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Superintendent's Message 
The wonderful season of Autumn has arrived! All the cadets have put their NYMA sweaters on 

and they look great. Let us all enjoy watching the leaves change color and slowly fall from the 

trees! I hope everyone has a great time tonight at the bonfire roasting s’mores and having fun! 

Dean’s News 
The academic team is looking forward to meeting with parents tomorrow for the 

Parent/Teacher Conferences. All of the conferences will take place in the Academic Building. 

We will be ready to greet you with coffee and refreshments when you arrive. Parent schedules 

have already been mailed out by Ms. Madaia. If you are unable to print your schedule, just stop 

by the Academic Office when you arrive and we will be happy to provide one for you. We ask 

that you keep to your 10-minute scheduled time so that all parents have an equal opportunity to meet with teachers. As stated in the invitation, a BBQ 

lunch will be served at noon directly in front of the Academic Building. 

You can eat outside to take advantage of the lovely fall weather and 

scenery or you may eat in the Mess Hall if you prefer. 

On Tuesday, Earth Science continued learning about minerals by making their own “hot solutions” by combining borax and boiling water. They 
created their own ornaments with pipe cleaners by suspending them in 

the liquid to allow crystals to form. They discussed how to replicate the 

slower cooling inside the Earth that allows the formation of the largest 

crystals. For this 

reason, students 

insulated their project 

under a towel. This 

project actually uses a 

mixture known as 

suspension and not a 

true solution.  As you 

can see the final 

product came out great. 

The Entrepreneurship 

class taught by Mr. 

Sargent recently 

presented their 

projects discussing 

businesses that have 

closed or gone 

bankrupt. They needed to research the reasons 

for the failure and include news articles and 

photos. Cadet Leilani Lopez (above-right) 

discussed why Blockbuster failed while Ariel 

Farzan (right) chose to speak about Pan Am 

Airlines. 

 Mr. Sargent’s Business class was asked to 

research a hotel they liked and to give information about the hotel’s history, location, and revenue. 

They also had to describe what they found interesting about their hotel of choice. Then they were 

asked to come up with an idea of what their own hotel would be like. Students needed to include 

photos and articles for the existing hotel as well as photos that represented their own ideas.  Cadet 

Janis Katlaps (left) proudly presents his business idea for a hotel that will bear his name. 
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The Global Citizenship class did a presentation on modern day slavery. They had to choose a 

country and explain why it either did or did not have examples of modern slavery. They 

needed to describe the laws that protected people and the non-enforcement of those existing 

laws. Cadet Yafei Wan and Cadet Ellie Martinez (left) chose China as their country to discuss. 

The Spanish 1B class is currently working on the food unit. This will be just in time to 

celebrate the traditional Mexican holiday of “Dia de los Muertos”.  They will learn the 
traditional aspects of the celebration, its origins, as well as vocabulary about food and 

parties. Students will make decorations and sample Mexican dishes. Students in Ms. Dong’s class worked hard to learn a beautiful song in Mandarin which she 

recorded.  Here is the 2-minute clip: 

nyma.org/wp-

content/uploads/2018/10/Singing.m4a Students in Mrs. Harrell’s Robotics class are finishing up projects using the robot’s touch sensor. Each group created their own project and grading 
rubric. On the right we see two proud cadets, Justin Bonsu and Jeannot Basima, after the successful 

completion of their project. 

American Government students in Mr. Anderson’s class have 
been learning more about voting and elections. Scholars were 

asked to present ideas on how to increase voter participation. 

Ideas ranged from allowing online voting to lowering the voting 

age to throwing a really fun party for all voters. Next students 

will do some research on the upcoming elections. 

U.S. History has been studying the first few Presidents of the 

United States and learning about the traditions that were set in 

the early days. Mr. Anderson is leading our scholars to join the 

historical debate, raging for 203 years, about whether the 

United States or Great Britain won the War of 1812. 

Psychology students are in the midst of learning about learning. This has included in-class experiments, 

watching clips from “The Office”, and dipping into the Advanced Placement curriculum. For the next two 
weeks, our scholars, including their teacher, will be using behaviorism to try to make positive changes in their 

own habits. Mr. Anderson has already told the students that he will use this opportunity to start running again. Let’s see if it works! 

