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Superintendent's Message 
Our business office has been processing re-enrollment applications and I am very glad to see that many of the cadets will join us for a 2nd, 3rd or 4th year. 

We will be sending more re-enrollment invitations based on the interim grades and other measures. If you have questions or concerns, please feel free 

to contact the Admissions Office via email at admissions@nyma.org or by phone at (845) 534-3710 x 4272.  

Parents of juniors and seniors should have already received the invitation to the Annual Ring Hop on May 18th. As stated earlier, the junior and senior 

cadets are required to attend the event at no charge. Cadets who invite dates/guests either from on-or-off campus are expected to purchase their ticket. 

If cadets are bringing dates from off campus, they can choose to depart for home after 8:00 am on Saturday, May 18 th. The school will run a trip to the 

Beacon Train Station leaving at 8:30 am for the 9:08 train to Grand Central. Juniors and seniors are required to be back on campus before 5:00 pm on 

Saturday and depart for the event unless parents give specific written permission for their child to go directly to the Ring Hop. I would ask you to please 

send an email to Commandant Naseef at jnaseef@nyma.org or Mrs. O’Rourke at borourke@nyma.org by May 3rd, authorizing your cadet to depart 

Saturday morning and/or go to the event directly.  

Parents who plan to attend the event should make your checks payable to New York Military Academy. The checks can be mailed or hand delivered to 

Mrs. Barbara O’Rourke at New York Military Academy, 78 Academy Avenue, Cornwall-on-Hudson, NY 12520. She will also need your DOB, Driver's 

License number and issuing state to be sent to West Point security in advance.  

Cadets who express interest in departing NYMA after the Ring Presentation ends (about 10:00 pm) to attend an after-event may do so under the 

provision they are chaperoned and have parent/guardian permission. It will be made clear to the cadets that they will absolutely not be able to depart 

without your permission and concurrence of their specific plans. This requirement applies to cadets in grades 9-10 who attend the Ring Hop as well. 

 

Dean’s News 
This Friday marked the close of the 4th Interim Marking Period, meaning that we are just about half-way through the last quarter of the school year. 

Though it seems a bit like this every year, the second half of this school year has flown by quicker than most. Teachers will submit their grades to the 

Academic Office by Monday morning and we hope to publish them by Wednesday, May 1st. That will leave us with exactly 4 weeks until the final MP 

closes on Wednesday, May 29th. That week will end with 2 days of exam review, followed by the next week of final exams.   

The Academic Awards Dinner has been scheduled for Friday, May 31st and will take place in our Curie Dining Hall. We will be sending out invitations to 

the parents of award recipients as soon as we compile that list of students. For those who braved last year’s award ceremony in its entirety, let me 

assure you that this year’s ceremony will be much shorter.  The Commandant and Athletic awards ceremony will be held on May 17th, during our Alumni 

weekend, leaving only the Academic awards to be presented during our dinner. We hope parents will join their children in celebrating their 

accomplishments with us. 

New York Military Academy’s 129th Commencement Ceremony and the 8th Grade Moving-up Ceremony will be held on Saturday, June 8th, so please save 

the date! You will be receiving an invitation in the coming weeks to all of these year-end ceremonies. We sincerely hope that these events will be well 

attended. 

You can see by the lovely green lawn and 

blue skies pictured, that we are finally 

experiencing a change in weather. Spring 

is finally here allowing our classes to take 

advantage of some experiential learning 

on our sprawling campus. On Thursday, 

Mr. Sargent’s Space elective took to the 

parade field to launch their homemade 

rockets. By mixing a large amount of 

baking soda and vinegar in a small 

container with a narrow opening you can 

expect an impressive eruption! By Mr. 

Sargent’s assessment, their rockets were 

considered semi-successful, launching a 

maximum of about 20 feet.   
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It has been busy the past two weeks in 

Mrs. Harrell's Math 2 class. The class is 

exploring scatter plots and line of best fit. 

