
 

 

KNIGHTS NEWS                                                                                                                                                        2018-4-13, Vol. XVII, No. 28  

78 ACADEMY AVE., CORNWALL-ON-HUDSON, NY 12520, TEL: (845) 534-3710, FAX: (845) 534-7891, WWW.NYMA.ORG 

Superintendent's Message 
The weather is finally getting warmer! It’s such a joy to walk on the green grass and watch the cadets march. A few days ago, I had the pleasure to 

observe a magical flag-folding performed by two of our cadets. Go NYMA! 

                                          

I am happy to report that many parents have submitted the re-enrollment documents and payments for their cadets. We will continue to send out 

invitations after the next interim grades become available. If you have questions or concerns, please feel free to contact the Admissions Office via email 

at admissions@nyma.org or (845) 534-3710 Ext. 4272.  

It’s hard to believe that we are only eight weeks away from the end of the school year. Our next big event is the Ring Hop; a mandatory event for seniors 

and juniors which will take place on Saturday, May 12th. Official invitations will go out soon to all senior and junior families. I am looking forward to 

spending a special evening with many of you.  

Graduation invitations also went out to parents of 12th and 8th graders. If for any reason you didn’t receive it, please contract Ms. Terri Madaia at 

tmadaia@nyma.org.  

A while ago I announced this year’s NYMA Summer Program. Since then we have received many applications online. Please be reminded that NYMA will 

be running multiple sessions of summer programs from July 1st to August 11th. All of the sessions will last two weeks. If your NYMA Cadet or siblings 

are interested in attending, they will receive a 15% discount. Please also spread the word in your networks. If you have any questions, you can email 

the school at summerprograms@nyma.org. Applications for the program can be submitted at www.nyma.org/summer-programs/.  

Dean’s News 
I think we can all agree with Serena Yang’s message to winter, Good bye and So long.  Thanks to the 

Wednesday project group, flowers that have not been able to grow from the ground due to our 

extended winter have now been painted on the front of Scarborough Hall for us all to enjoy. The sound 

of the birds chirping in the morning is the promise that warmer weather is around the corner.   

I wanted to offer a very warm welcome to our new Dean of Discipline, 

Mr. Joseph Naseef. He has jumped right into the position and has been 

spending a lot of time getting to know the students as well as the 

systems we have in place. He was most recently a professor at West 

Point and will be teaching a military strategies course to interested 

students at NYMA on Thursday afternoons. This past Wednesday he 

was a guest lecturer in the culture service learning group where he 

discussed his experiences in Afghanistan as the students had chosen 

that country to study. We are very happy to have him contributing to the common 

goal of raising our students to the standards that we have prided ourselves on.   

The 4th Interim Marking Period closes on April 27th which is in two weeks. I will be monitoring student’s grades very closely. This Wednesday students who are 

Mr. Naseef teaching his military 

strategies course. 
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ineligible to compete in athletics because of their grades spent that three-hour block in an additional 

study hall. The cadet manual states that cadets who are failing two or more subjects will not be 

permitted overnight or weekend privileges. Beginning next weekend, if a student falls into this 

category, they will not be permitted to go home for the weekend and will be expected to catch up on 

their work in an effort to improve their grades. 

Individual portrait packages from the two scheduled photo shoots have been mailed to the home 

address that we have on file. You should have also received an email from Ms. Madaia containing a 

digital file that will enable you to print wallet size photos. If you would like to purchase additional 

high-resolution photos from the photographer, you may email him directly at afaccon@gmail.com. 

There will be a final photo shoot on April 25th to capture our most recently admitted students. If you 

would like your child to retake their picture for any reason, please contact Ms. Madaia so we can 

ensure that their name is added to the roster. 

We are pleased to announce that we have secured the Hudson Room at the West Point Club for NYMA’s annual Ring Hop which will take place on May 

12th at 6:00 pm. For those of you who are new to NYMA, the Ring Hop is a ceremonial dinner/dance where it’s customary for junior cadets who have 

ordered class rings to be presented with them by their dates or mothers. This is a mandatory event for junior and senior cadets. Underclassmen may 

only attend if they are asked by an upperclassman as a date. Parents are most certainly welcome and may purchase tickets by following the directions 

in the invitation. 

Invitations to New York Military Academy’s th Commencement and 8th grade Moving Up Ceremony have been emailed. This event will be held on 

Saturday, June 9th at 11:00 am on the quad, weather permitting. All cadets 

are expected to attend and all parents and guardians have been invited. 

Please RSVP to the e-vite with the number of guests that plan on attending 

so that we have enough chairs for all. Light refreshments will be served after 

the ceremony. 

Ms. Hill’s 9th grade English students have finished reading "Romeo and 

Juliet" and have begun their projects associated with the play. Their first 

project involved depicting a favorite scene in a series of nine frames similar 

to a comic strip. Students were required to show great detail in each frame 

proving their mastery of the text. 

