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Superintendent's Message 
I am happy to report that many of the parents have submitted the re-enrollment documents and payments for their cadets. We will continue to send 

out invitations after the next interim grades become available. If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact the Admissions Office 

via email at admissions@nyma.org or by phone at (845) 534-3710, ext. 4272.  

It is hard to believe that we are eight weeks away from the end of the school year. Our next big event is the Ring Hop, a mandatory event for seniors and 

juniors, which will take place on Saturday, May 18th. Official invitations have been sent to parents of juniors and seniors. I am looking forward to 

spending a special evening with many of you.  

A while ago, I announced NYMA’s Summer Leadership Program. Since then we have received many applications online. Please be reminded that NYMA 

will be running multiple sessions of summer programs from July 7th to August 17th. All of our summer sessions will last two weeks. If your children 

(NYMA cadets and siblings) are interested in attending, they will receive a 15% discount. Please also spread the word in your networks. If you have any 

questions, you can email the school at summerprograms@nyma.org. Applications can be submitted at the following link: 

http://www.nyma.org/summer-programs/.   

Next weekend will be a four-day weekend and there will be no newsletter on Friday, April 19th.  

 

Dean’s News 
As you can see by all of the 

activities going on both on and 

off of campus, this has been an 

extremely busy week for the 

cadets at NYMA. During our 

community meeting, we 

congratulated Cadet Samba and Cadet Koepp on passing their new cadet training 

(pictured left) and officially welcomed them into the Corp of Cadets. There is a long 

open weekend scheduled for next weekend with no school on Friday, April 19th or 

Monday April 22nd. This was scheduled so that families may celebrate and enjoy the 

holidays of Passover and Easter uninterrupted by travel. We will not be publishing 

a newsletter next week so I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all happy 

holidays. Enjoy!! 

Cadets in Mrs. Harrell's Math 1 class are learning about surface area. They 

measured and calculated the surface area of repurposed packing boxes. Then they 

used these measurements to cut paper and cover each face of the box. In the photo, 

we see Cadets Liu, Chichinadze and Maldonado 

measuring the dimensions of their box (bottom 

left 1st picture). Cadet Radice shows off one of the 

covered faces (bottom left 2nd picture). 

Mrs. Harrell's Robotics class has started a "Search 

and Rescue Mission." The program is a simulation 

of saving a person from a burning building. The 

cadets must program the robot to save the person 

(a LEGO tower) from the building and also avoid a 

"fire". Cadets are in the early stages of the project 

in which they have to test their programs and 

solve problems. In the photo (pictured right) we 

see that one rogue robot wrecked the house 

rather than saving the person. Robotics provides 

excellent lessons in perseverance and problem 

solving! 

mailto:admissions@nyma.org
mailto:summerprograms@nyma.org
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Mr. Lemon’s 7th graders are finishing reconstruction and examining how the rise 

of Jim Crow leads to the civil rights struggle of the 20th century. His 8th grade 

students are learning about the Cold War. They learned about the brutality of 

the Berlin Wall this week and how it separated families for decades in some 

cases and the extent people would go to escape from the East. The War and 

Society elective is continuing to explore how media is used to promote a model 

of what it means to be a soldier in the U.S. 

This was a very important week for our JROTC Department. The United States 

Cadet Command conducted their JPA (JROTC Program Accreditation) inspection 

whereby cadets present their service-learning project and their continuous 

improvement briefings. Along with their briefings, a large number of cadets 

were interviewed by the inspector and asked of their knowledge of the JROTC 

curriculum. This inspection was very important for our school because it is 

difficult to pass all of the areas tested on the inspection. As you may recall, our 

cadets did extremely well on the first part of the inspection involving drill 

assessment back in March. Congratulations to our Corps of Cadets for their 

support, cooperation and performance during these inspections. 

This past weekend soldiers from the 361st Theater Public Affairs Support Element were at NYMA conducting their Unit Training Assembly. Cadets 

participated in this partnership training event with this U.S. Army Reserve (USAR) unit from Flushing, Queens. The cadets and soldiers performed 

outstandingly as they conducted land navigation tasks. It was an opportunity for our cadets to further develop their leadership skills along with their 

land orientation skills. Prior to going into the woods for their navigation exercise, they participated in a 2-3 mile ruck march with the soldiers. It has 

been an awesome week for our cadets. Everyone who participated enjoyed the training and our cadets got a lot out of the experience. We hope to do a 

lot more of these types of exercises on our campus. 