The biggest activity has been "Barbie 

Bungee". Cadets collected data on how 

far Barbie would bungee jump with 

varying numbers of rubber bands 

attached to her legs and then used this 

data to make predictions for the 

culminating activity.  In the final activity, 

the doll jumped out of the second story 

window of the academic building. All of 

the groups’ calculations were very close, 

but only one doll survived the jump 

without hitting her head on the ground. 

Cadets in Mrs. Harrell's A-block Algebra explored factors, prime numbers, square numbers and square roots as they were tasked to be "employees of 

Mrs. Harrell's Candy Box Factory." Many interesting attributes of numbers were noticed and discussed. This activity was the lead in for a more in-depth 

look at square numbers and square roots. (pictured below 1st image)   

Cadets in Mrs. Harrell's Robotics class 

continue their search and rescue 

mission. The program is complex enough 

that, after exploring the various 

components of the program, cadets 

worked on mapping the program out on 

paper before continuing the challenge. As 

you can see in the photo, a rather large 

piece of paper was required! (pictured 

right 2nd image) 

In Ms. Furnia’s Earth Science class, her 

students were trying to organize cards 

with different events in the earth’s 

history chronologically, from the 

beginning of the earth’s formation to 

present day. (pictured right 3rd image) 

Her Biology students (pictured right)   are finishing up the topic of genetics by 

learning about biotechnology practices. Their lab included modeling the 

process of how we use restriction enzymes to allow us to take the human 

insulin gene and add it into a special ring of bacterial DNA known as a plasmid. 

This newly combined DNA is called recombinant DNA. When it is placed into 

E. coli bacteria, the bacteria use the code to produce insulin. This is how 

diabetics are able to get the insulin their body is unable to make. Another 

point for bacteria helping us to stay alive!  

This week the World History (Dr. Webb) and 

War & Society (Mr. Lemon) classes were 

tasked with creating a unique WWI 

propaganda poster (pictured left). It could 

depict any of the major countries involved 

but had to model itself on five major topics 

typical of such posters: recruitment, 

financing, conservation, unification, or production. Posters could be hand-drawn or computer generated, but must have 

incorporated traditional elements in a new way. Overall, it was a great success and the posters were very eye-catching. 

Several students opted to translate their slogans into Italian, German (only a few allied themselves with the Triple 

Alliance!), and French (for the respective countries), even though it was not a requirement. There was also a written 

element, demanding the student explain their poster: what was its goal? How would it support war efforts? What type 

of argument was it making? A final phase occurs next week when they will ask teachers to vote on their top-5 favorite 

posters. Votes will be cast on originality, creativity, but most importantly, effectiveness: which posters would most 

inspire you to join the war effort? Results will be given next week!!! 
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In Mrs. Magno’s Learning Strategies class, her students have been talking about the importance of 

clear and concise speaking as well as the ability to add "life" to a presentation. Each student was given 

a mini-speech to modify on their own and then they were asked to present their speech to the class 

with emphasis on certain words to add more 

impact. Cadet Yarnis (pictured left) did a 

particularly fantastic job with her speech and 

impressed her peers with her oratory skills; 

one was so impressed he wanted to try his 

own speech again having seen how good it 

could be.  

In keeping with the spirit of being clear and 

concise, her students were tasked to navigate 

their partner "robot" through a backpack 

"mine field" by programming their partner 

with one set of clear directions. The robot then 

acts only on the given directions and makes it 

(hopefully) from one side of the field to the 

other. Great job, cadets! (pictured right) 

Another note about Mrs. Magno…. she is much too humble a spirit to announce her hard work 

and accomplishments, so I will.  As you know, NYMA’s next formal event is the annual Ring Hop 

which will take place on May 18th in Eisenhower Hall at West Point. This is a mandatory event 

for our senior and junior classes.  This year, we had an influx of international female students 

join our senior class. For various reasons they were unable to shop for dresses so Mrs. Magno 

put out the call for donations and then set out to make the collections. She has amassed 

approximately 35 beautiful formal dresses for the girls to choose amongst. This of course is just 

one example of the many ways she tries to meet the needs of our students.  Her office now looks 

like a dress shop ☺ (pictured right). 