On Tuesday afternoon we hosted a consortium of 12 colleges. NYMA 

students took advantage of having the college representatives all to 

themselves and asked a lot of really good questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

Above left is work by Serena Yang. Above right is Gianna 

Whritenour discussing her scene from Romeo and Juliet . 

Below: Cadet Mike Zhang 

and Cadet Mandy Wang 

read to preschool students 

at the Arc of Learning this 

past Wednesday. 

Far right: Cadet William Mayfield 

and Cadet Joshua Antoine look 

like they are entertaining their 

audience without the need for a 

book but read to their preschool 

group as well. 

mailto:afaccon@gmail.com
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The NYMA Admissions Office has been inundated with admission inquiries for next year. The boy 

pictured in the photo to the left is finally old enough to be able to apply for admission next year. 

His older brother attended NYMA for a number of years and it was always his dream to be accepted 

as a cadet. Thank you to his parents for the photo! 

                            

NYMA students went to the Town of Cornwall Little League Complex to assist in preparing the fields for Saturday’s opening day. They enjoyed being in the slightly chilly spring air and are 

interested in returning to help again!  

From the Admissions Office 

Spring sports have begun which means that the year is almost over! 

We have begun our video interviews of cadets’ families. If you would like to tell 

us more about your NYMA experience and help other families to make the NYMA 

choice, please contact Andrew Erickson at aerickson@nyma.org. 

Open House Schedule:          Saturday, May 5th           Saturday, June 2nd  

Open Houses begin precisely at 10:00 am and end at approximately 1:00 pm. Families will join in an informal meet and greet with the Academy’s staff, enjoy a 
presentation by the Superintendent, and be shown around campus by the cadets. 

We are excited to show you our unique school and how we are growing the next 

generation of leaders. Interviews of prospective cadets will be conducted 

throughout the day. 

Campus Visits: Our department prefers personal campus visits during the week 

for prospective families as it gives us much more time to sit and really get to 

know prospective cadets. These are available most school days…just get in touch! 

To RSVP please contact admissions at admissions@nyma.org or (845) 534-3710. 

From the Athletic Department 
This week we kicked off our Spring Sports Season here at NYMA 

as the Boys Tennis Team led by Head Coach Nate Dimmie started 

off the season strong on Wednesday. The Knights won an HVAL 

match over Faith Christian Academy by the final score of 9-0. 

NYMA swept the sets in 2 matches including Robin Zhou in fifth 

singles and Brandon Fooks and Simon Lin in second doubles.  

The Knights had a great start in the match with 6 convincing 

wins in singles action. Matthew Montes posted a 10-1 win in the 

top spot, Brandon Fooks won in second singles 10-3, and Simon 

Lin won 10-5 in the third position. Freshman Gol Svartz gave 

mailto:aerickson@nyma.org
mailto:admissions@nyma.org
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NYMA its fourth victory posting another 10-1 set. In fifth position Robin Zhou provided the 

only 10-0 victory of the match. In the sixth spot eighth grader Adam Sun, NYMA Tennis’ youngest man , won 10-1. 

The doubles matches kept the momentum going with Montes and Svartz winning 8-1 in the 

first spot, Fooks and Lin posting an 8-0 win in second, and Robin and Sun winning 8-1 in 

third doubles. To see more pictures of the matches, please visit: Facebook album: Tennis vs 

Faith Christian 

The NYMA Ultimate Frisbee team led by Head Coach Forrest Gordon was in action this week 

as well. They had their first game of the year this Wednesday against Oakwood Friends 

School. The Knights are full of newcomers to the sport this year but are led by veteran player 

and team captain, Nigel Petti-Fernandez. The Knights got off to a slow start before gaining 

some momentum in the middle of the game as Captain Petti-Fernandez and cutter Will 

Mayfield found an offensive rhythm. Cadet Kris Wu played tough defense that led to turnovers. Many newcomers gained valuable game experience 

throughout the afternoon. The Knights wound up losing the game 6-15 but played hard and showed good signs of the abilities that they will work to 

develop throughout the season! To see more pictures of the 

match, please visit: Facebook album: Ultimate Frisbee vs Faith 

Christian 

This Friday the Boys Tennis Team is back in action here on 

campus as they get set to take on Poughkeepsie Day School at 

4:00 pm. On Saturday the Ultimate Frisbee Team plays host to 

the defending HVAL champions Marvelwood at 2:30 pm.  

GO KNIGHTS!!! 

From the Dean of Discipline 
This week was challenging! The Corps of Cadets was asked to 

hold the uniform standards, make formations on time, and to 

improve on their drill and ceremony techniques. I am very proud of the small steps forward we have taken. Some cadets are volunteering for community 

service to undo some small disciplinary infractions. The community service is not a punishment but a chance for the cadets to help right some wrongs 

by giving back to the community. Overall, they look like a Corps and are changing for the good. Our cadet leadership has really put their foot down in 

support of enforcing the standards as I continue to counsel and advise them.  

