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Superintendent's Message 
Greetings from China! During my visit to Beijing, 

Shijiazhuang, Zhengzhou, Shanghai, and Wuhan, I attended a 

number of conferences and gave presentations about several 

different topics. I also had the pleasure of meeting many 

parents of our current international cadets and alumni. I 

sincerely thanked them for sending their children thousands 

of miles away from home and giving NYMA the opportunity to 

educate them. The parents also gave me a lot of input and 

suggestions that will make NYMA even better. Thank you, 

parents, for your support! 

 

Dean’s News 
We had a great turnout for Parent/Teacher Conferences on 

Saturday as well as all of the scheduled Homecoming 

festivities. Thank you for all of your positive feedback about 

the way the conferences were scheduled and the 

professionalism of our teachers. It was very apparent just how hard they work.  Thank you to Mrs. Madaia for scheduling all the meetings and 

accommodating some parents on short notice. It continued to be a very busy weekend for teachers because as you know, the marking period ended on 

Friday and grades were due on Monday. That of course meant a weekend of 

grading. Mrs. Madaia announced by email on Thursday that a PDF version of the 

report cards had been uploaded on Rediker. You can access the report card by 

logging into your plus portal account and then clicking on the e-locker tab. The 

report card will be listed under e-portfolio. If you would prefer to have a copy 

directly emailed to you, please contact Mrs. Madaia and she will shoot one out 

to you.  

On a very positive note, there were 13 students on the honor roll and 12 

students on the high honor roll.  I’m so very proud of them and their hard work. 
I will be announcing their names at our next community meeting on Tuesday. 

Together, this accounts for over 25 percent of the Corps of Cadets. Keep up the 

good work!  

For students who earned less than a 75 in any course, their tutorial schedules 

have been amended to send them to those teachers for extra help in the 

afternoons. Students that are failing one 

course and have an overall average lower than a 75 will not be allowed to 

compete in their sport competitions until their grades have increased 

through the next grade reporting period. Students that are failing two 

courses will be subject to the athletic sanction mentioned above and will also 

not be permitted to go home or LOB on open weekends. 

Ms. Hill (above-left) conducts a conference with Jakai Lester’s parents and 
Mr. Landan (above) conducts a conference with Kobe Parker’s mother. 
Directly after the conferences, Mrs. Magno (pictured left) conducted an 

extremely informative session on the college application process. Her time 

slot was competing with lunch and meetings with your children, so it was not 

as well attended as we would have hoped. We will plan a better time for this 

in the future because the information contained in her presentation was 

invaluable. 
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In our community meeting, Cadet Alvin Lukose announced that he and Cadet Robin Zhao 

would be recognizing four additional new cadets into the Corps. Congratulations to Thapelo 

Shika, Janis Katlaps, Eriks Veidemanis, and Jaylen Davis (pictured right). Students in Mrs. Harrell’s Robotics class learned about how computers sort large amounts 

of data. Teams competed to see who could sort the numbers 1-100 fastest. With great 

teamwork, a variety of strategies emerged for making the sort faster. Times to complete the 

sort ranged from 7 to 11 minutes. Following this, students watched the TedEd video, “What’s the fastest way to alphabetize your bookshelf?” They chose to try the fastest sort described in the video which is called “Quick Sort.”  Interestingly, this sort took longer than the 

strategies they had devised on their own. Students decided that quick sort was slower for 

them because it took time to learn how to do the sort. 

Students in Mr. Langan's 

Sophomore English and College 

English classes spent the past 

week and a half working on 

entries for a national creative 

writing contest. The Stranger 

Sagas Writing Contest asks 

students to pick one of eight prompt opening lines and then to write a 100-word story 

inspired by it. It's a task that sounds easy enough, but as both sophomores and seniors 

discovered, telling a compelling story at this length requires great focus and attention to 

detail. As they worked, students read sample stories and watched short films as part of their 

effort to improve their own ability to construct concise narratives. The stories will be in the mail shortly! First prize for the contest is an iPad and a 

trophy while the runner-up receives a $50.00 Amazon gift card. Every student though has made valuable progress in learning to become a better, more 

conscientious writer. 

Our Spanish teachers are trying new ways to keep the students engaged and interested in 

the lesson. Mrs. Martinez has discovered that food, especially baked goods, work 

wonderfully. To bring to life her lesson on food, she stopped at a Mexican bakery in the city 

of Newburgh to buy some breads and pastries for the students to sample. There is a special 

bread that is baked for the Day of the Dead. Her students can vote on what they liked best 

and she will return next week to buy 

more for their celebration. Make sure 

you take Dr. Gastel’s order; he loves a 
good bakery! 