Isabelle Sanchez (pictured left), one of our international seniors from Spain, recently served a tour of 

duty as a substitute Spanish teacher while Mrs. Rivera was out. Mrs. Rivera left lesson plans for a 

project that students needed to complete in her absence.  Working alongside a NYMA teacher, Isabelle 

gave up her study hall for three days and committed to teach the class the lesson necessary to complete 

the Spanish project.  For her efforts, she was awarded the last hours of community service that she 

needed for her graduation requirement. It was a win-win for all parties. Great job Isabelle!!!  

While I am on the topic of community service, let this serve as a reminder that all NYMA students must 

meet their community service requirements in order to graduate. Mrs. Madaia keeps the tally of hours 

served in Rediker and is in constant communication with the class advisers as to how many service 

hours their advisees have left. Ms. Hill, the student activities coordinator, is continually presenting 

students with opportunities to meet their requirement.  If you have any questions about your child’s 

service hours, please reach out to Mrs. Madaia at tmadaia@nyma.org. 

 

From the Athletic Department 
The last week has been exciting and fun-filled as the weather has warmed up a bit and spring is officially in the air. Our NYMA sports teams have been 

working hard on the fields and courts.  

On Tuesday, 4/23, the NYMA Boys Tennis Team faced off at home against Storm King losing 0-6 in singles and 0-3 in doubles.  

On Wednesday, 4/24, most of our teams were in action. The Boys Tennis and Ultimate Frisbee Team traveled to Oakwood Friends Academy. The Boys 

Tennis Team had a decent showing but lost the match to Oakwood. Frisbee lost a close one 10-15. The Knights were led by Cadet Bob Wang who Coach 

Bailey praises for his consistent great play and leadership. Also, Coach says, “Cadet Janis Katlaps always provides great energy and has had some great 

performances in our past few games.” 

The Girls Tennis Team hosted Oakwood Friends Academy losing 0-6 in singles and 0-3 in doubles. Coach Nate Dimmie is doing a great job with the girls 

and Coach Mario Espinoza has helped out as well. Most of the ladies have not played competitive tennis before so they are getting better every day. 

Coach Dimme says Cadet Jolin Edmondson and Cadet Leilani Lopez have been improving and are leading the Lady Knights so far this season. The ladies 

are off this weekend as they prepare to travel and take on rival and league power Storm King on Tuesday, 4/30.  

mailto:admissions@nyma.org
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Baseball traveled to Poughkeepsie Day School losing by the score of 1-

15. The young NYMA Baseball Team has been getting stronger every 

game with the guidance of first year coach and NYMA alum Justin 

Lopresti. He has been getting solid contributions from Cadet Aristotle 

Avaras and Cadet Nathan Kratman. Avaras has been hitting the ball great 

and bringing in some runs for the Knights while Kratman has been 

pitching great and tallying almost 8 strikeouts a game.  

Thursday, 4/25, the Boys Tennis Team was in action for the third straight 

day as they traveled to Poughkeepsie Day School to make up a match that 

was rained out a week earlier. They dropped the singles 0-6 and doubles  

0-3, but Coach Dimme said the following cadets have really been 

improving:  Ding Wu, Felix Fan, Robin Zhao, and Jaiquan Zhou. Also, Cadets 

Matthew Montes and Jeannot Basima have been impressive so far this 

season. Coach credits Cadet Felix Fan for showing up every day with a great 

coachable attitude and Cadet Reuben Zhang for having tremendous effort 

and leading the team in individual wins so far.  

This weekend the teams will be busy. The Baseball team plays at Delano 

Hitch on Saturday vs. Marvelwood still looking for their first win. The 

Ultimate Frisbee team and Boys Tennis team will take the long bus ride up 

to Darrow.  Go Knights!  

 

From the Commandant 
Earth day was extra special here at NYMA. We were blessed with this beautiful view on our campus. 

Cadets planted flowers and cleaned up the school grounds.  

