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Superintendent's Message It’s hard to believe that the 2017-2018 school year has officially ended! The NYMA 

community celebrated the end of the year by holding two of the most important annual 

events: our awards ceremony and graduation.  

On Friday, June 8th, we honored many cadets with awards for their outstanding 

achievements. Congratulations to NYMA Juniors upon receiving the promise of college 

scholarship money. Kris Wu was awarded the Rensselaer Medal which is valued at $25,000 

per year for four years from 

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute. 

Joseph Xu was awarded the RIT 

Innovation and Creativity 

Scholarship valued at $28,000 

and Robin Zhao was awarded the 

RIT Computing Medal 

Scholarship valued at $28,000. 

On Saturday, June 9th, NYMA held its 128th Graduation. Sixteen seniors and six eighth-graders 

graduated from high school and middle school respectively. More than 200 guests joined the 

Corps of Cadets on the Quad and the entire event was livestreamed on Facebook. To watch 

the livestream recording, please click here. Congratulations to the Class of 2018 and the 

Class of 2022! In case you missed this year’s college acceptance information published in an earlier issue of the newsletter, here is the final list:  

 Please note that the school’s photos from both the awards ceremony and graduation will be available to parents and cadets shortly. More information 

will be posted on our website soon. 

https://www.facebook.com/NewYorkMilitaryAcademy/videos/1903575612997936/
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By now all cadets have safely returned home and have begun their summer vacations. 

Although most of the teachers are also on vacation, I will be joined by a few staff members 

and cadets to help run our summer programs. To date, we have received more than 300 

applications for these programs and registration is still open. If your child or someone you 

know is interested in attending one of the sessions, please apply online at 

nyma.org/programs/summer-leadership-program/.  All current cadets and their siblings 

will receive a 15% discount for attending. Each of our summer sessions lasts two weeks.  

As you may have guessed, this will be the last weekly newsletter for the school year. Thanks 

to all who helped prepare the newsletters, provided information, and especially those who 

have read them! Have a great summer!  

 

Dean’s News 
There is so much work that must be done quickly at the end of the year in time for graduation that I always feel cheated of my last moments with the 

students on our campus. The Academic Office prepares for back-to-back ceremonies where award results are sometimes contingent on the finals that 

students have just taken and teachers have graded about 24-48 hours prior.  

On Thursday students and faculty went on a schoolwide  trip to the Space Farm Zoo as Mrs. 

Madaia crunched the numbers in time for the academic awards ceremony on Friday evening. 

We were so pleased that the dinner and ceremony was so well attended with approximately 

200 total guests. For those in attendance, we apologize for the fact that it was so long but 

there were three tables of awards to be distributed. Between the increase in enrollment and 

the fact that all seasons of the athletic program needed to be acknowledged, it took a bit 

longer than anticipated. We are 

already planning an alternative 

arrangement for next year. It was 

so nice to come full-circle and 

share a meal together as we did 

after the opening convocation 

ceremony in September. 

My favorite part of the awards 

ceremony has always been when the promise of college scholarship money is awarded to 

rising seniors. As mentioned previously, Kris Wu was awarded the Rensselaer Medal from 

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute and Robin Zhao (pictured right) was awarded the RIT 

Computing Medal Scholarship. It is no surprise that Joseph Xu (below), who you probably 

recognize from past pictures in the Makerspace, received the RIT Innovation and Creativity 

Scholarship valued at $28,000.  

Mrs. Madaia is in the process of finalizing the report cards and they will be emailed 

by the end of the week. Mrs. Magno has 

mailed out letters with summer school 

instructions to students who have 

failed courses. She will also be sending 

out final transcripts to the colleges that 

students indicated they would be 

attending. The Academic Office will be 

open over the summer so feel free to 

call us if you need any assistance.  We 

wish you all a restful break and until we 

meet again, toujours pret!!! 

The students received their yearbooks 

during the last week of school (cover 

photo to the right) and had ample time 

to get their friends as well as faculty 

members to sign them. Ms. Simon worked all year long  with a handful of  members of the yearbook club 

to produce the book. It is an incredible amount of work but all of their efforts really payed off because the 

final product is really something to be proud of. Be sure to ask your cadet to see it so that you can get an 

idea of all the activities they have been a part of this year. 

https://www.nyma.org/programs/summer-leadership-program/
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Far right: Nigel Petti-Fernandez presented Mrs. Barbara McMillen with a copy of the yearbook 

containing a dedication that he had written to her late husband, Coach Les McMillen. The yearbook 

contained messages written by the students as well as the staff and faculty. 

 

Left: The last steps are taken as cadets as they process 

across the Quad to pomp and circumstance before 

crossing the stage to become alumni. Though there 

had been threats of inclement weather a few days 

before the ceremony, we were blessed with a 

beautiful day for an outdoor graduation. 

Right: It was so nice to see 

the large number of 

students in the audience as 

they listened attentively to 

the Superintendent address 

the graduates. 

