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Superintendent's Message 
Happy Lunar New Year! On Tuesday, our Mess Hall served traditional Chinese food for both lunch and 

dinner. I had the pleasure of driving down to New York City and purchasing dumplings and spring 

rolls for our cadets, faculty, and staff. I truly hope that everyone enjoyed the treat! If you are familiar 

with the Chinese zodiacs, this year is the year of the Pig. Zodiac signs play an integral part in Chinese 

culture. Some people believe that they can be used to determine your fortune for the year, marriage 

compatability, career fit, best times to have a baby, and so much more. 

Want to do some math? Felix Fan, one of our 9th graders, participated in the 20th Annual American 

Mathematics Competition 10A yesterday. Here is one of the questions he was given: Ana and Bonita 

were born on the same date in different years, n years apart. Last year Ana was 5 times as old as Bonita. 

This year Ana’s age is the square of Bonita’s age. What is n? The choices are: (A) 3 (B) 5 (C) 9 (D) 12 

(E) 15. Give it a try! 

It’s hard to believe that we are already in the 

middle of the 3rd Marking Period and Spring 

Furlough is only 5 weeks away! Today, 

teachers were busy working on the interim 

reports so please pay close attention to your child’s academic progress. The Academic 

Department will soon identify cadets who are in need of academic intervention and provide the 

necessary support.  

We had over 60 young visitors from Beijing visit the campus today! Dr. Gastel, Ms. Reeves, and 

I joined a number of cadets to meet them and did some interesting activities with them. Thank 

you to our wonderful Mess Hall staff for serving a delicious lunch. In return, NYMA received a 

small donation and I will make sure the funds go toward supporting and enhancing our Cadet 

Activities.  

 

Dean’s News 
This Friday marked the close of the Interim MP3. Teachers will finish grading assignments over the weekend and submit grades to the Academic Office 

on Monday. We will finalize the grades and send them out to parents as soon as possible. The year is flying by! 

Teachers are beginning to send out emails to parents asking if you intend for your student to take the 

NYS Regents exams. I wanted to offer some clarification on the matter. Though NYMA does not offer the 

Regents exams on our campus, every year we have parents express the desire for their children to take 

these exams. Firstly, you must be a resident of the state of New York in order for your child to sit for the 

exams. Additionally, we must make prior arrangements with the school your child will test at as well as 

the scoring company that the test will be sent to. If you are a New York State resident and you would like 

to arrange for your child to take the exams in June, please be sure to contact Mrs. Magno at 

smagno@nyma.org. She will compile the list of students that we need to make arrangements for as well 

as let their teachers know they will be taking the exam so that additional preparation can be offered. If 

you would like some help deciding whether or not to have your child take the exams, feel free to contact 

me as well at mreeves@nyma.org.  

This amazing picture on the left was captured by Cadet Matthew Montes in Ms. Furnia’s Biology class. 

They conducted an experiment to extract DNA from a strawberry. Ice cold ethanol makes the DNA clump 

because DNA is not soluble in ethanol. Like she says, “Biology students always get to do the fun stuff.” 

This week, Mrs. Magno’s Skills class finished their presentations on careers that they might be interested 

in pursuing. Each student chose a career of interest and then discussed the education necessary,  
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achievable salaries, and the positives and negatives of each 

of the careers. Students were not only graded on the 

content of the presentation but also on their ability to 

present properly using the skills that she had discussed 

with them. Pictured left is Cadet Thierer presenting on how 

to become a lawyer and to the right is Cadet Krug discussing 

what is necessary to become a member of a SWAT team.   

Several cadets in Ms. Hill’s Capstone Research class have 

begun getting responses from their online interviews. Part 

of the class involves reaching out to community 

professionals who can shed light on the specific topics 

cadets have chosen. So far, Cadet Keefner (left) has 

completed his correspondence with Andy Reed of Jaguar of 

Albany who intricately answered Cadet Keefner’s questions on electric cars. He even sent over car and engine 

pictures to be included in the project. Cadet Krug reached out to the POW MIA Veterans of the United States 

and Veteran Grant Coates granted him an interview. In an amazing coincidence, Coates revealed that he is a 

NYMA graduate and shared his fondness for his days here at our school. Cadet Krug then used his internet 

savvy and found his service record online. He is really looking forward to the rest of this Capstone Interview 

assignment. Every year, I make time to sit in on the Capstone presentations and it sounds like this year’s 

presentations will be phenomenal. 

