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Superintendent's Message 
Dear NYMA Community: 
Happy Mother’s Day! 
The following is a letter from the New York Military Academy Board of Trustees regarding the new leadership for the 2019 - 2020 school year.  
***************************************************************************************************************************************************** 
May 11, 2019 
Dear NYMA Community:  
After reviewing more than 30 resumes and interviewing more than 10 candidates face to face, the Board of Trustees unanimously selected Mr. John 
Dolan as the new Superintendent and Mr. Adam Zhang as the Dean of International Affairs.  
John has been the Director of Admissions for NYMA for almost 3 years. During his tenure as head of admissions, NYMA has seen its regular student 
number surpassed 100 and summer program student number surpassed 500! Before his career with NYMA, John served more than 20 years in private 
education in almost all capacities, including the Principal of John S. Burke Catholic High School from 2011-2016.  John holds a BA from Fordham 
University and a MS in Counseling and Developmental Psychology from Long Island University. In addition to his career in education, Mr. Dolan also 
served in the U.S. Army and the New York City Police Department. John will take the office of Superintendent on June 14thh. 
Adam is an expert in international education service and has served international students and parents for more than 10 years. He was also the founder 
of an educational consulting company which merged into Puxin Education and Technology Group which is listed on the New York Stock Exchange. He 
holds an MBA from Tsinghua University, and has done research on higher education at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Adam travels 
extensively across U.S. and Asia and will head the NYMA Beijing Office as well as act as the liaison to the Board of Trustees.  
“The Board of Trustees is very pleased with and confident in John and Adam joining the new leadership of NYMA,” said Vincent Mo, board member. “The 
Board is fully committed to continuously growing NYMA from all aspects especially financially.  The Board and the new leadership will work together 
to form a strategic plan for the coming 5 years which will guide NYMA to an academically excellent private boarding school.”  
The Board of Trustees  

 
Dean’s News 
I wanted to begin this week by paying tribute to the faculty at 
NYMA. You might not have been aware that this was teacher 
appreciation week.  Our teachers often play so many roles in 
students’ lives. They must deliver the curriculum of course but 
more importantly they must create an inspiring, nurturing and 
healthy environment in which to learn. Now add to that the 
complexities of being at a boarding school where many of our 
students are far away from home and need the comfort of an 
adult’s guidance and listening ear.  NYMA teachers facilitate 
homework completion in the evenings, supervise 
extracurricular events on the weekends and some even coach 
athletic teams. They do an amazing job of juggling all of these 
duties while also taking care of their own families. I tried to show 
them my appreciation by leaving them little treats and messages 
all week but the real recognition comes from their 
students.  Pictured is the front of a card that was made by Ellie 
Martinez for her teacher Ms. Dong to let her know how much she 
enjoys her class and appreciates her. It just made her day. Rich 
Thorn was kind enough to make us a delicious cake to honor 
them. 
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Ms. Hill is working feverishly to finish all of the projects she had slated for her students. Her seventh-grade class just began their last novel called Chasing 
Lincoln's Killer.  They began their unit by doing a webquest with the library computers of many artifacts and relics associated with Lincoln thanks to 
Smithsonianmag.com. They learned an array of things including the thick band around his top hat was actually called a mourning band in memory of 
his dead son, Willie.  They were also astounded to learn that many clusters of Lincoln's hair were taken as mementos. "Ewwh, gross!" was their response.  
Her eighth-grade class is more than halfway finished with To Kill a Mockingbird and look forward to their end of the year "Book Talk" Ms. Hill holds 
every year off campus at the local coffeeshop 2 Alices. 
Her ninth-grade class has been busy both practicing their Romeo and Juliet stage play as well as tackling their last novel Ethan Frome.  I can’t way to see 
this.  Mrs. Magno has been offering her help on this project and tells me I am in for a real treat. 
The texts Mr. Langan's sophomore English classes have been reading during the past couple 
of weeks have taken them around the globe and between very different cultures.  First, they 
read an abridged version of the famous Japanese drama, Chushingura, more popularly 
known in the west under the title, The Forty-Seven Ronin.  Based on an actual historical event 
whose details had to be disguised for fear of government censors, the play tells the story of 
a group of masterless samurai who set out on a vendetta to avenge their fallen lord.  Their 
revenge takes three long years to achieve, during which they're beset by numerous 
hardships, until at last they fulfill their mission. Reading the play gave the classes an 
opportunity to reflect on differing definitions of duty and loyalty.  They also compared its 
revenge plot to that of Shakespeare's Hamlet.  
From medieval Japan, the classes then leapt to mid-twentieth century Britain and William Golding's classic first novel, Lord of the Flies.  Taking turns 
reading out loud, the classes are making their way through the story of a group of English schoolboys stranded on a remote tropical island after their 
plane is shot down during a war.  Left to their own devices, the surviving boys must attempt to survive and to come up with a way to signal potential 
rescuers. Already, though, tensions are emerging between the two boys who have taken on leadership roles in the group, and there are ominous 
foreshadowing’s that trouble is on the horizon.  Readings have frequently paused for considerations of and conversations about the way Golding 
represents the dynamics of a group of diverse children, with occasional comparisons to life at NYMA. 
Cadets in Mrs. Harrell's Algebra 1 class are starting a unit on exponential equations.  As an introduction to this unit, students had to choose whether 
they'd want to receive $100 immediately or receive a penny on the first day of the month, two pennies on the second day, 4 pennies on the third day, 
with the pennies continuing to double each day for the entire month.  Cadets were split in their decision about which to choose. Following this, cadets 
listened to the story "One Grain of Rice", in which a girl is given rice in the same pattern as described for the pennies. It turns out that at the end of 30 
days, the total number of pennies or grains of rice received would be 1,073,741,823.  The pennies were equal to more than 10 million dollars - a much 
better deal than getting $100 immediately! Maybe students will start picking them up when they see them on the ground. 

