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Superintendent's Message 
This year’s Interfaith Candlelight Service will take place on Sunday, December 16th.  The service is a traditional NYMA event that dates back more than 

a hundred years and brings the Corps of Cadets, faculty and staff, and parents together to mark the holidays in a way that celebrates the diversity on 

our campus.   

The program for Sunday will include readings from Christian, Hebrew, and Muslim texts calling for peace on earth and will be followed by traditional 

American Christmas carols.  The candle-lighting itself, passing the light of a candle from one person to the next, symbolizes that we are all of the 

brotherhood of man and share the same hopes for the future. 

Dinner will be served after the Candlelight Service. You should have received an 

invitation…I hope to see many of you there! 

On Thursday, we were visited by NYMA Alumnus, James Elsner, class of ‘37. Mr. 

Elsner served in the U.S. Army Air Corps during World War II and U.S. Air Force in 

the Korean War. He shared a number of his wonderful memories at NYMA with us. 

He will soon celebrate his 100th birthday. Happy birthday, Mr. Elsner! 

Winter Furlough is less than two weeks away! To help arrange transportation 

needs, we have created a dedicated email for transportation requests. If your child 

needs to be dropped off before the furlough and/or picked up after the furlough, 

please email transportation@nyma.org to submit your requests. When you make a 

request, please include as much detail as possible such as day, time, location, flight 

number, etc. Please note that if your child will ride the school van to and/or from 

Beacon Station, you do not need to submit a special email request. 

 

Dean’s News 
I wanted to wish all of our Jewish families a happy and healthy Hanukkah. The Festival of Lights began so 
early this year with the first night landing on December 2nd and the last night on December 10th. Some of 
our students were able to attend a Hanukkah party last weekend to begin the celebration. 

We are now only one week away from the close of the 2nd Marking Period which falls on December 

13th.  The two day school-wide review will take place on Friday, December 14th and Monday, December 

17th.  Four days of mid-term exams follow from December 18th-21st. Please encourage your children to 

study for their mid-terms as they account for 20% of the semester grade. Students may leave for the 

Winter Furlough on Friday December 21st after they have completed all of their exams. We need the travel 

itinerary for all of our international students. Please submit them directly to our international 

coordinator, Ms. Bonnie Dong at bdong@nyma.org. 

I have asked the teachers to submit the midterm grades to me by December 28th so that they may also 

enjoy their holiday time off. We will send grade reports out to parents as soon as our office has processed 

them. When students return from break, they will begin the second semester of classes.  The teachers will 

be offering some interesting new electives that we will pitch to our students at the next community 

meeting. Here is a sample of what is to come: Plagues and Pandemics, Printmaking, Criminal Justice, 

Madness and Art (English elective), War and Society, and Mythology, Fantasy, and Fairy Tales. 

Please remember to respond to the invitation to NYMA’s annual Candlelight Service. Mrs. Madaia sent out 

the invitation for you to join the Corps in the chapel on Sunday, December 16th at 5:00 pm for this beautiful 

service. Dinner will follow immediately after. Two guests for dinner are included with the invitation, but if you would like to purchase more tickets and 

bring a larger group, please contact Barbara O’Rourke at borourke@nyma.org. Please RSVP by December 7th.  Chef Richard Thorn will be preparing 

steak and salmon as entrée options so we are in for a real treat.   

mailto:transportation@nyma.org
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The Josten’s representative will be on our campus during the cadet’s lunchtime this coming 

Wednesday. Juniors and Seniors that wish to order class rings will be sized and given a 

pricelist for various design options and metals. Cadets who place orders for class rings are 

presented with them at the annual Ring Hop ceremony in May. 

We are also extremely excited about the upcoming Winter Formal on Saturday, January 26th 

which has been confirmed to take place in the ballroom of Eisenhower Hall at West Point. 

