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Superintendent's Message 
This week I had the pleasure of attending more parent 

meetings in Hangzhou; it is one of the beautiful cities in China. 

Today is my last day here and I spent the whole day attending 

an education conference in Shanghai. At the conference, I had 

the opportunity to speak about NYMA and talked about our 

diverse educational programs. I am getting ready for my 15-

hour flight back to New York. See you all on Monday! 

Dean’s News 
On Wednesday at our community meeting, we acknowledged 

the students who achieved Honor Roll and High Honor Roll 

status. Students have so many things that they are juggling 

simultaneously that I feel it is important to recognize students 

that are excelling academically. To achieve Honor Roll status, 

students must have an overall average of 85 with no grade 

below 80. Students on Honor Roll this marking period are 

Justin Bonsu, Jaylen Davis, Jolin Edmondson, Isabel Espinar-

Sanchez, Bill He, Alex Hu, Thomas Koumas, Jakai Lester, Noel 

Maldonado, Sean Ren, Cathy Xu, Joseph Xu, and Jason Zheng. 

To achieve High Honor Roll status, students must have an overall average of 90 with no grade below 85.  Students on High Honor Roll are Joshua Antoine, 

Roberta Bjornman, Evan Bobal, Ariel Farzanne, Ethan Hassane, Alex Huang, Zuzanna Kulinska, James Thierer, Yafei Wen, Serena Yang, Robin Zhao, Judy 

Zhou, and Eric Zhu.  I am so very proud of each and every one of them. 

Students who are in need of extra help have been placed on mandatory tutorial sessions 

with teachers directly after school. If your child is failing 2 or more classes, then you should 

have recently received an email notification that weekend priveleges have been 

suspended. The end of the 2nd Interim Marking Period is right around the corner… 

November 16th. Students will be reevaluated on that date to see if their privileges can be 

reinstated. We thank you for your anticipated support. 

I wanted to make sure that all parents are aware that NYMA is in session on Monday, 

November 12th, which is when Veterans Day is observed. When scrolling over November 

12th on the NYMA the calendar, it previously displayed that there would be NO CLASSES. 

This was an error; there will in fact be a full day of instruction on Veterans Day, Monday, 

November 12th. We apologize for any confusion.  Selected students will be participating in 

Veterans Day activities 

on Sunday, November 

11th. 

Students deserve a lot 

of credit for entering 

the building on 

Halloween. Here is a 

picture of the three 

women that inhabit 

the Academic Office 

standing on the steps 

in front of the 

Academic Building. 

Once you entered, Mr. 

Sargent was the 

ghoulish greeter. 
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Students had a very good 

time dressing up for the 

day. We had a contest for “best costume” which 

resulted in a tie between 

Jake DeBree who was Lloyd from “Say 
Anything” and Saule 
Kaupyte who was Barbie. 

Even the canines were 

getting in the spirit. These 

two handsome fellas can 

be seen walking around 

campus. Charlie is getting 

ready for the holiday 

season in his Reindeer 

coat and Brady is just an 

all-around gentleman sporting his bow-tie. 

Below was my favorite visit of the day. Ms. Furnia brought her Science class to my office along with a HUGE bag of candy. The visit had a purpose. They 

were there to show off their knowledge of Newton’s three physical laws that, together, laid the foundation for classical mechanics. They described the 

relationship between a body, the forces acting upon it, and its motion in response to those forces.  For each correct recitation, they would receive a piece 

of candy. I even got some candy just for listening. 

In Ms. Furnia’s Biology class students were asked to put together a new way to teach or learn 

the cell cycle and then teach and explain it to the rest of the class. The process of explaining 

to others and fielding questions from fellow students allowed our students to participate 

actively in the learning process. It also provided some good practice with public speaking and 

gave the students an idea of what their teachers go through when they try to find creative 

ways of presenting topics. Some of her favorites were the models that are pictured below and 

a song written and then sung for the class. Bravo!!! Students in Mrs. Harrell’s Algebra class participated 

in a function auction.  Teams bid on graphs, 

diagrams, and tables attempting to buy the most 

functions. We had a 3-way tie with each team having 

two functions. Jakai Lester and Justin Bonsu had the 

most money left, so they were declared the winners. 

Games are a fun way for Mrs. Harrell’s Math 1 class to study 

probability.  The class has played a variety of games and analyzed 

whether the games are fair or not. Next, students will have to invent their own game and use math to justify if 

the game is fair.  My office is directly below Mrs. Pasquale’s classroom. Today, I was lured to her classroom by the sounds coming 

through the floor (my ceiling). I went upstairs to see if everything was okay and was pulled into this lively game 

of ESL Pictionary on the right. What a creative 

way to expand their vocabulary. 

Mrs. Martinez invited me to her Day of the 

Dead celebration with her Spanish class. I 

learned that it is a festive time celebrated in 

Mexico to remember and honor the dead. 

Though it is celebrated around the same time 

as Halloween, its significance is very different. 

Its importance is to understand and be 

respectful of the tradition of honoring loved 

ones who have died.   

