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Superintendent's Message
Happy New Year and welcome to the Spring Semester! Congratulations to the seniors who have
already been accepted to colleges! For those who are still waiting for the results, we wish them good
luck.
This week, we welcomed a number of new cadets. It is so great to see the Corps continue to grow bigger
and stronger. Thanks to Cadet Leadership for training the new cadets. I can’t wait for them to be
officially inducted into the Corps.
Back in November five of our middle schoolers participated in the American Mathematics Competition
8 (AMC 8). The results are in! Congratulations to Alex Huang and Alex Hu for receiving the highest
scores from NYMA. They both earned the title of school winner and were awarded the Honor Roll
Certificate for scoring in the top 5% nationally. Great job Alex and Alex!
This year our annual
Winter Formal will take
place at Eisenhower Hall
at West Point on January
26th, 2019. You should
already have received
your invitation. For your convenience, a copy of the invitation is included at the end of this issue of the
newsletter. Please note that if you wish to join us, please RSVP to Mrs. Barbara O’Rourke via email at
brourke@nyma.org or by phone at (845) 534-3710, Ext. 4227. You are also welcome to mail your
response back to: Winter Formal, New York Military Academy, 78 Academy Avenue, Cornwall-on-Hudson, NY 12520. I hope to see many of you there!
We are again hosting a Winter Program this year for 20-30 middle and high schoolers from Taiwan and Mainland China. The first group will arrive on
January 20th. I hope that all the cadets, faculty, and staff will join me and serve as great hosts! Go NYMA!

Dean’s News
Happy New Year and welcome back to NYMA after the extended winter break. I hope that you all enjoyed the time with your loved ones. I was fortunate
enough to be able to visit some family in Florida and soak up some sun and much needed rest. I don’t want to jinx us, but during the same time frame
last year we were combatting snow storms! The weather in the area has been fairly mild so far and I am hoping this trend continues. It’s always difficult
to get back into the swing of things after such a long break, but we have no time to waste.
Over the break, two sets of grades were released and I wanted to take this opportunity to explain the difference between them in case there are some
questions about it. You first received your child’s 2nd Marking Period grade which included graded work
completed only within the 2nd MP. The next set of grades sent out contained your child’s performance on
their mid-term exams as well as semester grades. This grade averaged the two marking periods and the
exam grade at a ratio of 40/40/20. Additionally, we emailed and mailed out letters to parents and guardians
of students who failed the first semester of their courses. Please be sure to read through that letter as it
contains information as to how those failures may be remediated. New tutorial lists were constructed from
the marking period grades which are true reflection of how students were performing on a daily basis in the
course.
We have recently received word that over two
dozen of our cadets have been awarded certificates
for their participation in the "Stranger Sagas"
Writing Competition. Back in October, Mr. Langan
and Ms. Hill's high school English classes were
instructed to compose sagas (mini dramatic short
stories). The competition, organized for students
in New England, New York, and New Jersey,
required that all entries consist of merely 100
words. This required lots of editing and word
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changing in order to produce a complete story within such tight
parameters. Congratulations to all who not only received a certificate
but will have the opportunity to be published in the New York edition of
the publication. The NYMA Library will be gifted one copy by the contest
sometime in March when it is set to be released. Robin Zhao is pictured
on the previous page showing off the certificate he received.
Ms. Furnia’s Earth Science students are learning about tectonic plates.
In lab students attempted to use the shape, fossils record, geological
formations, and other forms of evidence to try to piece the
supercontinent of Pangea back together.

