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Superintendent's Message 
Congratulations to all the new cadets for completing New Cadet Training! It was absolutely fantastic to see all of our cadets and their family members 

at the parade last Saturday. I personally had the honor of placing epaulettes on for one of the new cadets. Congratulations to everyone! 

We received so many wonderful photos. Please enjoy them!  

I hope that everyone also enjoyed our delicious lunch. 

For some cadets, last weekend was the first time for 

them to return to their homes since their arrival in 

August. By now they have all learned about their daily 

training and classroom routines. Our Academic 

Department is making every effort to help those cadets 

who need extra help academically. If your student 

needs assistance, please don’t hesitate to ask.  
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Some of our seniors have begun the college application process and others will soon start. For juniors and sophomores, preparation for SAT’s is an 
important step to take. NYMA is pleased to offer a SAT Prep Course starting October 13th. You will find all the details in the guidance section of this 

newsletter. 

More and more parents and guardians have used NYMA Parent Desk at parentdesk@nyma.org to communicate with the school. All parents are 

encouraged to contact us using the email address above for non-emergency matters. You are welcome to make inquiries, address any concerns, or make 

suggestions.   Most parents or guardians have also logged into their parent portal to monitor their child’s academic progress. In case you do not know how to use the 

parent portal, please contact Mrs. Madaia, our Registrar, at tmadaia@nyma.org to obtain your personalized login instruction. Please note that the interim 

grades have been published through this parent portal.  

Dean’s News 
Congratulations to all of our new cadets that were recognized on Saturday. It was a prideful day not only for the parents and new cadets, but also for 

the cadet leaders who had been involved in the training process. It was nice to see so many cadets on the parade field and so many parents in the stands. 

I hope you have all had the chance to view your cadet’s progress report via the Rediker portal. You should have received an email from Mrs. Madaia 

containing instructions on how to access the report card. The document lies in the E-Portfolio section of the E-locker tab. Though you have been able to 

see grades entered by the teachers in real time, the progress report contains their interim grades. The progress report will also show any comments 

provided by teachers in the narrative section. Please let us know if you are having trouble viewing the portal or if you would prefer a copy of the report emailed to you. Any student that received a grade lower than 75 in any course was placed into that teacher’s after-school tutorial session. We wasted 

no time and handed out new schedules to all students with tutorial appointments so that the sessions could begin on Wednesday. 

If you have not already requested your appointment for the Parent Teacher Conferences taking place on October 

20th, let this serve as a gentle reminder to do so. They are on a first-come, first-serve basis and we have many more 

parents to serve this year. Mrs. Madaia will do everything in her power to accommodate you, but occasionally 

teacher schedules fill up and they have no more space. Please remember that you can reach out to teachers by 

email at any time. I have asked them to respond to you within 24 hours, even if it is just to say they are working 

on it and may need more time to resolve your inquiry. The conferences are taking place during Homecoming 

Weekend so please stay to support your children in their athletic competitions. We will be serving a BBQ lunch 

and hope you will join us for that as well. Mrs. Magno will be presenting on the college application process at 1:00 

pm. It looks to be a busy but great day! 

On Wednesday, October 10th, the PSAT 8/9 and the PSAT/NMSQT (designed for 10th and 11th graders) will be 

administered on our campus. So that the other classes can make the best use of this day, we have arranged for Ms. 

Furnia to accompany the 7th grade students to Liberty Science Center in New Jersey. Our seniors will be working 

on the essay portions of their college applications with their English teachers.  

This Saturday, Mr. Roselli and Dr. Webb will be conducting an 

SAT prep session consisting of one hour of English and one hour 

of Math. This first session will be free of charge; students just need to sign up for it. Mrs. Magno has 

sent out information about the paid SAT Prep Program that she has put together. Please let her know 

immediately if you would like your child to participate because the quoted price is based upon 10 

students enrolling. 