This weekend is a Closed Weekend. We have practice for Raiders challenge, drill to prepare for 

Memorial Day, and a few sports events.  

Lastly, as a friendly reminder, we have Alumni Weekend May 17th-19th with the Ring Hop taking place 

on May 18th. We are a few short weeks away from the end of the year. Let’s finish the year strong!!  

GO NYMA!  

 

Counselor’s Corner 
Students taking the AP Exams have begun their pre-registration process in 

anticipation of next month's exams. If your students need help with the AP test 

or have any questions (or you have questions yourself), please check out the AP 

section of the CollegeBoard Website for some additional information. 

Regents Exam coordination is also underway. Students/parents who have 

already responded that they would like to take the exam will be sent information 

regarding the testing location and dates for their exams. I will send a copy of the 

letter with your student's exam schedule to your email and/or physical mail.  

Thank you as always for trusting us with your cadets. As always, if you or your 

student have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/home
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From the Activities Coordinator 
The weekend was packed with activities! Many cadets participated in the 

campus wide Easter Egg Hunt which took place on Friday night.  Some cadets 

headed to the Museum of the Hudson Highlands in Cornwall to help with the 

Earth Day Celebrations. While sports are definitely happening as well this 

weekend, some cadets have made time to shop.  This will be our last major 

shopping trip before the Ring Hop, so cadets are making a last ditch effort to 

get supplies. Sunday is our Castle Fun Center trip. It’s happening in the 

morning, enabling us to participate in their discounted fun.   

Last week’s flower planting was moved to later in the week.  Thank you to Dr. 

Gastel and Ms. Dong who facilitated the event.  The campus looks beautifully 

seasonal! (pictured left)  

Also, some of our girls were able to attend the Girls Expo at Mount Saint Mary 

College with Ms. Simon.  There were cool science experiments and socially fun 

events the girls participated in (pictured below). Next week we will have a 

Crafting Night on Friday and another community service opportunity to help 

clean up our Cornwall side of the Hudson River for part of Saturday Morning. 

Next Saturday we will be headed to the Cupcake Festival sponsored by K104, a 

local radio station.  Finally, we will be leaving NYMA on Sunday for Woodstock, 

NY to spend the day exploring that GROOVY destination. Please encourage your 

cadets to be involved in activities.  
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Art Spotlight 

Our Studio Art Classes are wrapping up their “Home” projects. Many of them wanted to create landscapes or rooms with 1-point perspective. Cadets 

Lily Wen and Bob Wang decided to make different scenes using acrylic paint and they are coming along nicely! (pictured above 1st and 2nd image) 

Serena Yang finished a gorgeous Cyanotype print using cyanotype paper, flowers, and tag board to create the figure (pictured above 3rd image). Serena 

decided to frame her work and gift it to Ms. Barbara O’Rourke. It is happily hanging in Ms. O’Rourke’s office.  

Our Middle School Art class was so impressive that 

Ms. Simon couldn’t stop bragging about it. They 

just started their Sculpture unit and have all 

started collaborating with one another to create 

houses and cars out of cardboard. The class was 

highly-focused, mature, and responsible. What an 

amazing sight! Cadets “Chi Chi” Yin and Swaleh 

Kasujja plan their cardboard car by watching 

tutorials, gathering inspiration, and accurate 

measurements (pictured left). 

Cadets Dominick Radice and Omar Chichinadze are 

building a cardboard house together while Cadet 

Payton Krug works independently to create his 

own building (pictured right). 

Cadet Pawlata learned how to master the sewing machine and eagerly finished up her textile project from earlier in the semester. Her lines are 

impeccable and her finished project is more beautiful than anyone could have imagined! (pictured bottom 1st and 2nd image) Shrieks of joy could be 

heard from the studio this afternoon.  

Our Printmaking class is experimenting with screen printing and the ability to create works on every surface. Cadet Cathy Xu made this beautiful origami 

bird that she printed on several scrapbook papers (pictured bottom 3rd image). 


