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Superintendent's Message 
 Our annual Winter Formal was held in Eisenhower 

Hall at West Point on Saturday, January 26th. Over 

150 guests including cadets, parents, staff, faculty, 

and all of our Winter Program participants 

attended. Photos will be made available for you 

soon. The Winter Formal is a JROTC event which is 

planned and implemented by the cadets themselves 

and is intended to instruct cadets in proper 

etiquette in a formal setting. I know the cadets and 

their guests definitely enjoyed the experience.  

The Winter Program has also come to a close! This 

year, 19 international students from China and 

Taiwan spent 2 weeks with us. They shadowed 

classes, visited New York City, West Point, local 

museums, enjoyed an NBA basketball game, went 

ice-skating, played a basketball game against our JV 

team, learned some military routines, did art 

projects, and even had a snow tubing adventure 

while heavy snow was falling! I personally had a 

great time doing a math presentation for them. So 

many administrators, staff, faculty, and cadets were 

involved in organizing and running the program. 

Thank you so much!  As of right now, many of the winter program participants have returned home safely and others are still on their way. Have a 

wonderful weekend! 

 

Dean’s News 
This past Saturday, the entire NYMA community and our visitors from China and Taiwan came together to celebrate our annual Winter Formal. We 

were fortunate to be able to host this event in the main ballroom of Eisenhower Hall on the West Point campus. The JROTC Department consisting of 

CSM Almeida and 1st SGT Blum, Commandant Naseef, and our cadet leaders did an incredible job of organizing an enjoyable evening for all of the guests. 

The guest speaker, CSM Caterina Veronesi, delivered a very inspiring speech covering all of the areas of NYMA’s Four Pillars. She stressed the importance 

of finding a  mentor as she found in CSM Almeida. It is the adult and cadet mentors that have always been the backbone of  NYMA. Our students are 
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surrounded by adults in the JROTC Department, TAC officers in the barracks, 

teachers in our Academic Buildings and extracurriculur events,  and an extremely 

involved Administration team. We are always there to help them or give advice 

when they need it.  

Cadet Farzan did an exceptional  job of emceeing the event while Cadet Lukose 

and Cadet Kasujja were responsible for the music. West Point prepared a 

delicious meal of chicken picatta, sausage & peppers, penne a la vodka and 

vegetables. The dinner was followed by a delicious canoli cake and then Cadet 

Keefner got the party started with his stellar dance moves.   

Left: Cadet Farzan receiving some last minute instructions from CSM Almeida 

Right: Mr. Naseef with Mrs. Magno with guest speaker CSM Caterina Veronesi. 

 

Left: With loud beautiful voices, Mrs. Magno, Ms. Furnia, Ms. Simon, and Ms. Dong 

joined me in a rather lively version of the NYMA Alma Mater.  

The two-week Winter Program came to an end this Friday. We are very sad to see 

our visitors leave. The weeks were packed with them sitting in on classes as well 

as taking part in special opportunities that were created for them. I listened to 

them deliver their closing speeches that shared how positive the experience was 

for them. For those students that traveled from Taiwan, they traded their tropical 

70-degree weather for our arctic temperatures. Their favorite experiences 

included their trips to New York City, snowtubing, and shooting in our rifle range. 

Two of the visitors from Taiwan may be joining us as students shortly. All the 

students were given certificates of completion for attending as well as special 

recognition for essay writing and marksmanship.   

We try to provide opportunities for our cadets to benefit from the culture 

exchange as well. A student from Taiwan demonstrated his proficiency in 

calligraphy writing in Ms. Dong’s Mandarin class.  He 

then presented Ellie Martinez, Shika Thapelo, and 

Noel Maldonado (pictured right) with his work as a 

gift. 

With help from Dr. Webb and Ms. Rivera, our art 

teacher Ms. Simon conducted an art workshop for 

the visitors to create celebratory pieces 

representative of the Chinese New Year. The visitors 

left us with beautiful cheerful hallways and 

windows filled with dragons and lanterns. I’m sure 

this also brought a smile to our resident 

international students in anticipation of their 

holiday. 

The close of the Interim MP3 is next Friday, February 8th. 

Grades will be due to the Academic Office on Monday, 

February 11th and we will finalize them and send them out to 

parents as soon as possible. I am particularly proud of Cadet 

Isaacs and Cadet Sykes (pictured right) who have kept their 

word to me and continued to raise their grades throughout 

the basketball season. I rewarded their hard work with a 

pledge to sponsor them in Friday’s game which was a 

fundraiser for Cancer. I am anticipating a hefty donation 

because they are both so talented on the court. Good job 

guys! 

I was invited into many classrooms this week to watch our students give presentations on various topics.  

Public speaking is woven into many areas of the JROTC Program but I am happy to see that even our middle 

school students who do not participate in the classroom portion of that program are being given the 

opportunity to present in their classrooms as well. Mrs. Magno had her Skills class research careers that they 



 

 

KNIGHTS NEWS                                                                                                                                                       2018-2-1, Vol. XVIII, No. 20 

 

78 ACADEMY AVE., CORNWALL-ON-HUDSON, NY 12520, (845) 534-3710, NYMA.ORG 

 

might be interested in pursuing. They needed to discuss the 

education necessary, achievable salaries, and the positives 

and negatives of each of the careers. Students were not only 

graded on the content of the presentation but also on their 

ability to present properly using the skills that she had 

discussed with them. We only made it through about half of 

the class in this period but from what I saw the students had 

really learned valuable lessons. Cadet Keefner (left) has a  

career goal to become a Robotic engineer. 