The JROTC Department uses this event as one of their formal exercises and they have been 

working closely with Commandant Naseef to begin the planning. We will be sending out 

invitations as soon as we have all of the logistics worked out, but we wanted to be sure you 

save the date. 

Teachers and students have been working diligently to finish the entire first semester 

curriculum. Mr. Lemon’s 7th graders are learning about how the framers of the United States 

government worked to ensure that the people's voices are heard. They are also examining how some people were excluded from having their liberties 

protected and how those injustices have been addressed over time. 

His 8th grade students are continuing to learn about the age of American Imperialism. They studied the causes and effects of the Spanish-American War 

and American Imperialism in Asia. 

Mr. Anderson’s American Government students are looking at some important documents to examine their impact on how we view our rights. For 

example, they read Lucy Stone's letter saying that she will not pay her taxes until women were given the right to vote. Students also read a little about 

Oveta Culp Hobby, who helped create what would become the Women's Army Corps during World War II. She also served in President Eisenhower's 

cabinet. 

Scholars in U.S. History have been evaluating the alternatives available to the 

government after the Civil War and studied early efforts to help newly freed slaves 

across the South.  

Psychology is finishing up our study of memory by looking at the Seven Sins of 

Memory; the most common reasons memory fails us. In doing so, students were 

able to trash Mr. Anderson's attempt at a magic trick which tries to take advantage 

of memory problems. Darn it. These kids are too clever, sometimes. 

This week, Mr. Langan's English 10 classes read the classic science fiction story, 

The Cold Equations, and then engaged in an extended conversation about the 

ethical challenges confronting the story's protagonist. This led to a discussion of 

further examples of these sorts of situations which culminated in a debate about 

the proper course of action in Star Trek's famous "Kobayashi Maru" scenario. 

Students thoughtfully explored the proper response to a simulation that is 

designed to place its participants in a 

no-win situation.  Star Fleet awaits! 

As preparation for their final essay of what has been a truly writing-

intensive class, students in College English learned and reviewed 

the list of logical fallacies to be avoided in constructing a successful 

argument. This included extensive discussions of examples of each 

fallacy. Holiday dinner debates are about to become much more 

entertaining. 

I enjoyed watching the girl’s first basketball game on Wednesday 

afternoon. We have assembled quite a skilled team from literally all 

over the world. Those parents who had children here last year 

know how near and dear celebrating cultural diversity is to me. I 

couldn’t help but smile from ear to ear when I got a close-up view 

of Flera Vinerte’s foot gear. If you look really carefully you can see 

her representation of the U.S., Latvia, and her current home of 

NYMA.  Way to go Flo!!! 

Emily Wan (pictured left) makes the supreme sacrifice to cut her beautiful hair within the JROTC guidelines. 

Female cadets must either wear their hair in a bun or have it short enough where it does not touch their shirt 

collar. She was going to cut it herself, but we thought better of it. 
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From the Admissions Office 

It’s been another exciting week for the Admissions Department. We fielded a near record-high 71 inquiries about the school, received one new 

application, accepted one pending application, and gave 2 tours to interested families. We also welcomed New 

Cadet Nicholas Furtado (pictured left). If you see him around campus, please welcome him to our NYMA Family! 

Review NYMA on Niche: We value your feedback! Share your NYMA experience by writing a review of our 

school on Niche!  Share your story at: https://www.niche.com/k12/new-york-military-academy-cornwall-on-

hudson-ny/#reviews 

Upcoming Open House: Next Saturday, December 15th 

Open Houses begin precisely at 10:00 am and end at approximately 1:00 pm. Families will join in an informal 

meet and greet with the Academy’s staff, enjoy a brief presentation, and be shown around campus by cadets. 

Interviews of prospective applicants will also be conducted. To RSVP for an Open House, please contact our 

Admissions Office at admissions@nyma.org or at (845) 534-3710, Ext. 4272. 

