into the 
Cornwall community and growing that relationship. After the parade our very own Chef Richard 
Thorn put on a cook out on the quad. The kids ate, relaxed and enjoyed some outdoor summer 
activities. Even SSG Brock got in on the action showing off his football skills. It only gets better 
from here. GO NYMA!! 
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Counselor’s Corner 
Greetings! We have just one week to go! Our students have worked extremely hard this year. Each of the students have their own areas to improve upon 
and some have really taken charge of their futures and invested in themselves as this school-year ends. It is great to see and I hope that this summer is 
transformative and helpful to them.  

Our juniors who participated in the SATs at the start of this month should have received their scores back. This is a great opportunity for them to figure 
out how they can improve for next time. It may be in a variety of ways: studying and looking over questions a little bit every day; taking a practice test 
at home to help work on the timing of certain sections; getting enough sleep the night before (so important!!); going through vocabulary; or just reading 
a book or two over the summer to work on extracting meaning from a passage. If students take on the test little by little they will begin to understand 
more of the nuances of the test and be ready for the next time! 

Speaking of which, the next test that we are hosting at NYMA will be on August 24th. The deadline for registration is July 26th so please let me know if 
you have any questions or would like me to help your student sign up before the end of the year. After that, the tests will be October, November and 
December.  

Good luck to all of our students taking their finals this week. Remember to get enough sleep, take a deep breath and relax! You have learned a lot this 
year so just take a deep breath and try your best!  

 

From the Activities Coordinator 
Kayaking-Field Day  
June 7th 9:30-2 
Kayaking on the Hudson 
Big outdoor BBQ 
Ice Pops 
Popcorn Stand 
Bubbles 
Tattoos 

Sidewalk Chalking 
Tug of War 
Three-Legged Race 
Water pistol War 
Water balloon toss 
Capture the Flag 
Open Gym 
Afternoon Movie in the Library 

Campus wide 
Banner 
Cornhole 
Hula Hoop 
Games 
Music and Fun! 
OPEN POOL 
 

Barracks will be LOCKED at 9:45. Please have a towel, bathing suit on (if you are doing water 
activities) and everything you will need for the day.  No money is required 

 

Art Spotlight 
Our cadets have been 
working hard and completing 
their installation projects. 

Cadet Saveliev created these 
two airplane sculptures that 
are resting in the corner of 
Cooper’s room. (pictured 
right, 1st row, 2nd image) 

Cadet Patrycja Pawlata has 
been hiding these tiny room 
markers in every corner of campus. This sweet jellyfish is nestled 
under my window. (pictured above, 1st row, 3rd image) 

Cadet Sykes created this basketball silhouette on a splatter-
painted poster hidden down the staircase. (pictured above, 1st 
row, 4th image) 

Cadet deBree created this spray-painted mural of Marvel 
superheroes outside of the art room. (pictured right, 2nd row, 1st 
image) 

Our mess hall is filled with over 100 pieces! What a spectacular 
sight for our art show!  It will be up this weekend, if you’d like to stop by and check it out. (pictured above, 2nd row, 2nd image) 