There is an exciting competition coming up for our NYMA Raiders this Saturday, May 11th at 
Fort Dix NJ. Although NYMA has always competed in past Raiders competitions, this year’s 
event marks a new era of competition as they will be competing at Army level. They have been 
working very hard on getting ready for this event. Part of the preparation was wearing the 
Army Combat Uniform (ACUs) so that they could break in their boots along with getting used 
to them as they will compete wearing this uniform. Our cadets are very excited for the 
opportunity to not only develop their personal physical skills but also their leadership skills. 
We want to wish our cadets the best of luck in this weekend's competition. 
On Monday, all of the LET classes were able to 
participate in the rope bridge exercise.  They had to 
make sure that the rope was tied properly around 
two trees and tight enough to support the weight of a 
student traveling across it without their feet touching 
the ground. 
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We hope that Alumni stopping by for Alumni Weekend will share in our excitement for the achievements 
of our current cadets.  Along with events planned specifically for Alumni, there are other events planned 
for our cadets including the Athletic Awards and Commandant Awards Dinner on Friday evening and the 
Annual Ring Hop at West Point’s Eisenhower hall on Saturday.   

Last but not least I wanted to wish all of you wonderful 
moms, a Happy Mother’s Day.  I was so lucky to witness the 
heartfelt reaction of Cadet Kylian Allegra as he entered my 
office thinking he was in trouble and found his mother who 
had flown in from California to surprise him for the 
weekend.  Remember that your children love you with all of 
their hearts even though sometimes they are unable to tell 
you or show you. 

 

From the Athletic Department 
On Saturday, May 4th, NYMA was buzzing as many of 
our student athletes were taking the SAT exam here 
on campus. The NYMA Knights Baseball Team 
traveled to Hoosac where they played a great game. 
Unfortunately, they lost in the last inning. Cadet 
Nathan Kratman had a great game for the Knights! 
The Boys Tennis Team traveled to Storm King for a 
league match up with their cross-town rivals. 
On Monday, May 6th, The Lady Knights Girls Tennis 
Team traveled to Oakwood Friends Academy and 
The Ultimate Frisbee Team went over to Storm King. 
The Knights lost this contest 15-5 after beating 
Storm King earlier in the season. Tuesday, we ran 
into some rain issues as that seems to be a trend for 
our teams this spring. We had to cancel the boy’s 
tennis matchup vs. Poughkeepsie Day School. 
Wednesday, May 8th, and Thursday, May 9th, the 
Ultimate Frisbee Team had a home and away series 
with Poughkeepsie Day School. NYMA would go onto 
to lose both games in hard fought matches. Cadet 
Karif Isaacs shined for the Knights as he accounted 
for six (6) points in the two days. Cadets Kris Wu, 
Alvin Lukose, Thapelo Shika, Bill He and Bob Wang 
all had solid contributions as well despite falling 
short on the scoreboard. Also, on that Wednesday, 
the Knights Baseball Team dropped a game to 
Poughkeepsie Day School despite a great effort from 
Cadets Aristotle Avaras and Alex Deluccia. 