 From the Athletic Department 
Boys Varsity Basketball: 

Saturday, 12/1 - The NYMA Boys 

Varsity Basketball team had its last 

scrimmage before kicking off the new 

season. They traveled to West Point 

Prep and played in an awesome 

environment! NYMA lost 78-92 but they 

played extremely hard. Xavier Gibbs led 

the Knights with 36 points and Zamere 

McKenzie added 15 as well. 

Sunday, 12/2 - Boys Varsity Basketball 

(1-0) opened up their season traveling 

to New Lebanon, NY to take on the Darrow Ducks in a HVAL matchup. The Knights would go on to win by the 

score of 91-37. NYMA was led by Jaylen Davis with 23 points. Also contributing for the Knights were Josh 

Antoine and Xavier Gibbs who each had 14 points. Jalen Ricks finished with 11 points and Zamere McKenzie 

had 10. 

The Boys Varsity team is home tonight as they take on HVAL opponent Faith Christian Academy. The boys have 

a big week coming up as they host NEPSAC power, St. Thomas More, on Tuesday. They will then travel to the 

Bronx on Friday to take on Our Savior Lutheran in the City Legends College Showcase Event being played at 

historical St. Raymond’s High School. 

Boys Junior Varsity Basketball: 

Saturday, 12/1 - The NYMA Boys Junior Varsity Basketball team opened up the season by beating Storm King 

at home by the score of 58-14. Coach Mario Espinoza (pictured right) made sure the team was well prepared 

and ready to play! 

Wednesday, 12/5 - The JV Basketball team played 

away at Woodstock Day School. The Knights won by 

the score of 75-32 and Eric Veidemanis led all scorers 

with 21 points. Cadet Justin Bonsu scored 18 points with 7 assists while Cadet Jakai Lester had 

a monster game grabbing 17 rebounds. Cadet Harrison Jones pitched in 13 points. The JV Boys 

will host St. Thomas More on Tuesday. 

Girls Varsity Basketball: 

Wednesday, 12/5 - the NYMA Girls Varsity Basketball team led by Coach Scott Alvarez tipped 

off the season at home against Chase Collegiate. The girls played a remarkable game winning 

by the score of 94-52. Cadet Zuzia Kulinska led all scorers with 37 points while Roberta “Tessa” 

Bjornman added 20 points. Cadet Dominyka Paliulyte scored 16 points, Isabel “Isa” Sanchez 

chipped in with 14, and Flera “Flo” Vinerte had 7. Also contributing was our Cheerleading 

https://www.niche.com/k12/new-york-military-academy-cornwall-on-hudson-ny/#reviews
https://www.niche.com/k12/new-york-military-academy-cornwall-on-hudson-ny/#reviews
mailto:admissions@nyma.org
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Captain Gianna Whritenour who happens to be 

one of the best athletes in the school. She agreed 

to help the team out while they are dealing with 

some injuries and she did a terrific job coming 

off the bench in the win. The Lady Knights were 

back in tonight as they kicked off a varsity 

double-header against Faith Christian Academy 

at Alumni Gym. The girls now head up to Darrow 

on Saturday to take on the Ducks.  

Boys Modified Basketball: 

Thursday, 12/6 - The NYMA Boys Modified 

Basketball team led by Coach Anthony Bailey 

defeated Oakwood Friends Academy by the score of 37-12. All of 

our young cadets played well and made NYMA proud. They also 

enjoyed some McDonald’s after the game and I heard they ate 

about 100 chicken nuggets led by Cadet Duke Liu. 

Varsity Wrestling: 

Saturday, 12/8 - Coach Tom Roselli and the NYMA Wrestling team will kick off their varsity campaign as they 

travel to Marvelwood for the Skiff Mountain Shuffle. The team is excited to hit the mats and get their season 

off to a positive start. We are extremely happy to have these young cadets represent NYMA by bringing back a 

rich and proud tradition of wrestling here at the Academy. 