Her Biology students are learning about how cells release energy from
the foods we eat. Students experimented with the effect of exercise on
the rate of cellular respiration and then modeled the chemical process
that takes place in their cells. This means my favorite time of year is
about to arrive…when Ms. Furnia will conduct her famous breadmaking lab to demonstrate cellular respiration. We are trying to put
together the necessary parts for this to take place next week. We will bake multiple loaves of bread during the lab period and then the Corps will eat it
with their evening meal.
Mrs. Harrell has introduced the
2019 Math Challenge where cadets
must use the digits 2, 0, 1, and 9 to
write mathematical equations
equaling each of the numbers from
1 to 100. For example, 2+0+1+9 =
12. Currently in first place is Duke
Liu with over 20 equations written.
Cadets are crowding around the
board below to see who can give the
most answers to this year’s Math
Challenge.
Dr. Webb’s English 4 class has
begun discussing the concept of
"love". The students were tasked to define the idea with what it means
to them. They then discussed different types of relationships and what
makes them work or not work. They analyzed lyrics to songs as well,
examining love songs from Bruno Mars and Ed Sheeran to better understand how society defines attraction and
love. This is all in preparation of beginning "Macbeth" next week, so that we better understand how the
characters interact with one another (specifically
Lord and Lady Macbeth) and why they make the
decisions they do. Basically, we will be asking: how
does our understanding of love affect our choices?
Her English 3 class has begun discussing slave
narratives, specifically from Olaudah Equiano and,
as of next week, Frederick Douglass. We have
opened up discussion on slavery past and present
and how it connects the Civil Rights movement to
the current Black Lives Matter movement. We
compared these texts with Kipling's poem, "White
Man's Burden", in an attempt to understand how
these concepts of race began, developed, and led to
modern ideas.
Mr. Anderson’s Economics scholars this week had to contemplate how one doughnut might be fairly shared among a class of thirteen students. While
many options were available, two students decided to take advantage of the indecision of their peers, split the tasty treat in half, and ate it themselves.
Economics works in many different ways. Since then they have worked on how to measure the opportunity cost of all of our actions. It’s time to think
like an economist.
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In Psychology, his students have started learning about sensation and perception, including the
idea that what we see, hear, or otherwise sense of the world has already been through a number
of filters before our brain perceives it. As they move forward, they will examine how sensation and
perception are used by governments, companies, and other institutions in attempt to affect our
behaviors.
His U.S. History class has continued the study of the Jim Crow Era and other aspects of the United
States after the Civil War. The role of segregation of and discrimination against many groups is
their current subject with special consideration given to the outcomes of the Reconstruction
Period.
Ariel Farzan sent this in to keep us abreast of what is happening within the Library Advisory
group…
“A month ago the Library Advisory group was informed that the NYMA Alumni Association wanted
to donate books to the Booth Library. The Alumni Association even asked us what books we would
like to have donated. After much researching of book reviews, our group compiled a list of our top
books and handed it to the librarian, Ms. Tamulis. The alumni showed that our recommendations
were considered and answered by donating a variety of our suggested books. The new books that
are now in the library are Make Your Bed donated by Richard Pezzullo, a NYMA graduate of 1976,
as well as College Match donated by Catherine Holmes of the NYMA Parent Auxiliary. We would
also like to especially thank Joseph Mele, a 2001 graduate of NYMA and the President of the
Regiment of Graduates, who sent The Poetry of Robert Frost. Our thanks also go out to Caroline
Alper, NYMA Class of ‘02, for Children of the Blood and The Outsider: A Novel. Jeffrey Scott Williams’
(Class of ’79) donations of Find the Best Colleges and The Official ACT Prep Guide 2018-2019 have
become very popular with the junior and senior cadets. The books are on display in the library.
Members of our group are pictured to the left reading some of the appreciated donations.

Mrs. O’Rourke has sent out the invitations to the Winter Formal on behalf of the Superintendent, Ms. Jie Zhang. This JROTC event will be taking place
on Saturday, January 26th in the Ballroom of Eisenhower Hall at West Point. Please RSVP by January 15th to borourke@nyma.org. Tickets are $45 per
person. There is no charge for NYMA cadets. This should be a lovely event!

From the Admissions Office
We’ve had quite a busy start to the Second Semester in the
Admissions Department. We fielded 45+ inquiries about the
school, received several new applications, accepted 3 pending
applications, and welcomed six new cadets (pictured right).
From left to right they are: Hailey Cascioli, Reuben Zhang, John
Carroll, Roy Ju, Peyton Krug, and David Lin. If you see them on
campus, please help to welcome them to our NYMA family!
Tomorrow we will be hosting an Open House here on campus. It
will begin at 10:00 am and end at approximately 1:00 pm.
Families will join in an informal meet and greet with the
Academy’s staff, enjoy a brief presentation, and be shown around
campus by cadets. Interviews of prospective applicants will also
be conducted. To RSVP for an Open House, please contact our
Admissions Office at admissions@nyma.org or at (845) 534-3710, Ext. 4272.
2019 Open Houses:

Saturday, January 12th

Saturday, February 9th

Saturday, March 9th

Saturday, April 27th

To enter visit: www.niche.com/k12/school-survey-sweepstakes/
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From the Athletic Department
On Sunday, 1/6, while many of the cadets were moving back into their dorms, the NYMA Boys Varsity Basketball team was down in Baltimore and it
was not for the Ravens playoff game. They were in town to renew a historic athletic rivalry with Admiral Farragut from St. Petersburg, Florida (formerly
from New Jersey).
The game was played at the famous Under Armor House in Baltimore which was previously the Carmelo Anthony Gym. It was truly a test of two
heavyweights as the “Little Army/Navy Game” rivalry was restored. Admiral Farragut struck first but NYMA responded with a 3-point field goal from
Josh Antoine.
Just like two heavyweights, the two teams traded
baskets and continued to feel each other out early on.
Admiral Farragut went into the half with a five point
lead, but the Knights came out in the third quarter
looking to take over. It was a great game…up and
down, back and forth action for all four quarters.
In the end, the Knights would eventually fall by the
score of 60-67. Admiral Farragut would bring home
the coveted Founder’s Cup Trophy which was donated
by NYMA Alum Joseph Mele.
Zamere McKenzie led NYMA in scoring with 19 points.
This was the Knights’ first loss of the season as they
drop to 4-1 overall. However, it was an amazing game
that showed great sportsmanship and respect between
two schools that have a rich tradition of competition.
There were many alumni on hand for both schools. After the game the two teams went out to lunch together and had a chance to talk with some of the
alumni before heading back to campus.
Now that the cadets have settled back in, winter athletics are in full-swing. Tonight our Cheerleaders, Boys JV, Boys Varsity, and Girls Varsity Basketball
teams will all head to Marvelwood for a triple-header which should make for a fun night. On Saturday, the three teams are in action again as they are all
at home. Boys JV Basketball will take on Woodstock at 1:00 pm and Girls and Boys Varsity Basketball will have a HVAL double-header versus Darrow.
The girls will play first at 2:30 pm and the boys’ game will follow at 4:00 pm. The Knights Varsity Wrestling team is also in action on Saturday as they
head to Loomis Chaffe. Go Knights!