Mr. Anderson has received word from 

Commissioner Vandemark and Commissioner 

Green giving his class permission to observe 
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voting at the St. Thomas of Canterbury School Gym in Cornwall-On-Hudson.  On Election Day, we 

will take his two American Government classes to the polling station to observe the voting 

process. Many of the students in this class are international and have never experienced voting.   

Ms. Hill's 7th grade class is putting the 

finishing touches on their first novel, 

The Light in the Forest.  They chose 

individually different culminating 

projects for the unit. Pictured left- left 

to right: Noel constructed a Lenape-

English dictionary based on all the 

Native American words in the novel, 

Duke focused on the fashions of the 

Natives and European settlers in the 

18th Century, and Dominick made a 

timeline of the entire life of the main 

character, True Son.  According to Ms. 

Hill, they did an excellent job.   

On Tuesday, Mrs. Magno and I took 

the senior class to Burke Catholic 

High School for a college fair with 

over 100 college representatives in 

attendance. NYMA Cadets were given 

the opportunity to perform one hour of community service 

before the fair began by helping out in a number of different 

ways.  Some students helped representatives in with their 

bags, some held doors open, and one student provided 

background music by playing the piano. It was a great way to 

meet and greet college admissions representatives and then 

later have conversations with them at their tables.   

Mrs. Magno and I were fortunate enough to be able to attend 

the current production of Tosca, by Giacomo Puccini at the 

Metropolitan Opera in NYC. We met Mr. Maldanado, father of 

NYMA Cadet Noel, who is currently performing in the 

production. It was wonderful and such a thrill to see one of 

our students on stage in such a prestigious venue. We are so 

proud of him. We snuck a picture of the final curtain call. 

Unfortunately, Noel is not in the picture because the children are released by 8:45 pm.   

 

From the Admissions Office 

Hello and Happy Halloween from the Admissions Team! This week we 

experienced another surge in interest about our school. We 

responded to 60 inquiries, received 2 new international applications, 

and gave 4 tours to interested families.    

Tomorrow morning, we will be hosting another Open House here on 

campus and are expecting a great turnout. To RSVP for the Open 

House, please contact our Admissions Office at admissions@nyma.org 

or at (845) 534-3710, Ext. 4272. Open Houses begin at 10:00 am and 

end at approximately 1:00 pm. Hope to see you there! 

A huge thank you to all of our wonderful staff members who answered 

our Halloween Week Instagram Takeover Challenge. Many thanks to 

Bonnie Dong, Joseph Naseef, Alicia Simon, Lydia Chan, and Daniel 

Dunn for giving everyone a creative and insightful look into a day on 

campus from their perspective!   

mailto:admissions@nyma.org
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Check out all of their great pictures from this past week on Instagram 

(@thenewyorkmilitaryacademy) or at instagram.com/thenewyorkmilitaryacademy/. 

From the Athletic Department 
Happy Halloween to everyone! We hope you all had a chance to Trick or Treat. On 

Friday, 10/26, the Lady Knights Volleyball team traveled to Faith Christian Academy for 

an HVAL matchup. This was a rematch of the girls’ first game where they lost to FCA in 

three sets. This time NYMA would go on to win 3-2 in five sets (Game 1: 25-16, Game 2: 

25-21, Game 3: 21-25, Game 4: 13-25, Game 5: 15-8). It was a great win for the team!  

The Lady Knights were back in action on Monday, 10/29, as they took on a very talented 

Poughkeepsie Day School. NYMA won in four sets by the score of 3-1 (Game 1: 26-24, 

Game 2: 25-21, Game 3: 22-25, Game 4: 25-22). Then on Tuesday, the Volleyball team 

hosted Oakwood Friends Academy. NYMA grabbed another big win as they won in three 

straight sets (Game 1: 25-10, Game 2: 25-11 NYMA, Game 3: 25-19). 

The girls were on the road today as they took a trip to Connecticut to face Marvelwood. They 

also have a game tomorrow (11/3) at 4:00 pm at Storm King. This will be their last regular 

season game of the year as they head into the HVAL playoffs next week. As of right now, the 

girls have a chance to be the 1st, 2nd, or 3rd seed in the playoff brackets. The top-2 seeds get 

first-round byes and are off until Wednesday where they would host a home game. If they 

fall to the 3rd spot, they tip off on Monday, but the game will be at NYMA. 

On Wednesday, 10/31, the NYMA Cross Country team traveled to Oakwood Friends for the 

HVAL Championships. Cadet Karif Isaacs finished in 8th place which earned him a medal. 

Cadet Alex Deluccia also ran a solid race finishing in the top-15. We are extremely proud of 

him and the entire team! They will be back in action next Wednesday as some runners will 

travel to Faith Christian for the HVAL B Race. Others will rest up and prepare for the New 

England Championships on Saturday at Marianpolis Prep. 