On a side note, Division II Concordia was in the gym on 
Thursday, May 9th and they have invited Cadet Xavier 
Gibbs and Nazair Holland down for workouts that could 
lead to potential scholarship opportunities. They also 
want to stay in touch and keep tabs on Cadets Karif 
Isaacs and Jaylen Davis as prospective recruits. 
The open weekend kicks off with a Friday baseball game 
vs Storm King at Delano Hitch Stadium in Newburgh. It 
will be our last regular season game for any of our sports 
teams before Monday’s Hudson Valley Athletic League 
(HVAL) Playoffs start. We also have a group of our cadets 
heading to Fort Dix in New Jersey for a RAIDERS JROTC 
competition so we wish them the best of luck! 
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Congratulations goes out to Cadet Saule “Sunny” Kauypte (pictured 
right, 1st image) who picked up an offer for a full athletic and academic 
scholarship from Division I Monmouth University. Also, Cadet Jeannot 
Basima (pictured right, 2nd image) was invited to a top Under Armor 
Showcase in New York City as well a top Nike Camp in Maryland in June. 
Spring sports playoffs start Monday as our baseball team will travel to 
Marvelwood. Girls tennis heads down the road to take on top seeded 
Storm King. Ultimate frisbee is going to Poughkeepsie Day for a matchup 
against Oakwood Friends Academy. Boys tennis will be on the road but 
we have to wait and see who our opponent will be. It could be Oakwood 
Friends or Marvelwood but we have to wait for the outcome of 
Saturday’s match between Storm King and Marvelwood to round out the 
brackets. 
Next week we will have some exciting times on campus as we have the 
Commandants and Sports Awards Dinner on Friday. That event will kick 
off Alumni Weekend where we welcome back our former cadets and 
hope they get a chance to relive some of their glory days and fond memories while intermixing with our current corp. Our upper-class cadets will be 
looking forward to Ring Hop and a wonderful night of dancing and fun on the Hudson River, on the campus of the United States Military Academy at 
West Point. 
Go Knights! 
 

From the Commandant 
With the break in weather recently we have been able to utilize the outdoor portion of our campus even more. JROTC has been spending a lot of time 
prepping our RAIDERS team to compete in the RAIDERS challenge this Saturday at Fort Dix New Jersey. Pictured below you can see our Senior Army 
Instructor Command Sergeant Major Almeida teaching rope bridge operations. Our cadets are very excited to be competing and we are all very proud 
of their hard work and dedication.  

Next weekend kicks off Alumni weekend. On May 17th at 1800 we will have the Commandants/Athletic Award Dinner. If you are a parent of one of the 
athletes and would like to come to the dinner please reach out to me or coach Rahn. I anticipate a great weekend with Alumni and building on the 
already great history of this school! GO NYMA! 

 

Counselor’s Corner 
Greetings NYMA Families -  

AP Tests have begun and we have already seen the end of the AP Chinese Language and Culture test this week. Good luck to the rest of our students who 
are starting their AP Exams on Monday. (AP Biology up next!) I know that these students have put in time to study and take practice exams so I am very 
proud of the work that they have done! 

Regents exams are also around the corner. Teachers have been hosting regents exam prep for interested students and I know most of those sessions 
have been well attended. I have been coordinating with schools and will send out the testing dates/information as soon as it is finalized. For the dates 
of these exams, please refer to the linked schedule from the Board of Education. The times vary depending on school so keep an eye out for my email 
regarding your times. 

Thank you as always for everything that you do to support your students, the staff and faculty, and NYMA at large. 

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/schedules/2019/504-619.pdf
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From the Activities Coordinator 
Last week’s Friday trip to the 
art supply and bookstore was 
great!  What a nice place to be 
on a rainy day! (pictured left) 
Saturday the weather 
cooperated enough for two of 
our brave cadets to 
participate in the annual 
Hudson River Clean Up at 
Donahue Park.  Thank you to 
Serena and Daniel. Love 
those smiling faces! (pictured 
right) 

Tonight, the Ice Mother will visit our Spring Campfire by the tennis courts if the weather cooperates.  Walmart 
shopping will take place Saturday 1-3pm and our Sunday Bridge walking trip will have our cadets crossing the 
Hudson over the Bear Mountain Bridge. Have a wonderful weekend. 
 

Art Spotlight 
Our Printmaking Class finished their screen-printing unit! Cadet Serena Yang created a 3-color screen-printed shirt of a chili. Amazing! (pictured below, 
top row, 1st image) 

Our Middle School Art class is busy at work creating sculptures! Cadets Kasujja is working on a cardboard Jeep. (pictured below, top row, 2nd image) 

Cadets Hurtado and Lee began the first mural outside of the art room. We are so excited to see the results! (pictured below, top row, 3rd image) 

Cadet Yin joined us late and has worked so hard to create this detailed grid-drawing shadow box. (pictured below, bottom row, 1st image)  

Cadets are talking about their sculptures together and sharing ideas. (pictured below, bottom row, 2nd image) 

Cadet Xu screen-printed her crane on the back of a t-shirt and wore it with pride! (pictured below, bottom row, 3rd image) 


