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Superintendent's Message 
It is with great sadness that I announce the passing of Les McMillen, a 

long-term NYMA employee. Les worked at NYMA for 31 years. He 

touched many young hearts by being a role model to them and by 

working with them as a teacher, a coach, or an administrator. He will be 

missed by the NYMA community. There will be a "Celebration of Les's 

Life" held on Sunday, March 4th. Many of us will be attending the service. 

Individuals who wish to receive detailed information should email me 

at jzhang@nyma.org.  

On Tuesday, February 27th, I visited every male cadet’s room and was 
really impressed by some of the wall lockers, beds, and desks! Inspired 

by the outstanding work from our cadets, I spent a few hours cleaning 

and reorganizing my wardrobe that night! When I showed off some 

photos on our NYMA Facebook page, our standards were approved by 

our alums! One alumnus wrote: Now guys when you go home…carry on!  

    

And while we all thought that spring was finally here, NYMA experienced another stormy day today. Thank you to the many dedicated staff members 

for coming in and making today a meaningful day for the cadets.  

The following information was shared in the last issue of the weekly newsletter: 

NYMA will be once again running multiple sessions of summer programs from July 1st to August 11th. We have recently posted the Summer Program 

information on the website at www.nyma.org/summer-programs/. A brochure is attached at the end of this newsletter and will be included in future 

issues as well. All of our summer sessions will last two weeks. If your child is interested in attending, please apply online. Current cadets and their 

siblings will receive a 15% discount for attending our programs. Please spread the word in your networks and feel free to email the school at 

summerprograms@nyma.org if you have additional questions.     

Believe it or not, it is already time to think about re-enrollment for the next school year. While the academy is in the process of preparing the re-

enrollment application packet, please begin to have a conversation with your child about the plan for the coming school year. The re-enrollment packet 

is expected to be sent out before your child leaves for Spring Furlough.   

 

mailto:jzhang@nyma.org
http://www.nyma.org/summer-programs/
mailto:summerprograms@nyma.org
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Dean’s News 
Really??? Just when we thought spring was here to stay, winter reared its snowy head today. 

We got off to a slightly delayed start, but thanks to our dedicated teachers and staff we robbed our students of yet another snow day.  With just two weeks left until the end of the marking 

period and the beginning of the break, all of our instructional days are precious. Safety is also 

paramount so we did cancel Friday Study Hall in an effort to get our students home as soon 

as school was let out.  

Your children all have access to the Rediker portal and can see what assignments they are 

missing. If you received an initial email indicating that your child was placed on study hall, 

please encourage them to complete those assignments that are outstanding over the 

weekend. 

This week to celebrate the 

completion of reading 

Shakespeare's Hamlet, Ms. 

Hill's English 2 Class has 

begun creating a puppet 

show version of the play. 

Having completed all of the 

desired scenes, cadets are 

now creating all of the 

character puppets. They 

are even using recycled 

bottles and fabric swatches 

from the Project Linus 

blanket-making activity 

from several weeks ago. 

Next on their agenda is to record their audio tracks of the script, practice their puppeteering, 

and finally present to a carefully chosen NYMA Cadet audience. 

Ms. Hill had been scheduled to take five of our cadets to read to students at a school in New 

Windsor in celebration of Read Across America. Unfortunately, the outing was canceled due 

to the inclement weather and our neighborhood school closings. On Wednesday she will be taking a group of our students to St. Luke’s Hospital to donate blankets made from the Project 

Linus activity. Thank you to all of our teachers for keeping our students involved in 

community events, but especially to Ms. Hill for the outstanding job she is doing as Activities 

Coordinator. 

The culture group did a great job of helping to prepare lunch and dessert this Wednesday. You know it’s good when the kids go up for third helpings. To represent English fare, they 

served potato leek soup, fish and chips, cucumber salad and courgette gratin. Two of our 

older students, 

Charlie Qin and 

Robin Zhao 

(bottom-left), 

were in the 

forefront cutting 

the zucchini for 

the delicious 

casserole. Daniel 

Geng and Yusef 

Salameh (right) 

cut portions of 

the pecan 

caramel toffee 

dessert that they 

served. 
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Students from the Makerspace have been working on several different 

projects (left and far-right). 

 

We helped our lovely guidance counselor, Ms. Sarah Magno, celebrate her birthday this Tuesday. We are so lucky that she joined our NYMA family this 

year. She has done an excellent job helping our seniors navigate the college process and they are now experiencing the great results of their work 

together. She also spends a lot of time helping students navigate the stresses of being teenagers. 