Alumni News: 

Congrats to NYMA Alumnus, Zaahir “Booda” Woody ’18, for recently earning Player of the Week Honors at the 

County College of Morris in New Jersey. We are extremely proud of you…keep up the good work!  

Go Knights! 

From the Commandant 
The end is near! The end of the 2nd Marking Period that is. During this past closed weekend a few cadets 

graciously volunteered to go to the West Point Cemetery and participate in Wreaths Across America. 

My wife planned this in addition to some 

other upcoming community outreach 

projects. 

This weekend is open and will give the 

cadets a much needed break. Next weekend 

will be closed with a focus on upcoming 

exams and drill. Lastly, being that our 

school has an Army JROTC Program, it is 

only fitting to add GO ARMY…BEAT NAVY 

as the big Army/Navy football game is this 

weekend. 

Counselor’s Corner 
Welcome to our new cadets who have arrived as the cold of winter sneaks up on the Hudson Valley. I 

know it's a difficult time of year to arrive at a new school, but we welcome them and if they need 

anything, they can always reach out. 

Please wish some of our test-takers good luck as they tackle the ACTs, SSATs, and the TOEFL this 

weekend. Since we are not hosting this round of exams on our campus, we will have to send extra 

strong vibes to these cadets as they travel in their various directions to test. 

I am awaiting a status report reply from most of our seniors regarding where they are with their college applications. Please encourage them to reply 

ASAP so I can send out their transcripts, etc. As the Class of 2019 rounds the semester, they should remember that their mid-year report card will be 

sent out to colleges. Therefore, they should make sure that they do everything they can to end this semester on a high note. 
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I'm so happy to have more and more students coming by my office to check in, talk about how their year is going, and try to complete some of my 

"impossible" desk puzzles. (I will try my best to have better snacks and candy available). I know that it's intimidating to come into the main office 

sometimes, but hopefully they know that it is always a safe place for them to express themselves and get any help that they may need.   

Family and Parents, as always, thank you for sharing your students’ lives with us.  

 

From the Activities Coordinator 
It seems quite unreal to me that we are approaching 

the last weekends of cadet activities for the semester. 

I remember so vividly planning this calendar as I sat 

in an Adirondack lake house this summer. But as the 

holiday nostalgia sets in, I am ready to plan for the 

approaching colder months ahead and for the rest of 

the year. Parents, please contact me at 

shill@nyma.org if there is any activity you would like 

to see on the calendar or that you might be able to 

assist with. 

Last weekend, the 9th graders had their class trip to 

The Body Art Barn. They spent some time learning 

the techniques of aerial training suspended from the 

ceilings of a refurbish barn in Chester, NY that is now 

a yoga studio. Our Henna Party in the CAC was also 

successful and thanks, once again, to cadets Flo and Isa for hosting that. Both these activities were a great success and have been asked for again. You 

will see these on the second semester calendar for sure! 

This weekend, Ms. Furnia will be helping cadets bring on the school spirit at the home basketball 

games. Saturday night is “Make your own mini pizza Night” in the CAC where we will be showing 

a holiday movie. Cadets also signed up for a shopping trip to Woodbury Commons on Sunday.   

Next weekend we are trying to plan a pottery trip to a local studio and Dr. Webb will be 

decorating cookies in the CAC on Saturday evening.  Have a fabulous weekend! 

 

Art Spotlight 
Our Drawing and Painting class is wrapping up our 

Figure Drawing unit. Ms. Satcher and several cadets 

came in as live models for our students to work from.  

To the right we have Cadet Zhou creating an oil 

painting on wood, Cadets Yang and Bjornman are 

creating portraits and self-portraits in colored 

pencil, and Cadet Hassane added a watercolor 

background to his pencil drawing. Cadet DeBree 

completed his stencil print of Stan Lee for Studio Art. 

The print has been well-received by his peers in 

other art classes. Well done! 

mailto:shill@nyma.org