Also in an amusing anecdote from Ms. Hill’s 7th grade class on Friday, 

cadets read a narrative piece about gang violence (after reading the 

novel The Outsiders) and wrote wonderfully detailed paragraphs in 

response to the excerpt. “These are such wonderful pieces!” she 

praised. They suggested she get a refrigerator for her classroom to 

“properly” display the pages! She opted for the bulletin board ☺. 

Mr. Langan’s 10th grade English class is studying The Odyssey, which is 

the story of Odysseus’ final six weeks of travel as he 

makes his way home after the Trojan War. He had his 

students make maps to depict what he encounters on his 

journey. We were both very impressed with Cadet 

Carroll’s illustration. 

Mr. Lemon’s 7th graders are studying the early 1800’s in 

American History and how the social, economic, and 

political divisions in the country will lead to civil war. His 

8th grade students are learning about post -WWI America 

and how society was changing into the modern America 

that we know today. The War & Society elective students 

are learning about what it means to be a warrior and how 

it applies to daily life. His Land Navigation Club took 

advantage of the warm weather to do some orienteering exercises on 

the soccer field. Students were really looking forward to this because the 

snow and cold has prevented them from getting out there for a while. 

Students in Mrs. Harrell’s Robotics 2 class continue to learn how to 

program their robots to do more complicated maneuvers. On the left 

Cadet Bonsu's robot navigates a maze using a distance sensor and a loop. 

Mrs. Harrell tries to make her Math classes as interactive as possible.  

Cadets in Math 2 are learning how to solve systems of equations. While 

participating in the lesson, Cadet Yin (right) explained how he solved the 

puzzle shown on the board. 

The Criminal Justice class went on a field trip to the Village of Goshen 

Police Department. The Sergeant on duty provided our students with a quick overview of their duties and 

responsibilities. They gave the students various examples of different crimes that they see on the regular basis. 

The Sergeant also provided two patrol SUVs and other department equipment for our students to view. During  
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the time at the police department students actively asked questions to better their understanding of how police officers interact with the public. The 

Sergeant just happened to be the K-9 officer as well so the students had an opportunity to view the K-9 patrol car. 

Upon completion of our police tour, the class headed over to the Orange County District Attorney's office to meet with the D.A. in person. After greeting 

us, his assistant gave us a tour of the Orange County Court. The assistant D.A. escorted the class to one of the courtrooms where a judge was in the 

middle of a sentence proceeding involving a male that was arrested for stealing a women's pocketbook from a store in Woodbury Commons. At the 

completion of the proceedings, the judge interacted with our students by explaining what we had just witnessed in his court along with giving other 

examples of cases that he has had in front of him while as a judge. The class then headed off to an additional courtroom conducting a murder trial. All 

participants of the murder trial were waiting on a verdict from the jury which was deliberating at the time we were in the courtroom. 

They left the D.A.'s Office and then headed over to the Orange County Jail. Here the students witnessed the quality of life of inmates after being arrested 

and sentenced for their crimes. The tour consisted of a visit to a visiting room where the inmates and family interact for one hour. The students learned 

that after a visit, inmates get strip-searched in a back room before heading to their cell. They get strip-searched 

because they want to make sure that the visitor didn't provide the inmate with any contraband. The class was 

then taken to the booking room where they 

saw how new inmates get processed into the 

system. The class learned that there were 

different levels of inmates at the jail. The last 

stop in the jail was a visit to a control center 

that monitors inmates’ activities in a specific 

area of the jail. There the class learned the 

different crimes that some of the individuals 

were in there for. The majority of them were 

there because their cases are currently in-

process in the county courthouse. The 

students were asked to write a reflective 

essay after their trip and they seemed to get a 

lot out of the experience. 

Ms. Magno (pictured left) is turning some of 

her attention to the junior class as she begins 

her discussion with them about what colleges 

are looking for in students. You will notice them holding up papers with representative GPA’s on them. She uses 

this interactive approach to illustrate that colleges are looking for well-rounded students with many different 

attributes. Students are often surprised to learn all of the aspects that make up a promising college application. 