She is pictured above-center with Cadet First Captain Nigel Petti-Fernandez acing her birthday push-ups!  When you get as old as me you’ll ask one of 

the cadets to do them for you. We love you Sarah! It’s always exciting to share in our student’s happiness when they learn of a new college acceptance.  Mandy Wang is 

pictured to the left looking at her acceptance notification in the Academic Office. 

I am usually able to share many more activities that are the result of our Wednesday Service Learning Groups, but sadly we learned of Les McMillen’s passing early Wednesday morning. It seemed befitting to pay tribute to this pillar of our 

community as we came together in community meeting. Words cannot express how saddened we are by the loss of our 

dear colleague and friend, Coach Les McMillen. Put simply, if he could possibly help you, he most certainly would. He 

was a wealth of information and a loving, kind man that was interested in developing every aspect of an athlete…not 

just their athletic ability. Over the years, he helped out in so many different areas at NYMA that he has touched all of our 

lives. The halls of NYMA are quieter without his strong voice and big laugh. I will especially miss his presence at all of 

our upcoming ceremonies. Encourage your child to visit with Ms. Magno if they are having difficulty processing their 

grief. We will be escorting those cadets who have expressed the desire to attend Coach McMillen’s memorial service on 
Sunday. Details for the service can be found on our website: Remembering Les McMillen. 

From the Admissions Office 

We are busy enrolling for next school year. Our most important admissions resource is our parents so please tell your friends about the important work 

NYMA is doing.  

AMCSUS Conference 

The Association of Military Colleges and Schools of the United States (AMCSUS) Conference was awesome 

this year! Most military schools were represented and it was great being able to bounce off ideas with the 

other schools and colleges. NYMA is a growing school and we are being noticed! 

Upcoming Open House Schedule 

Saturday, March 10th  

Saturday, May 5th  

Saturday, June 2nd  

From the Athletic Department 
Senior guard Branden Evans (right) scored his 1,000th point against Hoosac on Senior Day. He joins 

teammate Zaahir Woody in reaching this milestone this year. 

https://www.nyma.org/2018/03/02/remembering-les-mcmillen/
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The NYMA JV Basketball Team finished up their season last weekend. The team lost to Marvelwood by the score of 42-51 on Saturday. Eighth-grader 

Andrew Weng led the team in scoring with 23 points while freshman Ethan Hassane finished the game with 14 points. The young Knights played back 

to back with a Sunday game against the Woodstock School as well. It was a hard-fought game, but in the end the Knights lost by the score of 39-49. Once 

again, Andrew Weng led the team in scoring with 18 points and Ethan Hassane finished with 18. The boys had a great season with Coach Espinosa and 

finished with an overall record of 6-8. Most of their loses were within 10 points and they played a very tough schedule this season. We are very proud 

of all of you! 

Bowling finished their season on 

Wednesday at Pat Tarsio Lanes. 

The team had its ups and downs in 

its first year, but Seniors Simon 

Lin and Mandy Wang led the 

younger cadets and helped them 

learn and grow. They finished the 

year with an overall record of 3-9 

and tied for second in the league. 

The Knights finished strong 

beating Faith Christian Academy 

twice in their final matches. With 

the help from our talented 

coaches, Tim Manelly and Nick Boyd, the Knights improved every week. As they continue to grow and mature they will surely be a force to reckon with 

in the coming years. 

Lastly, below is more information on the NEPSAC tournament for Varsity Basketball. 

GO KNIGHTS!!! 

 

 

NEPSAC Final 4 (Semifinals) 

Saturday 3/3 at 4:30 pm 

NYMA vs. Boston Trinity 

The MacDuffie School 

66 School Street 

Granby, MA 01033 

NEPSAC Championship 

Sunday 3/4 at 1:00 pm 

Clark University 

950 Main Street 

Worcester, MA 01610 
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Commandant’s Notes 
It was a busy week on campus. We welcomed a new cadet to our family, completed our photographs for the 2017-2018 yearbook, and had the lovely 

spring weather drenched in snow.  

Our Varsity Basketball Team will be playing in the NEPSAC Semifinal Playoff this weekend! Good luck to everyone who has worked so hard this year! 