In Ms. Furnia’s 7th grade Science class, students were asked 

to prepare presentations on alternative energy sources. 

Dominick Radice (right) gave his presentation on the 

advantages of solar energy for homes.  Noel Maldonado discussed many alternative fuel sources and Duke Liu 

discussed electric and hybrid vehicles. The students endured many questions from the audience because their 

topics were so interesting. They did an exceptional job and I know Ms. Furnia is extremely proud of them. 

Mr. Lemon’s 7th graders are finishing up the early United States 

period with the burning of the Capital by the British in the War of 1812. They will be moving into the period 

of expansion of the early 19th century and the rising political tensions that will lead to a civil war.  

Eighth graders are studying the boom times of the 1920s. They 

will be looking at the Harlem Renaissance and the Teapot Dome 

Scandal next week along with the start of the Great Depression. 

The students in the elective War and Society are examining what 

it means to be a soldier through the lens of several militaries 

throughout the history of the world. 

CSM Almeida will be taking the students in his Criminal Justice 

elective to visit the Goshen Police Department and District 

Attorney’s Office in Goshen next week. He will also be making 

arrangements to visit Otisville Correctional Facility later in the 

semester. 

Cadets in Robotics (pictured right) are working on a "container 

handling challenge." The robot is programmed to detect 

a block and then turn and move forward until the black 

line is detected. Once the black line is detected, the robot 

leaves the block and then travels to get the next block in 

line. To complete the program, cadets had to use a loop 

and two different sensors. 

As they quickly approach the end of the novel Animal 

Farm, cadets in Ms. Hill’s 9th grade class were asked 

to complete a “character in a bag” project. Cadets 

selected a character from the novel, decorated a 

grocery store bag (thanks to Hannaford, New 

Windsor) naming and describing the character, and 

then filled the bag with 5 items that 

symbolically represented the character. The 

turnout was amazing and creative. Yafei Wen 

chose a container of ink to depict Napoleon, 

telling the class, “Just like ink can destroy 

things, Napoleon is looking to destroy 

Snowball’s reputation.” Cadet Ben Danilov 

(right) suggested a character like Napoleon 

needs to clean up his dishonesty with “some 

good old soap!” Ellie Martinez chose a pair of 

sunglasses to indicate that “Napoleon and the 

pigs do some really ‘shady’ things.”  Ms. Hill is 

very proud of their projects and mastery over 

the themes and text.   
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From the Admissions Office 

Greetings from the 

Admissions team!  

Pictured left (left to right): 

Colette Austin, Admissions 

Assistant, Kim 

Charalambides, 

Admissions Counselor, 

John Dolan, Director of 

Admissions, and Mike 

Eagan, Admissions 

Counselor. 

This past week we fielded 

50+ inquiries about the 

school, received several new international and domestic applications, accepted 3 pending applications, and welcomed Patrycja Pawlata (above) from 

Poland. Please say hello and welcome her to NYMA if you see her around campus!   

Upcoming Open Houses:          Next Saturday, February 9th          Saturday, March 9th          Saturday, April 27th          Saturday, May 18th 

Open Houses begin at 10:00 am and end at approximately 1:00 pm. Families will join in an informal meet and greet with the Academy’s staff, enjoy a 

brief presentation, and be shown around campus by cadets. Interviews of prospective applicants will also be conducted. To RSVP for an Open House, 

please contact our Admissions Office at admissions@nyma.org or at (845) 534-3710, Ext. 4272. 

From the Athletic Department 
On Saturday, 1/26, the Boys JV Basketball team played Harmony Christian and lost a tough one 48-59. It was the first loss of the season for the JV 

Knights. They were led by Cadets Jakai Lester, Thapelo Shika, and Eriks Veidemanis. Also on Saturday, the Girls Varsity Basketball team played 

Springfield Commonwealth Academy from Massachusetts. The Lady Knights won by the score of 58-46. Cadet Zuzia Kulinska had 21 points. Cadet Sunny 

Kaupyte added 16 points in the win.  

On Sunday, 1/27, the NYMA Boys Varsity Basketball team dropped a tough game against 

Putnam Science Academy. The Knights were led by Cadet Jaylen Davis who scored 24 points 

and Zamere McKenzie who finished with 23 points.  

On Monday, 1/28, NYMA was set to battle Poughkeepsie Day School. The Boys Varsity were 
at home while the Boys Modified team and Girls Varsity traveled to Poughkeepsie for the 
contest. The Boys Varsity won by the score of 94-18. The Knights were led by Cadet Jaylen 
Davis who finished with 20 points. Cadets Jeannot Basima (13 points), Karif Isaacs (10 
points), and Sam Clark (10 points) also played well for NYMA. The Boys Modified team 
beat PDS by the score of 58-44. The Knights were led by Cadet Justin Bonsu who scored 24 
points. Cadets Alex Deluccia (14 points), Swaleh Kasujja (11 points), and Nicolas Hurtado 
(6 points) also pitched in for the big win. 