From the Commandant
Welcome back! The first week after a long holiday furlough is always tough for the cadets. After a much needed
break, the Corps of Cadets are right back into their rigorous academic and athletic schedules.
This weekend is a closed weekend. We have many activities planned including room inspections, uniform
inspections, and drill practice. We have the Winter Formal coming up on January 26th and we hope to see as
many family members there as possible.
During this week we had a few cadets recognized for their performance during the JROTC Cadet Challenge.
Cadets Donovan Green, Isabel Sanchez, Thomas Koumas, and Ashley Sun (pictured right) each received a
certificate of achievement for their hard work.
Before the break, I invited the cadets (a few at a time) to come by my house for some hot chocolate and donuts.
It gave me a chance to talk to them in small groups and really get to know them. It also gave them a break from
the barracks and their studies as they prepared for their mid-terms. We have a great Corps and I am proud of
the progress that so many of them have made!

Counselor’s Corner
HAPPY NEW YEAR!!! What a great start to the year! We got to welcome so many new cadets to NYMA and we look forward to them joining the Corps
soon. As an invitation I extend to all parents and cadets: please do not hesitate to encourage your cadet to visit my office. Whether it’s a "hello!" or a "my
day is not going so great", I want the students to know that I am here for them.
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With college acceptances incoming and more and more deadlines approaching, it's important for our seniors to remain on top of their applications to
ensure they reach their goals. I know that there are still students who are working to complete their applications, so if that is your student, please tell
them to get in touch with me via email or to visit to my office ASAP. Congrats again to our many seniors who have already received word from schools!
Juniors: now is the time to start thinking about colleges you'd like to visit. We have a representative from Mercy College coming to speak with students
toward the end of the month. If there are any other schools you'd like to hear from, please reach out and I will try to coordinate a visit.

From the Activities Coordinator
Welcome back! Our Spring Semester for Cadet Activities is all planned. We have all sorts of indoor
and outdoor activities planned that will take us from winter into the spring. Please encourage your
cadet to participate in the activities and help provide them with any fees that might be associated
with special events.
Some of our Winter Activities will include touring Storm King Art Center (an outdoor sculpture
park), celebrating Groundhog Day at a local nature center (with a live groundhog!), and ice-skating
at Bear Mountain State Park. Spring Events include day trips to Woodstock, strawberry picking while
visiting the “World’s Largest Garden Gnome”, attending the Newburgh Illuminated Festival, minigolfing, ice cream trips, and attending the Hudson Valley Fair.
Our major community service event this semester will be “Pesto for Patients”. This will be a two-day
event in which cadets will be making pesto sauce in the Mess Hall, packaging it, and then labelling
the product. We will then be distributing the pesto for a suggested donation and all the proceeds will
be going to the St. Luke’s Hospital Pediatric Department. If local parents would like to assist in this
event or any others, please contact shill@nyma.org for more information.
This weekend, cadets can meet in the CAC to help make “go team!” school spirit signs for our
upcoming sports games. Saturday is Karaoke Night in the CAC and Sunday’s Palisades Mall Trip will
take place from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm.
Next weekend there will be a movie theater trip, a free West Point Concert, and a trip to the Storm
King Art Center. Have a wonderful weekend. Please enjoy the pictures from our cookie decorating
event. It was a big hit. A special thanks to Dr. Webb for making it happen!
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Art Spotlight
Happy New Year and welcome back cadets!
We started our new Printmaking elective
with some exciting monoprints (single,
unique pieces).
Our Studio Art class is beginning a unit on
sculpture and our Middle School Art cadets
are beginning still life drawings.
Have a great weekend!
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Please join us for
an evening of
dinner & dancing
at the annual
New York
Military Academy

Saturday, January 26th
Six o’clock in the evening

Eisenhower Hall
Ballroom
West Point, NY 10996

The receiving line will begin at 6pm.
Dinner will be served at 7:30 pm.
Semi-Formal Attire

Kindly RSVP by January 15 t h to
COST FOR THE EVENING:

$45 PER GUEST

NUMBER ATTENDING:
CADET NAME:
PARENT/GUARDIAN/GUEST NAME(S):

Mrs. Barbara O’Rourke
Email: brourke@nyma.org
Phone: (845) 534-3710 ext. 4227
Mail: Winter Formal
New York Military Academy
78 Academy Avenue
Cornwall on Hudson, NY 12520

ALL CHECKS SHOULD BE MADE PAYABLE TO NYMA.THERE IS NO CHARGE FOR NYMA CADETS.

