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Superintendent's Message NYMA was hit with the first snow of the year yesterday! It’s hard to believe that the two photos below were taken only one week apart.  

Today is the last day of the first 

half of the 2nd Marking Period and 

parents will receive the next 

interim report soon. Thanksgiving 

Furlough will start on Wednesday, 

November 21st and I hope 

everyone will enjoy the time off 

with family and friends. Offices 

will be open on that Wednesday, 

but teachers will be off that day. 

When you have a chance, please 

have a conversation with your 

child about his or her academic 

progress and encourage your 

cadet to work hard to reach his or 

her academic goals. 

 

There will be no newsletter next week; our next issue will be published on Friday, November 30th.  Happy Thanksgiving to you all! 

 

Dean’s News 
NYMA survived the first snowstorm of the year which 

brought 8-12 inches of snow to the area. Dr. Gastel wisely 

scheduled a delayed start to the day so that all of the 

teachers and students could arrive safely. All instructional 

days are precious, but today is especially so because it is the 

last day of the Interim Marking Period. Unfortunately, our 

procrastinators are usually in a mad dash to turn in their 

assignments before the close of the day. Grades will be 

submitted to the Academic Office by teachers on Monday. It 

is our intention to send them out to parents by the close of 

Tuesday. Hopefully, the grades will give you reason for “thanks” during the upcoming holiday.    
This weekend is a closed weekend followed by two days of instruction on Monday and Tuesday. Students may 

depart for the extended Thanksgiving Furlough after classes on Tuesday. This will be the last newsletter until 

we return from the Furlough so on behalf of NYMA and the Academic office, we wish you all a Happy 

Thanksgiving filled with family, yummy food, and lots of rest 

and relaxation.  

Congratulations to this next round of cadets that have 

completed their New Cadet Training. Recognized into the 

Corps of Cadets during our Community Meeting this past 

Tuesday are (pictured right from left to right) Jasir Anwar, 

Julia Wang, Emily Wan, and Felix Fan.  We are all very proud 

of your accomplishments! 

We would like to extend a warm welcome to the newest 

member of the faculty. Command Sergeant Major Almeida 

joined the JROTC program this past Wednesday and will 

serve as the Senior Army Instructor at NYMA. He spent the 
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week meeting the students and sitting in on classes with First Sergeant Blum. He is very eager to begin taking 

over his own classes and helping to grow the JROTC program here at NYMA. 

Our former JROTC instructor, Master Sergeant Bailey, stopped by for a visit. Word got out that he was in the 

office and the waves of students appeared. Charlie Dong couldn’t believe his eyes. I haven’t seen him smile like 
that in quite a while. Mr. Lemon’s 7th graders have finished studying the American Revolution and are now discussing the early days 

of the new country. They will be talking about the difficulties of the Post-Revolutionary Era that will include 

Shay’s Rebellion and the Whisky Rebellion which led to the creation of our Constitution. His 8th graders are 

completing the unit on the U.S. Constitution. They are looking at how the three branches of the Federal 

Government check and balance each other’s powers and how governmental power is divided between the 

federal and state levels. Biology students in Ms. Furnia’s class are 
applying their knowledge of plants and 

photosynthesis. There are conducting a fun 

exercise learning about why leaves change color 

in the fall and the importance of these pigments 

to plants’ growth. Ms. Furnia also arranged to 

have our students screen the movie, Science 

Fair. All of the cadets will be attending the 

screening on Saturday afternoon. I have 

included the subject matter and review below: “Hailed by critics as ‘immensely likeable,’ ‘brilliant and quirky,’ an ‘ode to the teenage 

science geeks on who our future depends,’ and 

winner of the audience award at Sundance and SXSW, National Geographic Documentary Films' SCIENCE FAIR 

follows nine high school students from around the globe as they navigate rivalries, setbacks and, of course, 

hormones, on their journey to compete at The International Science and Engineering Fair. As 1,700 of the 

smartest, quirkiest teens from 78 different countries face 

off, only one will be named Best in Fair. The film, from 

Fusion Media and directed by the DuPont Award-winning 

and Emmy-nominated documentary filmmaking team 

Cristina Costantini and Darren Foster, offers a front row 

seat to the victories, defeats, and motivations of an incredible group of young men and women who 

are on a path to change their lives and the world, through science.” Miss Hill’s 7th grade English class has completed the first two chapters in The Strange Case of Dr. 

