
 

 

KNIGHTS NEWS                                                                                                                                                        2018-2-16, Vol. XVII, No. 22  

78 ACADEMY AVE., CORNWALL-ON-HUDSON, NY 12520, TEL: (845) 534-3710, FAX: (845) 534-7891, WWW.NYMA.ORG 

Superintendent's Message 
What a busy week! We ended last week by hosting an 

Open House on Saturday, February 10th which 

welcomed nearly 20 families. Many faculty members 

and cadets joined me in greeting and touring with the 

prospective applicants.  We truly hope to see some of 

them soon! Saturday night’s Winter Formal was a great milestone 
in the recent history of NYMA. Approximately 160 

guests including cadets, staff, visiting students, families, 

and friends attended the event at the West Point Club. I 

know that everyone had a great time eating, dancing, 

laughing, and socializing. Our boys and girls looked 

absolutely gorgeous.  

Our Winter Program officially ended on Monday, 

February 11th. Many of the cadets went to Riley 

Barracks or Mess Hall to say goodbye to the visiting 

students and I hope that the friendships that were 

made will last forever.  On Valentine’s Day Ms. Dong and I were invited to the 

Lunar New Year Celebration hosted by the Chinese 

Consulate in New York. We were greeted by the 

Consul General Qiyue Zhang and enjoyed a great 

performance, delicious dinner, and spectacular 

fireworks over the Hudson River.  

In celebration of Presidents’ Day, NYMA will be 

closed on Monday, February 19th. After a closed 

weekend and an extremely busy week, all of us are 

happy to have a three-day weekend. Most of the 

cadets are off campus and will be spending time with 

family and friends.   

Happy Presidents’ Day to all! 
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Dean’s News 
It was so nice to see so many parents, members of the 

faculty and administration, students, and of course our 

visitors from Taiwan at this year’s Winter Formal held at 

West Point. Thank you to Ms. Zhang for the approval to hold 

the formal at such a beautiful venue. We began the evening with hors d’oeuvres and a meet-and-greet. Then Amanda 

Beller announced each guest into the ballroom as they were 

individually greeted by the receiving line. Amanda did a 

fantastic job of hosting the event and First Captain Nigel 

Petti-Fernandez delivered a heartfelt speech to the crowd of 

170 guests. The West Point Club prepared a delicious meal 

consisting of chicken parmesan, baked ziti, and meatballs. 

The dinner was followed by that beautiful cake pictured to 

the right. The students worked hard on last-minute 

transportation details, but all of the work was worth it in the 

end. And of course, the formal wasn’t complete until 

Sergeant Bailey allowed himself to be dragged onto the 

dance floor. Just look at the expressions on the cadets’ faces to the right; you can almost hear the 

crowd screaming. 

 

 

   

There are a number of cultures that have celebrations at this time of year. Our Wednesday 

culture group brought us a little sample of Chinese New Year by creating this dragon and 

dancing ceremoniously into our community meeting. You can see Cadet Yusef Salameh’s 
head poking out of the dragon’s mouth below. He really enjoyed himself as he weaved down 

the aisle. With Ms. Dong’s help, other students made decorations for the Mess Hall. Ms. Dong 

also gave out little packages of sweets to all of the students. 

 

Cadet Edward Trenkmann (left) was 

beaming with pride as he became 

recognized and received his epilates by 

First Captain Nigel Petti-Fernandez and 

Major Lorenzen. 

Andrew Erickson (above) asked these 5 cadets to stand 

and be recognized for their service in the Admissions 

Office. Gianna Whritenour, Timothy DelUniversita, 

Jake Debree, Josheph Xu, and Alvin Lukose all received 

ribbons for hosting tours for our prospective students 

and families. 
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Other members of the culture group 

made elaborate masks in celebration 

of Carnival and explained the holiday 

to rest of the corps. 

The 3rd Interim Marking Period ended 

today so keep your eye on Rediker for 

grades to be posted by the end of next 

week. Ms. Madaia will send out an 

email to alert you. 

We traveled to Storm King to support 

our basketball team and cheerleaders. 

It was such an exciting game; we all 

had sore voices the next morning! The 

team loves it when they can hear us 

rooting for them so please come join 

us Saturday at 3:00 pm.  