Over the past week, students in Mr. Langan's sophomore English classes completed an extended project related to their reading of the 13th century 

Germanic epic, The Niebelungenlied, a heroic story of noble warriors, treacherous dragons, and courtly love. After selecting a favorite scene from the 

narrative, students created an artistic representation of it using styles ranging from the realistic to the cartoon (pictured bottom left 1st image). Once 

their artworks were finished, the students wrote essays explaining their reasons for choosing their particular scenes and their reasons for portraying 

it as they did. As you can see, the results were colorful and impressive! 

Cadet Maldonado is proudly holding 

his “Wanted Poster “for the chemical 

element Bismuth (pictured bottom 

left 2nd image). Students in Ms. 

Furnia’s 7th grade Science class were 

tasked with this assignment to 

familiarize themselves with the 

elements on the periodic table. His 

poster pointed out that Bismuth is 

“wanted” for Pepto-Bismol, electric 

fuses, and automatic fire sprinkler 

systems. Great job Noel! 

She was also teaching them about 

isotopes and weighted averages 

using snack mix. Way to motivate!! 
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The students in her upper-level Biology class were beginning their lab 

experiments by germinating the seeds of basil plants so that they could 

prove/disprove their hypotheses on various variables effecting the plants 

growth. One group will be testing how changing the amount of light the plant is 

exposed to effects the growth of the plant. Another group will be clipping the 

apical meristem in various ways to see the change in growth pattern. The apical 

meristem is found at the tip of the shoot and the root and is a region of actively 

dividing cells. It causes the plant to grow up and down to get longer. Cadet Serena 

Yang was busy digging for soil and worms because her experiment will be 

assessing if plants grow better with worms in the soil. Ms. Furnia’s daycare 

center came to the rescue because they just so happened to have a batch of 

worms when we needed them. Thank you to the Ark of Learning for your 

contribution to the cause. 

Mrs. Magno, our beloved guidance counselor, hosted a small college fair of 22 schools in our Mess Hall. 

The representatives were visiting many schools this past Monday but she was able to get them to stop 

in and visit with our NYMA cadets for an hour. Our cadets took advantage of having the college 

representatives all to themselves in this small venue and asked many good questions. 

Two of our faculty members from the History Department have been selected to participate in 

educational professional development programs that will take place over the summer. Mr. Anderson 

has been accepted to James Madison’s Montpelier seminar on the Executive Branch and the 

Constitution. They will be examining the president’s constitutional powers and the office’s relations 

with the other branches. They will examine the presidential selection process, impeachment and 

presidential disability, executive orders, and the president’s leadership of the bureaucracy. Seminar 

participants will read and discuss original documents pertaining to the presidency including 

convention deliberations, presidential memoranda, and relevant court cases. 

Dr. Webb was accepted to a summer seminar for secondary teachers on World War I in History and Literature funded by the National Endowment for 

the Humanities. This 3-week intensive program will combine a small group of teachers reading historical and literary documents on the First World 

War, analyzing the war’s effect on civilians and soldiers alike. There will also be focus on pedagogy and transferring what is discussed in the seminar 

back to the classroom. 

On Wednesday, all of our 7th, 8th and 9th graders 

participated in an interactive career exploration day 

located in and outside of one of the hangers at Stewart 

International Airport. Joined by Mr. Lemon, the entire 

Academic Office escorted 30 students to this Y2Kids 

event. Career specialists were on hand to answer 

questions and provide demonstrations all in an effort 

to help students decide what they would like to be 

when they grow up. I am sending a special thank you 

to Ms. Hill for covering the Academic office so that 

Mrs. Magno, Mrs. Madaia and I were able to attend. 