The cadets in Dr. Else Fjerdingstad’s Chemistry class have been working on the nature of chemical 
bonds and electron configurations. They have been examining 15 elements of the periodic table via a 

series of physical, chemical, and conductivity tests. Cadet Wu 

(pictured right) is seen discussing one of the lab experiments with 

Dr. Fjerdingstad. The lab experiment involved placing lumps of 

calcium on strands of magnesium and pure metals in hydrochloric acid and observing the reactions. Students found 

that the calcium reacted strongly leading to rapid bubbling up of hydrogen and white foam as well as producing a high 

temperature. The cadets have been asked to explain this by considering the electron configurations of the two 

elements and finding out which one has the lower ionization energy. Cadet Weber is seen above-left working on filling 

out a table of chemical elements in consultation with the periodic table. In Ms. Furnia’s 7th grade science class the students have been learning about maps. Their lab session involved making 

landforms and then creating a topographical map of the area. Their studies have involved reading coordinates, 

learning about different types of maps and their functions, and how remote sensing allows us to collect data from all 

over our planet. This enables scientists to evaluate dangerous events such as hurricanes with computers without 

having to go and take measurements themselves. This process also allows us to map the ocean floor and monitor 

terrain that is out of reach for scientists. The expression to the left on Cadet Salameh’s face is priceless. 

mailto:parentdesk@nyma.org
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Mr. Langan's sophomore English students have been reading and 

discussing literary works by Alice Walker and Nikki Giovanni which have 

led them to discussions of American and Chinese quilting practices. They've 

also been doing an increasing amount of writing using the vocabulary words they're learning. They’re currently writing short stories which 
include elements the students provide. So far, the student suggestions have 

included pandas, the color magenta, and basketball. Needless to say, the 

results have been interesting! 

Mr. Langan's College English students have already turned in their second 

essays and have begun working on their third which is a comparison essay 

whose subject the students selected themselves. Students have chosen to 

make comparisons between NYMA and their former schools, Cornwall and 

their hometowns, and perhaps most importantly of all, Star Wars and Star 

Trek. The workload is heavy, but the class is meeting it with diligence and 

good humor. In Dr. Webb’s junior English class an intense argument ensued over why “cold weather” was 
a viable cause for the Salem Witch Trials. It was ultimately decided that a combination of 

reasons, including cold weather, led to the hysteria of 1692. Dr. Webb’s World History classes were 

preparing presentations on specific 

Islamic Empires from the 15th-16th 

centuries. Joseph Xu decided to go 

beyond a simple PowerPoint 

presentation and created a 5-minute 

video on his area of focus: The Ottoman 

Military. In the screenshot to the right, 

it shows a classic Tom & Jerry cartoon with the Ottoman flag superimposed over Jerry as he 

thrashes Tom, represented by the Byzantine Empire's flag. It is intended to represent the Ottoman 

victory over Byzantium at the Battle of Constantinople in 1453. The students in Mr. Lemon’s 8th grade History class were working hard in the library creating their 

own constitutions based on nations of their own design. Their government can be of any type but 

must account for religion, traditions, population density, etc. Some of them are being very creative. 

One looks like a mix of Sparta and Escape from New York. Ms. Dong’s Mandarin class celebrated this year’s Chinese Moon Festival with a treat 

of moon cakes.  She has been so pleased with her students’ abilities in writing the 
Chinese characters. Judging by her smile 

on the right, so is Cadet Kaupyte. Mrs. Martinez’s Spanish class completed 
a project on Spanish speaking countries. 

One of the requirements was to look up if 

the students in that country learn another 

language and if so, at what age do they 

begin? Her class is working on a new 

project to help review some of the subject 

matter from Spanish 1.  Students had to pick from several subjects for their individual assignment 

and will have to present it to the class in Spanish. Mrs. Martinez will create a book of their work 

collectively for every student to keep and use. 