Next weekend will be a closed weekend for the cadets and it will be the last weekend before Spring Furlough. We will be hosting an Open House for 

anyone interested in touring our campus and seeing what happens at the academy. It's a nice time for cadets to share their experiences with visitors 

and we appreciate all the help they provide in growing the corp.  

If you are making special arrangements to get your cadet home for furlough, please contact us with details so we can help.  

As always if you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at dlorenzen@nyma.org or at Ext. 4210. Have a great week!  

 

From the Activities Coordinator 
As I have begun to process the passing of Coach McMillen, I am reminded of his infectious positivity.  

There was always a bright side for that man and when I did not see one, he assured me it was there. I 

have had the opportunity to work with Les this year as I began spearheading this Cadet Activity Program 

for the first time. He was excited for me to assume this new role and the wonderful opportunities it would 

offer our cadets. In his very deep, baritone voice he would recant numerous stories about how he and Sergeant Brock would take the kids  here and there through the years. It’s all about the kids,  he would 

say and fold his arms over his chest nodding to himself. So, Les, I’m going to promise to continue to plan memorable activities for our kids  and hopefully make them as happy as you did. This weekend we are having a Just Dance Revolution  in the auditorium. Friday night we will 

be projecting dancing figures onto the wall set to popular music so we can mimic the steps and bust 
a move!  On Saturday several students will be 

going to BOUNCE trampoline indoor activity 

center. We will wind down the weekend with a 

Maple Sugar Tour at the Hudson Highlands Museum and a visit to Jones Farm.  Jones Farm is a 

lovely family-owned farm and country store that has been serving Cornwall for many years. It’s 
also the home of an impressive art gallery and has chickens, roosters, and other animals to meet 

during your visit.  And did I mention…the best apple cider donuts in New York?  Yum. 

Next weekend will be Family Feud Night, Stephen King Horror Movie Night, and horseback riding. 

Have a fantastic weekend! 

mailto:dlorenzen@nyma.org


New York Military Academy 
 

Summer Leadership  
Program  

 Boarding and Day for Girls and Boys ages —  
 

New York Military Academy NYMA  is a private   boarding school serving grades  to  and Post-graduate during the school year and children age  or older n the summer. NYMA offers a rich summer program for students who actively seek to be Set Apart for Excellence in a uniquely structured setting. We have carefully designed a summer of achievement and growth in a structured, positive, and student-centered learning environment. NYMA serves diligent, hard-working students who are looking for personal growth and more activities than typical summer programs can provide.  Trips to local arts institutions and New York City landmarks  are scheduled.  

Please get in touch with our  Admissions Team. 
 

New York Military Academy Affectionately known as NYMA Knee-Ma  

 

 Academy Avenue 

Cornwall-on-Hudson, NY  

www.nyma.org   

- - -  

summerprograms@nyma.org 

 



New York Military Academy is the alma mater of Presi-dent Donald Trump who studied here for five years. Many creative leaders in the arts, business, and interna-tional politics joined NYMA as teens and found the expe-rience transformative.  For Summer , NYMA will be offering three sessions of -day leadership summer programs for children age  or older. All of our summer program attendees will receive a series of lessons in Leadership, STEAM Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and Mathematics ,  and Outdoor Survival. Students participate in drill and ceremonies, formations, sports, activities, and rifle training.  
 

Our Program 

Leadership — NYMA prides itself on its Leadership Lab which educates students to lead themselves and then others. 
Arts — Fine and performing art classes develop stu-dents’ interests through creative projects. 
Science, Engineering and Robotics  — We practice a fun and hands-on approach to math and science educa-tion.   
Sports  — Basketball, tennis, swimming, baseball and a variety of other sports are part of the  NYMA experi-ence.  
Social and Cultural Events — Trips and evening social events allow students from different backgrounds to bond and establish friendships.  
English as a Second Language — ESL is offered for international students wishing to enhance their English skills.  In addition to our rich program of daily activities, fre-quent trips are scheduled to local attractions and to New York City landmarks. Area forests and mountains serve as locations for orienteering and outdoor adven-tures including survival training.  NYMA makes use of the campus at the nearby United States Military Acade-my at West Point to enhance our leadership training programs. 

Program Sessions  

Session Alpha: July st – July th 

Session Bravo: July th – July th 

Session Charlie:  July th – August th 

Cost of Attendance 

-week day program  days  - $ ,  

-week boarding program  days  - $ ,  

Apply Today at  
 www.nyma.org/summer-programs/ 

 A non-refundable application fee of $   is required upon submission of the application. 
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