Our cadets gave us reason to be very proud of them as 

they inquisitively wandered around asking questions 

of all the specialists.   
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Within the next couple of weeks individual portrait packages from the two scheduled photo shoots will be mailed to the home address that we have on 

file for domestic students. International students will be given their packages directly. The package will consist of one 8 x 10 and two 4x6 photos. You 

will also receive an e-mail from Ms. Madaia containing a digital file that will enable you to print wallet size photos. If you would like to purchase 

additional high-resolution photos from the photographer, you may e-mail him directly at afaccon@gmail.com. 

Invitations were sent to parents of juniors and seniors requesting your attendance at NYMA’s annual Ring Hop which will take place on Saturday, May 

18th in the Café Room of Eisenhower Hall at West Point. For those of you who are new to NYMA, the Ring Hop is a ceremonial dinner-dance where 

juniors traditionally were presented with their class rings by their dates or mothers. While not every student orders a class ring, we continue the 

tradition to celebrate our juniors becoming the new upperclassmen. This is a mandatory event for junior and senior cadets. Underclassmen may only 

attend if they are asked by an upperclassman as their date. Parents may purchase tickets through Mrs. Barbara O’Rourke. Please RSVP to her by emailing 

borourke@nyma.org. The RSVP date is May 3rd. 

 

 

From the Athletic Department 
The Knights Baseball team opened up on Wednesday at Delano-Hitch Stadium in Newburgh vs. Faith Christian Academy. The young Knights team was 

held scoreless in the loss. Cadet Aristotle Avaras went 1-1 with a single as did Cadet Max Vaskovtsev. The big bright spot for the Knights was Cadet 

Nathan Kratman who pitched 3 solid innings and struck out 8 batters. 

Ultimate Frisbee is off to a slow start at 0-2 but they have been improving each game under the tutelage of Coach Anthony Bailey. A few cadets got back 

late from Spring Furlough and that had an impact on the first couple of matches as well. The Knights started the season with a 3-15 loss to a very talented 

Marvelwood squad. Cadet Jake Debree and Alvin Lukose were standouts for NYMA. Their second game was this last Wednesday as the Knights hosted 

Oakwood Friends Academy. NYMA dropped the game 6-15 but had a solid game from Cadets Bill He, Jake Debree and Gianna Whritenour. The Knights 

are back in action this Saturday, April 13th, as they play host to the Darrow Ducks. 

Boys Tennis dropped their first match against Oakwood Friends Academy. Cadets Matthew Montes and Reuben Zhang won their matches for the 

Knights. There have been a few rainouts that have affected the Tennis team but the boys were back in action Friday vs. Poughkeepsie Day School. Also, 

Saturday, April 13th the boys are at home against Darrow. 

The Girls Tennis team has yet to take the court due to rainouts but they have been practicing and getting ready with Coach Dimme. Coach Espinoza and 

The NYMA Golf team will be hitting the course next week if we can get some dry weather. Hopefully next week will bring brighter skies and less rain.  

Finally, this weekend we have a few cadets who are taking college visits for athletic purposes. Cadet Zuzia Kulinska flew out to the University of Texas 

San Antonio to meet with the coaches and tour the school and facilities. Cadets Xavier Gibbs and Jalen Ricks are at The College of Saint Rose, Division 2, 

in Albany for a visit and a workout. Cadet Flera Vinerte, Sunny Kauypte and Patryca Pawlata are all attending an unofficial visit to Division 1 Bryant 

College.  Go Knights!!! 

 

From the Commandant 
It’s always exciting to welcome new cadets to the Corps as well as promoting cadets to the next rank. Cadet Ren (bottom row 1st image) and Cadet 

Martinez (bottom row 2nd picture) are well on their way to becoming cadet leaders. Additionally, Cadet Koepp (bottom row 3rd image) is the newest 

member of the NYMA Corps of Cadets. We are officially at 100 cadets in the Corps! Seeing cadets promote cadets is a wonderful thing. Cadet ran! Cadet 

led! GO NYMA!  

mailto:afaccon@gmail.com
mailto:borourke@nyma.org
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Counselor’s Corner 
Greetings, NYMA Families! I hope that the time back from Spring Break has treated you well and that your students are settling back in nicely. We had 

some exciting events happen this week for our students. 