(Right) Mrs. Clavin had students 

standing on top of the chairs to 

demonstrate the word for on top: “encima”.   

(Bottom-right) You guessed it…under: “abajo”. Mrs. Dong’s ESL class was asked to 
research historical landmarks and 

prepare a project about them.  Pictured 

left is Cadet Qu’s project on Stonehenge. 
Other students researched Egyptian 

Pyramids and the Sphinx. 

I am often in awe of what our students 

are able to juggle on a daily basis. They 

wake up extremely early for a full day of 

school, followed by sports practice or 

competitions, and then complete at 

least two full hours of study. We are 

extremely proud of one of our middle school students, Cadet Noel Maldonado.  In addition to the rigors of his academic program, he also has been participating in rehearsals for his debut at the Metropolitan Opera in the new production of Puccini’s “Tosca”.   
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He is pictured left in costume at one of his recent performances. I’m afraid to say “break a leg” because we 

have had so many students on crutches. Know that your NYMA family is very proud and supportive of you! 

From the Admissions Office 

Hello from the Admissions Team! Hard to believe another week has come and gone. This week we definitely 

noticed a surge in inquiries about our school and as a result we were on the phone and writing a lot of emails 

to interested families.  

Upcoming Open Houses          Saturday, November 3rd          Saturday, December 15th 

Open Houses begin precisely at 10:00 am and end at approximately 1:00 pm. Families will join in an informal meet and greet with the Academy’s staff, enjoy a brief presentation, and be shown around campus 
by cadets. Interviews of prospective applicants will also be conducted. To RSVP for an Open House, please 

contact our Admissions Office at admissions@nyma.org or at 

(845) 534-3710, Ext. 4272. 

Next week the Admissions Team will be handing over the 

reins to our Instagram account to members of the NYMA staff.  

The lineup will be as follows: 

Monday, Oct. 29: Director of Cadet Life Daniel Dunn 

Tuesday, Oct. 30: Commandant Joseph Naseef 

Wednesday, Oct. 31: TAC Officer Caira Graci 

Thursday, Nov. 1: Program Coordinator Lydia Chan 

Friday, Nov. 2: Art Teacher Alicia Simon 

Follow us on Instagram (@thenewyorkmilitaryacademy) to follow the fun on campus all Halloween Week! 

From the Athletic Department 
The Girls Volleyball team played host to Storm King on Friday, 10/19, to kick off the Homecoming festivities. It was an exciting match through and 

through as Storm King defeated our Lady Knights in four sets 3-1. Scoring went as follows: Game 1: 23-25, Game 2: 7-25, Game 3: 25-14, Game 4: 24-

26. 

On Saturday, 10/20, the NYMA Soccer team defeated Springfield Commonwealth Academy in the first Homecoming competition of the day. The Cross 

Country meet followed with the Knights finishing 3rd overall. The following cadets earned medals: Matthew Montes (2nd) and Karif Isaacs (8th). Montes 

ran a personal best finishing the 3-mile race in 18:01. This is 14 seconds faster than his last record and he did it this time recovering from a sprained 

ankle. We are also extremely proud of cadets Alex Deluccia and Justin Bonsu who finished just outside the top-10 in 11th and 12th place. Great job! 

On Monday, 10/22, the Girls Volleyball team played Marvelwood. Our Lady Knights won in a 3-game sweep (Game 1: 25-16, Game 2: 25-15, Game 3: 

25-15). Also on Monday, the NYMA Soccer team (4-10 Overall, 2-5 HVAL) traveled to Darrow and lost by the close score of 2-3. Cadet Mickey Urso and 

Cadet Jeannot Basima scored the NYMA goals. Please note the Knights game tomorrow (10/27) against Harmony Christian has been canceled due to 

the impending storm. 

Wednesday, 10/24, the Girls Volleyball team traveled to Poughkeepsie Day School where they played a very competitive series winning in another 3-0 

sweep (Game 1: 25-20, Game 2: 25-22, Game 3: 26-24). The Cross Country team also 

competed on Wednesday at Marvelwood in an HVAL race. The team was a little banged 

up and a few runners did not race but overall, they did a solid job. Cadets Donovan Green, 

Alex Deluccia, and Justin Bonsu all finished in the top-30. The boys are off until next 

Wednesday when they head to Oakwood Friends Academy for the HVAL Championships. 