Judging by Cadet Montes’ expression, what she had to say was “eye opening.” 

Happy Chinese New Year to all of the members of our NYMA family that celebrate this holiday! Ms. Dong had her 

Calligraphy club make messages for all of the staff and faculty. Cadet Zhou and Cadet Sun (right) made sure that 

the notes were delivered to all of us. He told me that my message was for luck. Thank you!  

NYMA was host to 

approximately 60 visiting 6th 

graders from China today. 

This talented group of 

students is on their way to 

Washington DC for an 

orchestral performance. Ms. 

Zhang had some of our students talk to them about what it is like to 

go to school here. They were only with us for a short while but I 

always feel as though these cultural exchanges are extremely 

beneficial for all. At one point, we were treated to a musical 

performance on the piano by one of the visiting students. Cadet 

Sanchez, a fellow pianist, looked on with amazement and delight as 

the young man pictured to the left played for us. 

Today I received a notice that one of my colleagues had nominated 

me for the College Board Recognition Program. More important than 

the recognition from College Board is the vote of recognition from my 

colleagues of my hard work to help students succeed. I’m still not sure who sent it in, but I wanted to publicly thank them. 
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From the Admissions Office 

Another eventful week has come to a close for the Admissions team! This past week we fielded 57 inquiries about the school, received four new domestic 

applications, 2 new international applications, accepted 3 pending applications.  

Upcoming Open Houses: 

Saturday, February 9th  

Saturday, March 9th  

Saturday, April 27th  

Saturday, May 18th 

Open Houses begin at 10:00 am and end at approximately 1:00 pm. Families will join in an informal meet and 

greet with the Academy’s staff, enjoy a brief presentation, and be shown around campus by cadets. Interviews 

of prospective applicants will also be conducted. To RSVP for an Open House, please contact our Admissions 

Office at admissions@nyma.org or at (845) 534-3710, Ext. 4272. 

 

From the Athletic Department 
2/1/19 - The NYMA Boys Varsity Basketball team defeated Springfield Commonwealth Academy by the score of 70-55. Cadet Jaylen Davis led the way 

with 16 points while Zamere McKenzie finished with 15 points. Cadets Xavier Gibbs (11 points) and Karif Isaacs (9 points) both played well for the 

Knights. 

2/2/19 - The Boys Varsity Basketball team lost to Upper Room Christian from Long Island 58-77. The Knights were led by Jalen Ricks and Jeannot 

Basima who scored 11 points each. Zamere McKenzie had 9 points and Jaylen Davis finished with 8 points. Also on the 2nd, the NYMA Lady Knights 

Basketball team traveled to Putnam Connecticut where they faced Putnam Science Academy. The Lady Knights won by the score of 87-43. Cadets Isabel 

Sanchez and Sunny Kaupyte led the way with 22 points each. 

2/3/19 - The NYMA Boys and Girls Varsity Basketball teams traveled to Northfield, Massachusetts to take on Redemption Christian. The Lady Knights 

won 68-38. Cadet Sunny Kaupyte finished with 30 points and Cadet Isabel Sanchez had 14 points. The Boys team lost 49-72. Cadet Jaylen Davis finished 

with 19 points. 

2/5/19 - The Boys JV Basketball team travelled over two hours to play the Hoosac School. The boys won a hard-fought game by 6 points with a final 

score of 69-63. The Knights were down by as many as 15 points in the 1st half. Cadet Eriks Veidemanis lit them up with 8 three-pointers scoring 24 

points. Cadet Jakai Lester was a monster with 21 points and 22 rebounds while Cadet Thapelo Shika, in only his 2nd game as point guard, kept the team 

poised as he finished with 19 points and 13 assists. The JV Knights are looking very sharp as the season continues. They have an overall record of 11-1. 

Also on the 5th, the Lady Knights played Poughkeepsie Day School in a HVAL matchup. The girls won 73-17 and improved to 17-1. They had a balanced 

scoring effort and the entire team played very well. 