The NYMA Library Activity group is off to an excellent start! Ms. Tamulis reports that the first week 

of the club found the members writing a book summary about a book they had read over the 

summer. For those who did not read one, they wrote about their favorite summer activity. The 

following week found club members interviewing faculty and asking questions about a book they 
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had read over the summer. Interesting books were read by all who participated. To find 

out who read what, check out the Library Advisory Group Bulletin Board that is found 

outside the library.   

This past Wednesday the club members reviewed what fiction books are and where these 

books can be found in our library. The members were then off on a scavenger hunt 

looking for fiction book titles that had something to do with Halloween. Next week the 

group will begin building a Halloween display with the books they found. Since our club 

is a library-related club, a free reading 

time is available to all of our members 

after each activity. 

Pictured left is Jeannot Basima, Alex 

Huang, and Ding Wu in front of the Library Advisory Group’s Bulletin 
Board.  The photographer was Alex Hu. 

Mr. Langan's Martial Arts club has been working on drills designed to prepare the students for some 

(light and safe) free sparring. These drills have included partner tag activities such as shoulder and 

knee-tag with lots of running and obstacle course work in between. At the end of their most recent 

meeting, students were finally able to pair off and engage in a preliminary striking-and-blocking drill. 

From the Admissions Office 

Another busy week is in the books for the Admissions Department. This past Saturday the Admissions Team hosted an Open House that was attended 

by several interested families. We are quite happy to report that we have already received 2 new applications from families who were in attendance. 

This week we also fielded 50+ inquiries about our school and gave 9 tours to prospective families.  

Upcoming Open Houses 

Saturday, October 13th  

Saturday, November 3rd  

Saturday, December 15th 

Open Houses begin precisely 

at 10:00 am and end at 

approximately 1:00 pm. 

Families will join in an 

informal meet and greet with the Academy’s staff, enjoy a 
brief presentation, and be 

shown around campus by 

cadets. Interviews of 

prospective applicants will 

also be conducted. To RSVP 

for an Open House, please 

contact our Admissions Office at admissions@nyma.org or at (845) 534-3710, Ext. 4272. 

Congratulations to the new cadets who were officially recognized during the New Cadet Parade. 

Welcome to the Corps and good luck! 

From the Athletic Department 
On Monday, 9/24, our Knights played host to HVAL opponent and rival, Poughkeepsie Day School. 

During the game, there were many opportunities for our offensive players to score on PDS, but their 

goalie proved to be better than most we have faced so far. PDS won the game by the score of 3-1 but 

the Most Valuable Player of the game was Cadet Mickey Urso. He showed pure skill, determination, 

and great character leading his teammates. Other notable players included cadets Jeannot Basima, 

Remy Sykes, and Alvin Lukose. 

On Wednesday, 9/26, the Knights traveled to Chase Collegiate in Connecticut. NYMA lost by the score 

of 0-7 but had a strong effort from a number of cadets including Mickey Urso and Jeannot Basima. 

mailto:admissions@nyma.org
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Despite the score, senior goalie 

Bill He continued to show 

improvement and had a couple 

of big saves. The Knights are 

back in action on Saturday, 

9/28 at home versus HVAL 

opponent, Marvelwood, at 

3:00 pm. 

Cross Country was off from 

competition this week due to 

weather-related issues. It was 

a very wet week and made 

some of the courses dangerous 

for the runners. They will be 

back in action next Wednesday 

for an HVAL Invitational at 

Storm King (2:30pm Course Walk, 3:15 pm Start) and then again on Saturday as they head to Darrow (3:15 Course Walk, 3:45 pm Start) for another 

HVAL Invitational. Darrow is a later start due to the SAT exam scheduled for next Saturday morning. Go Knights! 

 

From the Commandant 
This week was exciting. I was so proud to see so many new cadets march out onto the field and then off as recognized cadets! The cadets have been 

walking around with their heads high and a smile on their face ever since. The focus, as always, is on academics but now we are really hammering down. 

We have implemented the Honors Floor which has encouraged the students and pushed them to strive for more.  