Jekyll and Mr. Hyde and finished out the week with a project that involves making wanted posters 

for Mr. Hyde, the evil villain in the novel. The boys particularly enjoyed applying wet tea bags to give 

their posters a vintage look and going outside to burn the edges using all of Ms. Hill’s matches. Ms. 
Hill however, did all of the burning for safety purposes.  Mrs. Martinez’s Spanish class learned about Veterans Day with an informative Spanish worksheet. The students 

were really proud of how much of the story they understood! They are also learning about good health and 

completing a project entitled Mi Plato which is the Spanish version of My 

Plate.  Ms. Tamulis’ Library Club Group continues to meet on Wednesdays. Eric Zhu, 

a member of the club, writes, “We have a lot of fun in Library Advisory Group 

with our amazing group advisor, Ms. Tamulis (picture right). Besides reading 

various books, we discuss our favorite books and the lessons we learned 

from the books. It greatly helps us strengthen our interest in reading and we 

have explored new genres of books that we had never read. We also 

decorated the library to make it more appealing to students. The pictures on 

the left are our fall decorations. It is great to see how our artistic talents 

improved our campus’ learning environment. In addition, we learned how to 

organize books in the library. This skill will definitely help us if we go to a 

huge library and try to find the books we want. More importantly, we would 

like to increase the readership on campus. Therefore, we made colorful posters to advocate the importance of reading.” 
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From the Admissions Office 

Another busy week for the Admissions Department! Interest in our school seems to be continuing to increase and the activity around the office reflected 

it.  We fielded 51 inquiries about the Academy, received 4 new applications, accepted one pending application, registered one new cadet, and gave 2 

tours to interested families. 

We value your feedback! Share your NYMA experience by writing a review of our school on Niche! 

https://www.niche.com/k12/new-york-military-academy-cornwall-on-hudson-ny/#reviews 

Upcoming Open House     Saturday, December 15th 

Open Houses begin precisely at 10:00 am and end at approximately 1:00 pm. Families will join in an informal meet and greet with the Academy’s staff, 
enjoy a brief presentation, and be shown around campus by cadets. Interviews of prospective applicants will also be conducted. To RSVP for an Open 

House, please contact our Admissions Office at admissions@nyma.org or at (845) 534-3710, Ext. 4272. 

From the Athletic Department 
On Saturday, 11/10, members of the NYMA Cross Country team traveled to the New England Championships that were being held at Marianapolis Prep. 

Cadets Matthew Montes, Karif Isaacs, Alex Deluccia, and Justin Bonsu took the 3-hour drive and did our school proud. The course was very rough as it 

was wet and muddy from rain all week. The boys did a great job and Matthew Montes finished 26th out of 208 runners. Karif Isaacs made it into the top 

half of the field finishing 104th. The team did another great job this year and had a terrific season led by first-year coach, Sergeant Shaun Beach. The 

future is bright for this group of runners as they all return for next year. 

We also had to wrap up the Intramural 

season where our cadets had chances all 

fall to showcase their talents in sports such 

as Baseball, Basketball, Flag Football, 

Kickball, and Tennis. To the left are some 

highlights from our Flag Football contests. 

Winter sports started here on campus and 

right on cue the area was blanketed by our 

first snowfall of the year. As the teams are 

being put together, we are excited to offer 

the following sports: Modified Basketball, 

Boys JV Basketball, Boys Varsity Basketball, 

Bowling, Cheerleading, Girls Varsity Basketball, Rifle, Swimming, and Wrestling. It looks to be a fun and exciting winter season and we are all looking 

forward to it. Please stay tuned to nyma.org for updated practice schedules, team rosters, scores, and highlights from the events. 

Tryouts and practices have 

been heating up. The Boys JV 

and Varsity Basketball teams 

welcomed Coach J.R. from 

Believe Elite Athletics Training 

in Monroe to campus. Coach J.R. 

put the cadets through an on-

court functional movement 

workout as well as a focused 

warm-up/workout. Afterward, 

he took the teams to the weight 

room for some strength and 

conditioning training as well as a guided stretch. He added important tips on motivation and 

nutrition throughout. We hope to have Coach J.R. back on campus to work with all of our athletes as 

the year goes on. 

In the spirit of winter sports season, we would like to recognize a few cadets who have received 

recognition: 

Members of the Girls Varsity Basketball team were selected to participate in the New York Top 24 

Elite Showcase in Albany! You go girls…#GirlPower! 
Dominyka, Roberta, Sonny, and Zuzia pictured left having a good time! 

https://www.niche.com/k12/new-york-military-academy-cornwall-on-hudson-ny/#reviews
mailto:admissions@nyma.org
http://www.nyma.org/
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Cadet Jaylen Davis (right, top row) was named to the All-East team 

this fall by the HoopGroup for his stellar performance at one of 

their Fall College Showcases in New York City. 

Cadet Josh Antoine (far right) was recognized by numerous 

college coaches as he had a breakout performance at the New 

England Recruiting Report Top 75 Showcase that was held in 

Brewster, NY. 

Members of the Boys and Girls Basketball teams had opportunities 

to take visits to Marist College, Seton Hall University, and Siena 

College. While they were there, our student-athletes had a chance 

to meet the coaches and take in a game. Cadet Jeannot Basima is 

picture below with Columbia Assistant Coach Jake Brown. 