2/7/19 - The Varsity Boys Basketball team (12-4 Overall) (8-0 HVAL) played Faith Christian Academy in a HVAL contest. The Knights won by the score 

of 89-32 and were led Cadet Jaylen Davis who finished with 20 points and Cadet Jeannot Basima who scored 17. Go Knights! 

 

From the 
Commandant 
Then and now.  

Pictured to the right is a 

cannon being delivered to 

NYMA in the 1950’s. It has 

stood proudly on our 

grounds for close to 70 years. 

Through that time there has 

been some wear and tear 

from enduring the elements 

for so many years. 
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Bill Ellensworth, a proud NYMA Alum, has generously restored the wheels to the two pieces that are proudly displayed. As a Corps we just wanted to 

express our gratitude for his effort and support. While I am sure this contribution cost more than a few dollars, I assured him that his time, passion, and 

commitment to our school was priceless. I would like to take this opportunity to thank Bill and all of the Alumni who have been reaching out to make 

our campus as nice and comfortable as possible for our cadets. 

This week we had three cadets recognized into the Corps of Cadets. Cadets Alvin Lukose and Kobe Parker have sacrificed almost every weekend to train 

new cadets to ensure they know the NYMA standard! Congratulations to the newly recognized cadets and thank you to my two cadet trainers for all of 

your hard work!  

 

Counselor’s Corner 
As it starts to get a little warmer here in the Hudson Valley, students are thinking about the end of the year 

and the summertime. For all of our students, utilizing the summertime to relax and take it easy is definitely 

an important part of the student process. I want to mention that students should also try to spend some time 

volunteering or participating in camps (our Summer Leadership Program included!). There are many 

opportunities that come in often for students over the summer (leadership camps, pre-college programs, 

teacher camps, etc.) so please reach out if you would like more information or send your student into the 

Academic Office. We'd be more than happy to talk with them about what summer opportunity would best 

work for them. 

I enjoyed speaking to the juniors on Tuesday about their college path and how best to look for colleges that 

fit them. I will speak on it again later, but all of our juniors are encouraged to take the SAT in May to begin 

having official test scores for their college applications. I discussed some organizations that are doing "micro-

scholarships" for students who are looking to attend certain schools. Some schools will give money for 

students who have rigorous courses, students who play instruments, students who take AP classes, etc. Please 

check out Raise.me for more information as well as a new opportunity through CollegeBoard called 

"Opportunity Scholarships". 

Most of our students have taken the PSAT and should have received their scores. It is a gauge of how 

they may score on the SAT but, as some took the test more seriously than others, it is not always the best 

marker. Regardless, please encourage your students of all grades to begin prepping for not only the SAT but 

the ACT as well. Utilizing Khan Academy and other online resources on a regular basis will help students feel 

more confident when facing these types of standardized tests. Please let me know if you have any questions. 

 

From the Activities Coordinator 
Last weekend’s activities went on without a hitch! Friday night we started the weekend off right 

with a Dirty Dancing screening in the CAC. Many cadets had never even heard of the 1987 hit and 

had so many questions while watching…   

“Is that the girl from Ferris Bueller?”  Yes. 

“Why are we eating watermelon instead of popcorn?”  You’ll see. 

“Didn’t Ms. Pasquale work in a resort in the Catskills like this?” Yes. 

“Isn’t this guy much too old to be dating her?” I have no idea. 

All in all…a good time was had. Sunday’s Super Bowl party in the Mess Hall was great. Head Chef 

Richard Thorn and his amazing staff put out quite a spread for the cadets. There was popcorn 

shrimp, chicken wings, nachos, chili, and even Italian cannolis. Thank you also to the NYMA 

Alumni who contributed to the evening by procuring sodas and more delicious treats. We 

watched until after the halftime show and then cadets drifted off back to the barracks for the last 

half-hour of ESP.   

Friday night is our annual Ice-Skating Event at Bear Mountain State Park. The cost of this event 

is $10 and includes skate rental. Saturday we are heading over to the Cornwall Presbyterian 

Church to help with “Operation Cookie Deployment.” We will be packing boxes to send overseas 

for our troops. This is the second consecutive year we are participating in this community event. 

Have a wonderful weekend! 

https://www.raise.me/join/new-york-military-academy
https://opportunity.collegeboard.org/