Counselor’s Corner 
Greetings, families! I am so happy to see more 

sunshine and warmer weather coming up. Our 

seniors are beginning to make their college 

decisions and our juniors should be signed up for 

the May 5th SAT. We are almost to the finish line!  

We have had great opportunities this week for our 

students! On Tuesday we had a Mini College Fair 

which featured 12 college representatives who 

came to speak with our cadets about what their 

schools have to offer. The representatives shared 

information on their respective colleges and they 

also talked about study abroad opportunities, 

internships, special programs, and their 

admissions processes (especially valuable 

information for international student applicants). 

The colleges in attendance included: Alma College, Arizona State University, Cedar Crest College, Clayton State 

University, Fairfield University, Felician College, Kent State University, Moravian College, Rochester Institute of Technology, University at Buffalo 

SUNY, University of New Haven, West Liberty University, and Westminster College. 

Also, on Wednesday I had the pleasure of attending a Leadership and Character Conference at West Point with MSG Bailey and Cadets Matthew 

Knorpp, Alvin Lukose, Remy Sykes, Joseph Xu, Michael Yusupov, and Robin Zhao. These sophomores and juniors were selected from among the Corps 

to represent NYMA at this event of more than 100 students from 12 different schools.  

https://www.facebook.com/pg/NewYorkMilitaryAcademy/photos/?tab=album&album_id=1843746825647482
https://www.facebook.com/pg/NewYorkMilitaryAcademy/photos/?tab=album&album_id=1843746825647482
https://www.facebook.com/pg/NewYorkMilitaryAcademy/photos/?tab=album&album_id=1843743552314476
https://www.facebook.com/pg/NewYorkMilitaryAcademy/photos/?tab=album&album_id=1843743552314476
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The event, hosted by the West Point Society of the Mid-Hudson, focused on the sharing of 

ideas and knowledge between local student leaders to help grow a culture of positive 

character development in their schools. Students attended seminars led by West Point 

Leadership and Cadets. They 

discussed various aspects of 

leadership as well as moral-

ethical values and actionable 

plans to take back to their 

schools.  

Our cadets were great 

representatives of NYMA and I 

am very proud of them. They will 

be working on a presentation to 

share with the Corps of 

Cadets next Wednesday and will discuss some of the topics covered. Bonus: the six selected 

cadets also received a MSG Bailey tour of Trophy Point and got a chance to see part of the 

chain that was floated across the Hudson River during the Revolutionary War! 

From the Activities Coordinator 
This weekend’s activities are offering a little bit of everything. Friday night we are hosting a movie night in the CAC with soda and popcorn. Saturday 

there is a West Point Museum trip. The weather will be fabulous and so is the museum. Cadets will finish their trip by going to a local ice cream parlor. 

Sunday we will be taking a ride over to Beacon, NY. It’s just across the bridge from us and there’s so much to see!  Beacon has become an artsy, hip place 
to live and play so I’m sure it won’t disappoint. There’s tons of shops, antiques, jewelry stores, trendy and healthy places to grab a bite etc. One of the cool, hip  spots in Beacon is the Pandorica Restaurant; it’s a Dr. Who inspired spot that offers lunch, dinner, and snacks. 

Next week cadets can go see the SUNY New Paltz performance of Avenue Q  on Friday night. There will also be a mid-day hike next Saturday as well.   

The Senior Trip will take place on Saturday, June 2nd and will be to Six Flags Great Escape near Lake George. 

We hope all the senior cadets can make it as it is their last weekend together before graduation. Let’s make 
some memories! See the flyer below for details.   

We are also doing a schoolwide trip for all cadets to Space Farm Zoo in Sussex, New Jersey at the end of 

finals week. It is the perfect place to spend a celebratory afternoon. This family zoo has been owned and operated since  and is New Jersey’s largest combined zoo and museum. After seeing the over 500 

animals the property has to offer, visitors can walk through a series of barns that house historical 

collections of toys, dolls, weapons, bikes, carriages, cars, natural crystals, and more.   

Senior Trip 

to 

Six Flags Great Escape 

Saturday June 2, 2018 

8:00 am – 6:00 pm (transportation provided) 

Price: $40/person 

Price includes: All-you-can-eat BBQ buffet, sides, fixings, drinks, ice cream, 

and treats. 

See Ms. Hill with cash or check made out to NYMA by April 30th 
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Art Spotlight 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Below: We received a generous donation of art supplies from Barbara 

Manson on behalf of her mother and artist Rosemary Sublet. 

Above: Cadet Ricks creating a linoleum block print inspired by 

superheroes. The finished print is above his photo. 

Left: Cadet Isaacs finished 

up his ceramics project by 

creating a polymer clay 

apple which he painted 

with acrylic paint. Cadet 

Isaacs used a real apple to 

create realistic bite marks. 

Left: Cadet Graham created a Dahlia using our wood-burning pen and 

watercolors. 