They will be resting up and getting both physically and mentally ready to compete. We 

hope to see a few of the cadets earn some medals. We also hope to see Cadet Matthew 

Montes repeat this year as league champion. Good luck and go Knights! 

From the Commandant 
First, I would like to thank all of those who reached out with the kind words for my family 

and I over the past two weeks. My daughter is doing well and even made an appearance 

at the Parent/Teacher Conferences.  

mailto:admissions@nyma.org
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Our Alumni came in and did amazing things as they always do. From spending time with our cadets at the bonfire, to 

getting down and dirty in the Armory clean-out, to showing support with a live band for the Party on the Quad! 

With my time back I have been focusing on making sure the cadets are still doing the little things. A surprise room 

inspection or two left me very pleased! 

I will be hosting some fundraising events over the next few weeks to support the new gaming club. If anyone has any 

questions or would like to contribute, the best way to reach out is email. I can be contacted directly at 

jnaseef@nyma.org. Thank you all for the support! Go NYMA! 

Counselor’s Corner 
Greetings NYMA Families! Please wish the best of luck to the students who are taking the ACT this weekend and the 

SAT next weekend! I know that they have studied and prepared and will do their best! 

With that said, the December SAT deadline is swiftly approaching so if you have a senior (or an ambitious junior) who would like to take the exam, 

please get in touch with me or tell your student to come see me and I can sign them up. 

This Tuesday, October 30th, Ms. Reeves and I will be taking members of our senior class to a college fair hosted by Burke Catholic High School. Over 100 

colleges will be in attendance including several SUNY schools, Penn State, University of Tampa, Marist College, Seton Hall, University of Connecticut, 

and many more. Not only will the students get the chance to check out a great list of colleges and universities, they will also be assisting in the set up for 

the event to gain some volunteer hours. We are excited for this great event and look forward to bringing our juniors along in the spring! 

Congratulations to our students who have already submitted their Early Decision college applications. 

It is an exciting time of year and our seniors should be checking their essays twice, sending their essays 

off to their advisors to have them take a look at them, or having a friend read them over. If they have 

not started their essay, it's not too late! This link to Common App essay prompts will give your student 

an idea of the types of questions most colleges are looking to have answered. They want to get to know 

the student. What makes them unique? Why do they want to go to that school? 

Thank you to all of our teachers who are working tirelessly to help the students to be successful and to 

be their best. If your cadet is struggling or has any questions, please remind them that everybody is a 

resource here.  

From the Activities Coordinator 
Homecoming Weekend was a great success! I’m going to be brief this week and let the pictures from these events do the “talking.” Even though the band was moved inside for “Party on the Quad”, the 

music, dancing, cornhole playing, pumpkin painting, and ice cream eating went on as planned! Thanks 

to everyone who made this possible.   

We have a couple of volunteering events happening in November. Your cadet can help elderly 

neighbors rake the leaves off their lawns or help out at the Historic Ritz Theater in Newburgh for the annual Safe Harbors “Bells on Broadway” Holiday event. Please encourage your cadet to sign up for 

these to give a helping hand to the community. 

We are kicking off Halloween Week with a showing of “Insidious 3” in the Auditorium tonight. Saturday, we are heading out to the Salisbury Mills Firehouse for a “Scary Firehouse Tour” and on Sunday Miss Dong is taking cadets shopping at Walmart. Don’t 
forget the Halloween costumes! Have a great weekend. 

mailto:jnaseef@nyma.org
https://www.commonapp.org/whats-appening/application-updates/2018-2019-common-application-essay-prompts
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Art Spotlight 
Our Studio Art classes have been busy with their painting projects. Everyone 

started with four pumpkin paintings to experiment with the materials. Cadet Wen’s practice paintings demonstrate a lovely example of each type of 
paint. Cadet Avaras tried pour-painting based on the work of Emma Lindstrom 

and created a surge of interest in other classes. Cadet DeBree tried his own pour-

painting. Meanwhile, Cadet Martinez created a primary color scheme with her 

pour. 

 

Our Painting & Drawing class warmly welcomed two designers from Italy that 

created a NYMA shirt which is available for purchase. The designers presented 

a three-day workshop on the difference between Design and Art, body 

proportions for fashion design, and developing fashion sketches. 