The following colleges and universities attended Open Gyms to see players on our 

Boys and Girls Basketball teams this fall: Allegheny College (D3), Columbia 

University (D1), Dartmouth (D1), Marist College (D1), New Paltz College (D3), 

Nichols College (D3), Ohio University (D1), College of St. Rose (D2), Seton Hall 

University (D1), Siena 

College (D1), Sullivan 

County Community 

College (D2), Ulster 

County Community 

College (D2), Utica 

College (D3), and 

University of Texas-San 

Antonio (D1). We would 

like to thank them all for 

taking the time to come 

and see our student-athletes. Moving forward we will have many more colleges and schools 

on campus to see our cadets and talk to them about their futures. Many universities have 

reached out recently and requested a copy of the teams’ schedules so they can plan on 

making the trip to Cornwall-on-Hudson. Go Knights! 

From the Commandant 
Happy Holidays! It’s everyone’s favorite time of the year. The snow has begun to fall 

and we have already felt the sting of the cold. We celebrated 9 cadets’ birthdays for 

the month of November on Wednesday. As usual we served cake and recognized 

the kids.  

With the winter months comes the snowfall. Some cadets have taken the 

opportunity to come and assist with snow removal in the hopes of getting some 

tours off (see the bill I received). 

The cadets are excited to go home and 

spend time with their family this coming 

week for the Thanksgiving Furlough. 

When they return, we will continue to 

focus on academics to ensure everyone is 

prepared for their midterms. Have a 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

Counselor’s Corner 
This week, we had a representative from 

the University of New Haven come to 

speak with some of our cadets about the great opportunities and exciting new Engineering facility located on 

their campus. The Henry C. Lee College of Criminal Justice and Forensic Sciences is a very prestigious and well-

known school. The Forensic Psychology major is also a highly sought after program of study. 
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Some of our seniors who missed out on the college fair at Burke Catholic High School due to a volleyball game were able to attend a fair on Tuesday night 

hosted by Monroe-Woodbury. We hope that they were able to make some great connections and inspire them to continue thinking about their college 

life and post-NYMA years. 

As we come around the corner to the Thanksgiving Furlough, I hope that you get a chance to spend some time with your cadets thinking about what 

they are most thankful for. I know that I am thankful for my family and friends, for the students who work so very hard every day and try their best, for 

the students who come to share their stories and spend time in my office, for the parents and guardians who trust us with their children, and for the 

staff and faculty who work tirelessly to educate the students both in and out of the classroom. What things are you thankful for? Have a wonderful and 

safe Thanksgiving Furlough!  

From the Activities Coordinator 
We are not going to let the snow get us down! This closed weekend has 

so many activities on deck for the cadets. The seniors are off to Buffalo Wild Wings for a “chill” night of sports-watching, wings, and fun.  

Cadets are talking about a variety of interesting-sounding wings like “garlic parmesan” and “Asian zing.” We all hope you have a fabulous 

time.   

Eight cadets have volunteered to help out with Safe Harbor’s Holiday 

Event. They will arrive early to help set up and will be stopping off at 2 Alices in Newburgh for a true coffeehouse experience. The 7th and 8th graders 

are going to the Castle Fun Center in Chester on Sunday morning. With a roller rink, video games, go-karting, and laser tag, they should have a blast. 

We would like to congratulate Cadets Green and DelUniversita who participated in Trivia Night last 

weekend and proved they are “smart cookies!” Both received free movie vouchers for their efforts 
and wins. 

Our last weekend in November entering into December we are hosting a “No Tours, Free Movie” Night 

at Destina Movie Theater. The following night there will be a Henna Party in the CAC hosted by Cadets 

Vinerte and Espinar. We will close out the weekend with Sunday’s Casino Night in the Library and 9th graders will be off that afternoon to the “Body Art Barn” in Chester for an aerial adventure. Happy 

Thanksgiving to you all!   

Art Spotlight 
1. Our Studio Art classes finished up their painting projects but Cadets Martinez and Avaras couldn’t get enough of the pour-painting so they teamed up 

during their free time to complete one together!  

Cadet Edmonson is working with linoleum block printmaking. 

She carved details out of a block of linoleum and created a four-

part stamp to represent a childhood memory of hiking.  

2. Her thumbnail served as a blueprint for her next steps. 

3. She is rolling the ink on the brayer.  

4. Cadet Edmonson is pulling her first prints. 

5. Here are some of her final pieces that she will be working 

with. 6. Meanwhile, a few cadets finished up their painting project. Here we see Cadet Wen’s lovely watercolor of Frida 

Kahlo. It was inspired by herself and Ben Brown, an artist that 

creates dual portraits depicting a living side and a skeleton side. 

7. Lastly, Cadet Saveliev finished this vibrant watercolor work 

that resembles stained glass. Simply magical! 