The next big military event will be Homecoming Weekend. We look forward to having a bonfire and connecting with the Alumni. This week we have 

started the infant stages of an E-league to challenge some nearby schools in popular video games. I am planning a fundraiser to put in a gaming room 

for the students and to host events! Thank you for all the support we get from the parents and guardians; it means the world to the school and to your 

cadets. 

 

Counselor’s Corner 
When the weather gets colder and the leaves start to change I know that it is...college 

application season! Early decision/action deadlines are just around the corner so 

please think about these options for your students for the schools which they are most 

passionate about. Parents/guardians of seniors: please continue to speak with your 

students about their interests and goals. I will be sending out Naviance information as 

an introduction for our new seniors and a refresher/reminder for our returning 

cadets.  

On October 10th, the 8-11th grade students will be taking the PSAT’s. This is a 

wonderful opportunity for the 8-10th graders to get a better understanding of their 

strengths and weaknesses when it comes to math and science related to their grade 

level.  

The deadline for the November 3rd SAT is also upon us. October 5th is the last day 

to sign up for the November SAT without having to pay a late fee. Our seniors 

should consider this as one of the few remaining opportunities to get their SAT score 

up before sending it off to colleges. If you haven't already signed up, please do so 

ASAP. If there are any issues with available seats, you can sign your child up for any available location and send me an email or call me to 

confirm. I can then change the location through CollegeBoard. If you have any questions, please let me know. 

Speaking of the SAT’s, the long-awaited SAT Prep Course information has been sent out to the 10th-12th graders, so please check your email or the end 

of the newsletter for the details and dates. If you would like to sign your cadet up for the course, send me an email or call my office to add your student 

to the list. 

As always, thank you so much for trusting us with your students. We love each and every one of them and are happy to help them during their journey 

here at NYMA. 
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From the Activities Coordinator 
Hello from Cadet Activities! Last Friday night, cadets participated in the outdoor 

movie showing of The Black Panther. We actually projected the movie onto the back 

wall of my house and the cadets cozied up with blankets and snacks rooting for the 

heroes of Wakanda. On Sunday, some cadets attended the Cornwall Fall Festival as 

well as Casino Night in the Library. I wandered down to the festival and ran into many 

cadets soaking up the local happening, sampling food, and even getting henna tattoos. 

The festival was bigger than ever this year and the live music was not to be missed! 

This weekend many students are going over 

to a local Asian restaurant to celebrate the 

Mid-Autumn Festival. All will enjoy at “Hot-Pot Buffet” where you actually get to cook 

your own food at the table! We are also 

opening the Cadet Activity Center. NYMA 

Cadets have also volunteered to help the 

Presbyterian Church peel apples for their big Appletime Fair happening in October. Sunday, nine cadets and 

three teachers are going over to the Walkway Over the Hudson for a Suicide Awareness Walk. So far, our team 

has raised $160 for the event. The generous donations have come from parents, teachers, and the selling of our “ghost pops” throughout campus. If you’d like to make a donation to our NYMA team, please go to 

https://afsp.donordrive.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=donordrive.team&teamID=195327. It’s going to be 
excellent weather on Sunday and many thanks to all who helped us reach our goal for this great cause! 

Next weekend we will be headed to the Museum of the Hudson Highlands for a “Meet the Animals” program and a 
hike.  The Ice Mother will be visiting us one more time next Friday night in front of the CAC for our “Heads-Up” guessing game night with prizes. Have a great 
weekend! 

Art Spotlight 
Our Studio Art classes are wrapping up their first project. They have begun getting their artwork “display-ready” as well as offering constructive critiques using our TAG method: Tell them what you 

like using elements and principles of art, Ask a helpful question, and Give advice.  

To the left cadets work on their critiques, self-assessments, and adding a border to finalize their 

work. Cadet Ren (above) shades in his soldier using drawing pencils. He made practice sketches and 

tweaked the proportions of the body before moving on to his final piece. Cadet DeLuccia created this 

pencil drawing below of a snowy scene based on the work of an artist that uses black and white to 

create landscapes. 
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