 
On Thursday, 1/31, the Girls Varsity team was home against Marvelwood. The Lady Knights 

won by the score of 65-13. NYMA was led by Isabel Sanchez who finished with 18 points and 

Hailey Cascioli who scored 12. Everyone played 

great and showed not only stellar defense but great 

sportsmanship as well.  

We had some fun this week too with our visitors 

from Taiwan as some of our cadets played a 

basketball game with them. The Taiwanese team 

ended up recruiting Cadet Jakai Lester and beat the 

NYMA squad in a very close and entertaining 

matchup. 

As we say goodbye to January, we awarded our 

Athlete of the Month Award for December. The 

cadet who earned this honor was Varsity Girls 

Basketball player, Zuzia Kulinska (left). We will 

mailto:admissions@nyma.org
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award the Athlete of the Month for January in the next few weeks.  Weekly NEPSAC rankings came out and both the NYMA Boys Varsity team and Girls 

Varsity Basketball team are atop the polls!  

This weekend is action-packed as the Boys Varsity Basketball team plays Springfield 
Commonwealth on Friday. Then on Saturday and Sunday our cadets are in action again. 
Saturday, the Girls Varsity Basketball team travels to Putnam Science Academy and on Sunday 
both the Girls and Boys Varsity teams head up to Redemption Christian Academy in 
Massachusetts for a double-header. They will be back on campus here at NYMA in time for the 
Super Bowl party in the Mess Hall! Go Knights! 
 

From the Commandant 
Before the week started we 

danced the night away at the 

JROTC Winter Formal. The 

Corps of Cadets were there and 

supported by staff, faculty, 

friends, and family. The night 

was planned by JROTC but executed by the cadets. It was a job well done all around and 

I am very proud of everyone who put the time and effort in to make the event another 

huge success.  

This week was a cold one at NYMA but that did not stop our daily activities. Teachers 

and students bundled up to ensure no class time was missed. The next big event is our 

JROTC Inspection that we have been preparing for! Thanks again to all the friends, 

parents, and alumni for your support. 

 

Counselor’s Corner 
It was my pleasure to give a talk to some of our visiting students from Taiwan about 

the college admissions process for international students. We discussed the 

importance of choosing the right college for YOU and what is required specifically 

for international students. 

 I will be meeting with our juniors next week on a similar theme of college 

admissions and what they need to do to find the college that is best for them. Each 

of our cadets should be looking forward to their post-NYMA experience and creating 

the best and clearest path for them to be successful. Reinforcing responsibility, 

time-management skills, organization, and pride in your work will be essential for 

them to make a smooth transition to senior year. Start early (even our 9th graders can begin thinking about college) and keep having open conversations 

with your cadets about their goals and their plans. 

All of our cadets are capable of so many great things and I am so proud of those who have chosen to take ownership of their experience. I have seen 

great improvements in some of our student's grades and as I tell them, "It's never too late to invest in yourself". 

 

From the Activities Coordinator 
Last weekend’s hot chocolate bar was a success. Many cadets came out and creatively decorated their cocoas with cream and sprinkles, scarfed down 

cookies, and just plain “hung out”! Some old school boardgames were also on hand adding some more fun to the evening. Thanks to everyone who made 

that possible.   

This weekend there is a trip to a Groundhog Day celebration at the Museum of the Hudson Highlands. Afterwards, cadets will take a quick jaunt across 

the street to Jones Farm to get a peek at local farm animals. Sunday is the Superbowl party in the Mess Hall beginning at dinner time. Chef Richard Thorn 

will be making chili, nachos, wings, and even dessert.  Thank so much also to the alumni who donated the soda and extra fixings! 

Cadets interested in going to an Airsoft activity in February must have a parental slip signed. Also, there have been several requests for a ski trip day 

which will also require a parent’s signature. Prices for both trips will be posted soon so stay tuned.  Have a wonderful weekend! 
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Art Spotlight 
Our Studio Art class 

finished up their 

Sculpture unit using a 

variety of different 

materials and it’s exciting 

to see the 

results! Meanwhile, our 

Printmaking class 

finished their linoleum 

block prints with some 

amazing techniques. 

Cadet Yang created 

“Karma”, a series of 

linoleum block prints set 

inside resin. Cadet Fan 

and Cadet Ren 

collaborated to make an 

intricately cut paper 

lantern of plants and a 

hand. Cadet Xu created an 

adorable series of 

pandas. Cadet Liang 

finished his metal robot 

using found objects. 

Cadet Saveliev made 

origami foxes out of 

recycled seltzer cans (Ms. 

Simon drinks about 3 

cans a day!) Cadet 

Hurtado finished his 

robot relief sculpture in 

metal tooling. Cadet 

DeBree created a chess 

set with our 3D printing 

software and cardboard. 

Lastly, our Middle School 

Art class is beginning 

their first black & white 

drawing project. Have a 

great weekend! 