Things are moving along at a brisk pace in Mr. Langan's College English class whose students just took their midterm exams! Since the class is a college-

style course, it's already the midpoint of the semester. Students have just turned in substantial essays summarizing reviews of their favorite movies; 

they'll be writing reviews of those movies next. In preparation for Halloween, the class has decided to watch a scary movie; the challenge for Mr. Langan 

is finding one no one in the class has seen! (Not to mention, one that isn't too scary for him.) 

Meanwhile, students in his Sophomore English class have taken their latest vocabulary exam. They're complementing the growth in their vocabularies 

by continuing to write regularly. They've read selections from writers including Santha Rama Rau, Tobias Wolff, Stephen Vincent Benet, and Saki. Soon 

they'll be starting George Orwell's classic novel, 1984. Students in Mr. Lemon’s 8th grade History class are drafting their own legislation for NYMA. Some of the bills 

take on issues like cadet reveille and limits on 

punishment. No surprise there! 

His 7th graders pictured left are dissecting the 

Declaration of Independence in order to take a 

deeper look at the document that founded our 

country. 

Mr. Dunn (right) has been doing an amazing job 

of filling in while some members of the 

administration have been out. Here he is taking 

that extra moment with Cadet Duke Liu to make 

sure that his uniform is squared away. 

Mrs. Magno and I chaperoned a trip on Sunday to 

the Japanese marketplace Mitsuwa in Edgewater, 

https://www.nyma.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Singing.m4a
https://www.nyma.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Singing.m4a
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NJ. I was first introduced to this market by Mrs. 

Magno and have to say that it is one of my favorite 

places. The authentic delicacies and food 

presentation are something to behold. Students had 

about 2 hours to eat everything they possible could 

and shop for snacks to bring back to the barracks. 

They were so happy to be there! 

 

From the Admissions Office 

Hello from the Admissions Team! This week we responded to over 50 inquiries about our 

school, received 2 new domestic applications, and gave a tour to a very interested family.  

Upcoming Open Houses 

Saturday, November 3rd  

Saturday, December 15th 

Open Houses begin at 10:00 am and end at approximately 1:00 pm. Families will join in an 

informal meet and greet with the Academy’s staff, enjoy a brief presentation, and be shown 
around campus by cadets. Interviews of prospective applicants will also be conducted. To 

RSVP for an Open House, please contact our Admissions Office at admissions@nyma.org or 

at (845) 534-3710, Ext. 4272. 

 

From the Athletic Department 
This past Saturday, 10/13, our NYMA Soccer team (HVAL 2-4) traveled to Storm 

King and lost 1-9 to a very strong and well coached team. The NYMA Cross 

Country also traveled Storm King for a meet that day and junior cadet Matthew 

Montes finished in 2nd place while fellow junior cadet Karif Isaacs finished in 9th 

place.  

On Monday, 10/15, the NYMA Varsity Soccer team hit the road again as they 

traveled to the Harvey School. NYMA lost a hard-fought game to a talented 

Harvey squad by the score of 0-4. This kicked off a busy week for us here on 

campus as we began to gear up for Homecoming this weekend. We have 

numerous festivities planned on campus and each day should bring something 

new. 

Tuesday, 10/16, our Lady Knights Volleyball team took the court for the first time 

this year. They faced the defending HVAL champions, Faith Christian, and the 

girls did the school proud. They had a bunch of fan support from members of the 

Soccer and Cross Country teams as well as the faculty and administration. It was 

a great day for NYMA. The girls gave it their all but unfortunately lost to Faith Christian (20-25, 14-25, 9-25). They have been working hard and it will 

take them a little time and confidence to come together as a team. Over the next three weeks we hope they have some fun and make a run in the playoffs. 

mailto:admissions@nyma.org
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The Volleyball team jumped right back on the horse as they traveled to Oakwood 

Friends Academy on Wednesday, 10/17, for their second straight day of games. 

They won this match 3-0 (25-20, 25-20, 25-14). The Lady Knights are now 1-1 

Overall/HVAL.  