Firstly, as I had mentioned before, we had about 15 colleges stop by as a sort of 

mini college fair to talk about schools like Washington College, Rochester 

Institute of Technology, Longwood University, Arizona State University, 

University at Buffalo, and University of Oregon. Our students received a lot of 

information about different programs, majors that they are thinking about and 

made connections with admissions counselors. We were lucky to have these 

representatives stop by and share their time with us.  

Our other event this week was the Y2Kids at Stewart Air Base where our 7th, 8th, and 9th graders got to take a tour of various careers and speak with 

representatives from those fields. Careers ranged from sports medicine and mental health to aviation and auto maintenance. As you can see, our 

students were able to get some hands-on experience with some of the fire equipment and tour two large cargo planes. If your child expresses interest 

in learning more about these exciting careers, please send them to me and I am more than happy to talk with them about their options. 

Speaking of options, it's time for our seniors to make their final decisions for college. The deadline for most college decisions is May 1st which is right 

around the corner. Once you and your student have decided on a school and paid the deposit, please let me know so I can share in the joy and mark it 

in our system and include them on the Chosen College Board! What an exciting time! 

Most of our juniors have signed up for the SATs on May 4th here at NYMA but if your student 

isn't signed up yet, please give me a call so we can make that happen!  

Last but not least, my Learning Strategies class has done a great job this year listening to 

lessons about leadership and different strategies for success. I challenged some of our students 

to really think about what makes a leader and asked them to come up with quotes. One of my 

students created a great image of the quote he came up with and I wanted to share that. I'm 

very proud of each of our students and the hard work that they put in every day. Though they 

may feel discouraged at times, they are hopefully working toward their goal and bettering 

themselves. 

 

From the Activities Coordinator 
We still have activities when there is an open weekend and this weekend 

is no exception!  Friday begins with a Trivia/ Make your own Tea night in 

the Library.  We have all different flavors and additions to make your 

delicious tea the best it can be!  Saturday we will be lending a helping 

hand to the Museum of the Hudson Highlands as they open their 

Grasshopper Grove part for the season.  Some cadets will go shopping at 

Walmart on Saturday as well.  Please remember the Ring Hop is fast 

approaching if you need a dress and accessories.  Sunday we are still 

trying to get a group of girls together for Girls World Expo.  

Last week’s Cupcake Wars went well in the Mess Hall.  There were three winners for most creative treats.  Thanks to all who attended and helped.  
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Come on a GROOVY adventure! 

WOODSTOCK, NY TRIP 

May 5, 2019 

*Shopping * People Watching * Sculpture Park * Picnic *  

Explore a groovy place! 

Cost is $10 per cadet. 

 

Art Spotlight 
This week, cadets have been finishing up larger textile pieces while balancing a new project. 

Cadets Fan and Ren successfully completed their circle weaving and were delighted to cut 

it off the loom! (pictured right) 

Cadet Avaras created a 

Greek Flag weaving to be 

displayed during Greek 

Easter with his family. He worked meticulously and it shows! (pictured left 1st image)  

Meanwhile, our first project for the new unit was completed. The theme was “Home” and 

Cadet Lee created this beautiful collage with alternating torn strips with the skylines of 

NYC and Taipei. (pictured left 2nd image) 

In the Printmaking classroom, Cadet Yang completed her cardboard collagraph plates inspired by the process of Mitosis. Her next steps are to ink the 

plates and print them on paper. The plates looked so neat in a row that I felt compelled to take a photo! (bottom row 1st picture) 

Cadet Joe Zhou created this amazing cyanotype print on fabric and stapled it to a canvas like a pro. Way to go! (bottom row 2nd picture) 

Our Middle School class has been working on their Printmaking unit and their prints have been rolling in. Cadet Kasujja was so invested in his basketball 

linoleum block print that he made extra appearances to the studio to create this piece. It printed so well! (bottom row 3rd picture) 

Cadet Yin created a unique pattern of linoleum block prints displayed together. Meanwhile, Cadet Krug created a beautiful linoleum block print of an 

American flag. (bottom row 4th picture) Printmaking is one of Ms. Simon’s favorite mediums!  

Cadet Martinez 

completed her 

“Home” project 

with a beautiful 

watercolor scene 

inspired by the 

view out of her 

window at home. 

Lovely details! 

(pictured left) 


