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This year we decided to build a collaborative relationship with the design school, 

Academia Della Moda, in Milan to help serve some of our students interested in design 

careers. 

The first project was to have their design students consider improvements to NYMA's 

sportswear.  A number of students submitted remarkably creative ideas. Different judges 

reviewed the submissions for technical detail and construction, ease and cost of 

production, consistency with NYMA traditions, creativity...etc. Examples of submitted work 

for the contest will soon be exhibited in the Academic Building’s main corridor. 

The winner of the contest is Anna Maria Coppola.  

Anna Maria is an Italian fashion designer living in 

Naples. She is 21 years old and is currently in her 

final year at the Institute of Universal Art and 

Design. She also attended the U. Boccioni Art High 

School in Naples where she focused on fashion. In 

addition, Anna Maria is also studying architecture, 

interior design, metalsmithing and jewelry design, 

glass making, graphic design, photography, 

sculpture, illustration, painting, and music. As a 

child, her family surrounded her with art and 

helped her establish a good relationship with 

nature that represents her life guide. Anna Maria is 

very excited about the great opportunity to 

participate in this project. She can't stop herself 

from getting involved; creativity is her comfort zone. 

In order to help fund the award, we took one easy-to-

make design from Ms. Coppola's collection and 

produced it. The simplified t-shirt design is now 

available in the Cadet Store for $25; it is pictured to 

the right being held by one of our newer cadets, 

Rayan Sissoko. As winner of the contest, Ms. Coppola 

will deliver a design workshop this summer at 

NYMA…stay tuned for details.  

Next year we will continue this relationship by 

opening up the design contest to both campuses and 

perhaps even beyond. Like this year we hope the 

winners will get the opportunity to sell their products 

in the Cadet Store. 