Also on Wednesday, the NYMA Soccer team (5-10-1 Overall) (3-5-1 HVAL) traveled to Oakwood Friends Academy and won by the score of 5-2. Goals 

were scored by Jeannot Basima (2), Zamere McKenzie, Janis Katlaps, and Thapelo Shika. It was a big win for the team as the playoffs approach. 

The next day, the Soccer team traveled to Poughkeepsie Day School for an HVAL matchup with playoff implications. The game ended up in a 2-2 tie. 

Cadets Zamere McKenzie and Thapelo Shika scored for the Knights. NYMA will host Storm King tomorrow (11/3) at 3:00 pm. This will be their last 

regular season game as the HVAL playoffs will start for them next week. It’s looking like our Knights have wrapped up the 4th seed and will have a home 

game Monday against Oakwood Friends Academy. The winner will then have 

to make the trip down 9W on Tuesday to take on the no. 1 seed, Storm King, 

who will get a first-round bye. Go Knights!!! 

From the Commandant 
What an exciting week here at NYMA! Students dressed up for Halloween, staff 

and faculty took over the Instagram account, and we have a closed weekend to 

cap off the week. This weekend our cadets will practice marching followed by 

a Commandant’s Inspection.  

Due to my daughter’s surgery on Halloween, the cadets handed out candy to 

her in the Mess Hall as she went table to table. I returned the favor the next 

night allowing cadets to come get some candy at my house! Thank you again 

for the amazing support from everyone!  

Counselor’s Corner 
This weekend we are hosting the SATs here at NYMA. This is the first time some of our students will be taking such a standardized test, so please send 

your best test-taking vibes to Scarborough Hall tomorrow morning. 

Our seniors attended a college fair that was hosted by Burke Catholic High School this Tuesday. Ms. Reeves and I brought most of the seniors to the fair 

to visit with over 100 schools. As the Dean stated, they not only volunteered their time beforehand to assist with the setup, but they also asked many 

well-received questions and discovered schools that they might not have otherwise thought about. Please continue to speak with your students about 

their college decisions and encourage them to reach out with any questions they may have. 

https://www.instagram.com/thenewyorkmilitaryacademy/
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There is still time to make the late registration deadline for the December SATs so please let 

me know if your student would like to register. If you decide to register them yourself and 

there are no seats available, please register for the nearest test center and send me your 

student's admission ticket info to smagno@nyma.org. 

As always, thank you so much for trusting us with your children. I am so happy to get to know 

your students and I am proud of all the hard work that they do on a regular basis to become 

better citizens of NYMA. 

From the Activities Coordinator 
Abracadabra! And just 

like that, October is 

gone! This weekend is a 

closed weekend and we 

are kicking it off with a magic show for all cadets at 8:00 pm on Friday. Cadets got 

their fill of surprises at the Salisbury Mills Haunted Firehouse last Saturday. It was 

a little chilly, but we dressed warm and were prepared to be scared. There was 

even some free treats and candy.   

This Saturday, we were supposed to go into town to do some fall cleanup for senior 

citizens, but our plans have changed on account of the blustery, rainy weather 

expected. This Sunday, cadets are headed to the Destinta Theaters to catch an 

afternoon movie. Cadets who signed up and are on the Honor Roll are getting a free movie ticket!  We’re so proud of you! 
Here are some upcoming events for November: Trivia and Bingo Competitions next 

week, Senior Gathering at Buffalo Wild Wings, Volunteering at the Safe Harbors 

Holiday Event, 7th and 8th grade Trip to the Castle Fun Center, and “Tie-Dye” 
Something Event. Have a wonderful weekend! 

Art Spotlight 
Our Middle School Art and Studio Art classes are 

finishing up their painting projects. Our Studio Art theme for painting was “Life and/or Death”. We 
looked at artwork pertaining to both sides of the coin. 

We also examined work based on Día de los Muertos, 

a Mexican holiday involving prayer and remembrance 

of friends and family members that have passed on. 

Lovely frames which were donated to the Art 

Department last year really helped showcase the 

finished pieces! Come see the walls of Scarborough 

and check out these lovely works for yourself.  

 

Cadet Kratman created the skull-themed acrylic 

painting on a wood panel. Cadet Martinez 

created two stunning pour-paintings made from 

acrylic paint and additives that make them 

pourable. If you want to see the creation of this 

work, check out our Instagram 

@thenewyorkmilitaryacademy to watch our 

cadet in action! Cadet Sykes created the amazing 

oil painting of a cloudy night sky on canvas. Cadet Allegra used oil paint to create the 

dramatic bright red work on canvas. Cadet Avaras was our pour-painting ambassador 

and created multiple works and selected his favorite for display. Cadet Edmondson 

created a vibrant acrylic avocado on a wood slice using a complementary color 

scheme. Cadet DeBree created the brilliant red, silver, and black acrylic pour-painting 

that looks like fire in the sky. Cadet Carbone created the whimsical oil painting of a 

waterfall on canvas. Cadet Edison Zhang created a watercolor of a “death mask”, a 
technique of creating a cast of a person after death that was used as a memento. 

mailto:smagno@nyma.org