Also on Wednesday, the NYMA Soccer team (3-9 Overall) hosted EF Academy from 

Westchester. NYMA lost by the score of 2-5. NYMA goals were scored by Cadet 

Mickey Urso and Cadet Jeannot Basima. The NYMA Cross Country team was also 

back on the course that day as they traveled to the Poughkeepsie Day School. The 

team was led by their young runners: 8th grade cadet Justin Bonsu and 9th grade 

cadet Alex Deluccia. The team had to deal with some injuries; they will rest up and 

come out on Saturday for Homecoming.   

We also had a pretty intense week on campus with our Intramural Program as we 

had a 4-team Flag Football tournament amongst the cadets. The top-2 teams will 

battle it out for bragging rights in the championship game on the Quad today. Also 

taking place today, the Lady Knights Volleyball team will take on rival Storm King 

here at Alumni Gym to kick off our athletic contests for Homecoming Weekend! We will also have our annual pep rally and bonfire later tonight where 

we will give out our Athlete of the Month Awards. 

Saturday will be a jam-packed day as we have Parent/Teacher Conferences and then a nice BBQ lunch before our teams are in action again. Soccer will 

kick off at 3:00 pm as they host Springfield Commonwealth Academy and the Cross Country races will start at 3:30 pm. Our last Homecoming event will 

be a kickball game amongst the Corps of Cadets that will begin at 4:00 pm. GO KNIGHTS!!! 

Counselor’s Corner 
Greetings, NYMA Families! It is starting to feel more like fall here in the Hudson Valley. I am 

excited for colder weather, but I hope we can hold off on the snow.  

Early Decision deadlines are approaching (mostly November 1st) and, for those students 

who have made the choice to apply early decision, it is important that they reach out now 

and request letters of recommendation from their teachers. Although the plans of each 

student vary and the school choices are different, we are supporting each student in their 

own path to college. Taking ownership of their current academics and keeping their eyes 

fixed toward the future will help set our students up for the most success in their admissions 

process. 

This past week, I attended a 

Counselor Information 

session at the New York 

University Gallatin Campus 

in New York City. It was great 

to hear about this School of Individualized Study and the type of program that they offer 

within the greater NYU. Getting to hear from the NYU student panel about their fields of 

study has made me even more excited for our current seniors and their college pursuits.  

Speaking of college pursuits...Ms. Amanda Beller, valedictorian of the class of 2018, 

dropped in to visit campus the other week and so sweetly came to see me while I was 

administering the SAT’s. It was such a pleasure to hear about how well she's doing at the 

University at Buffalo. She was a fantastic student here and is making NYMA proud as she 

continues the positive momentum at UB. Keep your eyes open for this one! I know 

Amanda is going to be up to great things when she finishes her degree! As always, please 

feel free to contact me with any concerns or questions. 

From the Activities Coordinator 
This Homecoming Weekend has something for everyone. Between the food, the sports, the 

Parent/Teacher Conferences, the live music, treats, pumpkin painting, and cornhole games, every 

cadet should find something to be content with. Did I mention the glow-in-the-dark bracelets once 

night falls? The female cadets will even be doing some tree planting in front of the barracks. We are 

truly excited to be offering such a variety of things this weekend and hope everyone will enjoy. 
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Next weekend is our Halloween weekend activities. We are hosting a Horror Film Movie Night on Friday and touring a haunted firehouse on Saturday 

evening. Many cadets have already signed up for all the ghoulish festivities. We are also offering a trip to the Storm King Art Center (one of Harrison Ford’s favorite places to visit) for a beekeeping workshop. Hey, if Indiana Jones thinks this place is cool, why not give it a try?! It should “bee” great! 
Finally, if anyone needs to make a run to Walmart, Sunday is the day to do it. 

Looking ahead, we can now confirm that we have booked a very entertaining magician and juggler for a closed weekend event in November. Also, many 

grade-wide trips will take place in November. We will advertise all events as they approach. Have a fabulous weekend! 

Art Spotlight 
Our Painting & Drawing class is wrapping up their projects and we would like to showcase the following landscapes: The lovely oil pastel parade field 

was created by Cadet Bjornman. Cadet Koumas created the Halloween-inspired colored pencil piece. Cadet Zhou created the beautiful colored pencil 

and marker piece showcasing the east side of the Academic Building. Cadet DelUniversita completed the serene oil pastel landscape across the Quad. 

Our classes are now beginning their painting unit and are busy experimenting with different paints to create mini-pumpkin paintings before they will 

start their new project. 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