Left: Serena Yang played the theme song from “Castle in the sky.” 

Left: Daniel White, NYMA Class of 2007, 

delivered the commencement address. He spoke of how there isn’t a profession that 
they could enter that doesn’t already contain 
a NYMA graduate and encouraged them to 

reach out. Daniel is a West Point graduate and will attend Columbia University’s School 
of International and Public Affairs in the fall. 

Left: We knew the day would finally 

come when we would graduate First 

Captain Nigel Petti-Fernandez who has 

been enrolled at NYMA since the 7th 

grade. Ms. Zhang created a scholarship opportunity in Petti’s honor for future 
students that have at least 5 years in 

attendance at NYMA. Nigel is the first 

recipient of this $2000 college 

scholarship which Ms. Zhang has 

pledged to fund in future years as well. 
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From the Admissions Office 

Parent Referral Discount: During the summer please do not forget about our 

Parent Referral Discount. This program offers a one-time $1,000 award to any 

current cadet parent who refers a prospective student that is accepted, enrolled, 

reports to the Academy, and then successfully completes New Cadet Training. This credit will be posted to the current student’s account at the conclusion of the four-

week training period. 

Upcoming Open House Schedule: 

Saturday, July 14th    Saturday, October 20th  

Saturday, August 25th    Saturday, November 3rd  

Saturday, September 22nd   Saturday, December 15th  

Open Houses begin precisely at 10:00 am and end at approximately 1:00 pm. Families will join in an informal meet and greet with the Academy’s staff, enjoy a 
presentation by the Superintendent, and be shown around campus by the cadets. 

We are excited to show you our unique school and how we are growing the next 

generation of leaders. Interviews of prospective cadets will be conducted 

throughout the day. 

Campus Visits: Our department prefers personal campus visits during the week for prospective 

families as it gives us much more time to sit and really get to know prospective cadets. These are 

available most school days…just get in touch! Please contact admissions to RSVP at 

admissions@nyma.org or (845) 534-3710. 

From the Athletic Department 
On Friday, June 8th, we recognized our student-athletes with awards in the sports they played this 

year. Congratulations to all recipients! We would like to thank all of the parents who were able to 

attend our games. Have a great summer and we will see you next fall for another great year of NYMA 

athletics! Go Knights!!! 

From the Commandant 

I want to thank the cadets, the staff and faculty, and all the parents for their support this year. It was a 

challenging but productive year. There is still much to be done to prepare for next year and the key to 

success is preparation. Please enjoy your summer but remember to spend time getting ready for the 

coming year.  

Counselor’s Corner 

It has been quite the year at NYMA! A huge THANK YOU to the staff and faculty for all of their support 

and for everything they have taught me this year. Although it has been a rollercoaster of a year, we have 

made it through and we are stronger for it! As this has been my first year here at NYMA, it was hard to say goodbye to my first group of seniors. I am so 

proud of their achievements and I look forward to their updates as they flourish outside of our walls. They can accomplish more than they know. Good 

luck out there Class of 2018! 

To parents of our rising seniors (Class of 2019): you should already have received an email with more details about the August SAT administration. If 

you did not receive an email and are interested in signing your student up for the exam, please contact me at smagno@nyma.org before July 25th. Each 

of them deserves a break so I hope that they get it...and then get right back to a learning mindset. Encourage your students to continue to study for their SAT’s and practice their test-taking skills so they are prepared for the new school year.  

I just wanted to say thank you again for allowing me to work with your cadets as they navigate the highs and lows of middle/high school. As I tell all the 

students, every cadet has their own story that they bring along with them and it has been my pleasure getting to know so many of these stories. Being 

able to learn from every experience, seizing each opportunity to be a person of high character, and continuing to grow every day are just some of the 

concepts that I hope your cadets carry with them over the summer and throughout their lives. I will be reaching out to parents again as we approach 

the start of the next school year but please do not hesitate to contact me over the summer if you have questions or concerns. Thank you again and I hope 

you have a wonderful summer vacation! 

Above: Towards the end of the graduation ceremony our 

faculty was asked to stand and be recognized for all the selfless 

deeds they do for their students. 

mailto:admissions@nyma.org
mailto:smagno@nyma.org
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Art Spotlight 

Our cadets wrapped up the year in Studio Art creating installation projects that were designed for an area inside our buildings… 

Below: Cadets Isaacs and 

Antoine created this basketball 

hoop out of plastic, cardboard, 

tape, wire, and paint. 

Left: Cadets Zhao, Zhou, and 

Yang created this musical 

mural. 

Left: Cadet Elhouti’s NYC mobile is made from CD’s. 

Left: Cadet Yang created this large painting that is 

displayed in the main office. 

Below: Cadets McKenzie and Urso created this 

astronaut helmet. 

Right: Cadet Pauletta’s printmaking peace 

banner. Far right: Cadets Graham and 

Walker created this jellyfish mural. 

Right: Cadets Montes and Vas 

created this mural to represent 

NYMA. 