 

 

From the Admissions Office 

Our February Open House was a great success with over twenty families 

participating. One of the highlights was our Color Guard. They realized that several 

of their members were helping out at the Open House and offered to present the 

Colors. Not only was their performance flawless, but they took it upon themselves 

to plan, practice, and execute this unique ceremony. Thank you Color Guard! 

Several cadets also earned their Admissions Guide Ribbons this week. 

Congratulations to Gianna Whritenour, Timothy DelUniversita, Jake Debree, 

Josheph Xu, and Alvin Lukose. Cadets who serve as guides help the Admissions Staff 

to not only show off our campus, but to help select students to come to our fine 

academy.   

Upcoming Open House Schedule: Saturday, March 10th, Saturday, May 5th, Saturday, 

June 2nd  

 

From the Athletic Department 
On Saturday, 2/10, The Varsity Basketball Team (15-3) played host to Marvelwood 

in an HVAL matchup. NYMA won by a score of 68-27. The Knights were led by 

Zamere McKenzie and Will Mayfield who each scored 21 points. Mayfield also 

added 10 rebounds. Zaahir Woody had 12 points, 7 assists, and 7 rebounds. 

Branden Evans scored 9. 

The following day Varsity Basketball hosted Redemption Christian Academy and 

won 81-58. The Knights were again led by a strong performance by Will Mayfield 

who finished with 25 points, 3 blocks, and 18 rebounds. Zaahir Woody also had a 

great game; he had 22 points, 8 rebounds, 7 assists, 2 blocks, and 5 steals. Zamere 

McKenzie had 10 points, 8 rebounds, and 2 blocks. Branden Evans and Karif Isaacs 

each had 7 points while Josh Antoine and Mickey Urso finished with 5 points each. 

On Sunday the JV Team also took on Redemption Christian Academy. They lost by 

the score of 42-56. NYMA was led by Andrew Weng who scored 16 points and Ethan 

Hassane who finished with 13. 

On Monday both the JV and Varsity Basketball Teams traveled to Poughkeepsie Day 

School. JV won by the score of 52-28. The young Knights team were again led by Andrew Weng with 18 points and Ethan Hassane with 14 points. 

Look at that old lady above screaming in the bleachers! Oops, 

that’s me next to Ms. Magno and Dr. Webb. 
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The Varsity Team beat Poughkeepsie 

Day School by the score of 91-47. NYMA 

was led by Mickey Urso who finished 

with a game-high 33 points. The Knights 

also got solid contributions from Zaahir 

Woody who had 29 points, 10 rebounds, 

and 8 assists and Will Mayfield who had 

14 points and 14 rebounds. Branden 

Evans and Josh Antoine each added 7 

points. David Pinto Ricardo had 8 

rebounds. 

Wednesday was a big day for NYMA 

Athletics as we had most of our teams in 

action. Wrestling was at Marvelwood, Bowling took on Faith Christian Academy, and JV and 

Varsity Basketball both took the five-mile trip down 9W to renew a friendly rivalry with Storm 

King. 

NYMA Bowling was defeated by Faith Christian Academy in both matches. The first match the 

Knights lost 96-124, 111-116. Standout bowlers in this first match were Jason Zheng, Alex 

Huang, and Zhengkun Yang. In the second match NYMA was defeated 102-151, 93-111. Leading 

the way for NYMA in this second match were Mandy Wang, Alex Huang, and Adam Sun. 

 JV Basketball fell to Storm King 28-38. The Knights were led by Andrew Weng with 14 points 

and Bill He with 6 points. Varsity Basketball was able to pull off a win against Storm King in 

what was an intense atmosphere on the road. The gym was packed and our Color Guard made  

 

the trip to present the Colors. The 

cheerleaders also were at the game 

and did a great job stirring up the 

crowd and rooting for the Knights. We 

also had a special cheering section led 

by Mrs. Reeves, Mrs. Mango, and Dr. 

Webb. NYMA defeated Storm King by 

the score of 78-58. Zaahir Woody had 

26 points while Will Mayfield and 

Zamere McKenzie both scored 17. 

Branden Evans finished with 11 

points, Mickey Urso had 7 points, and 

Karif Isaacs scored 4.  The Varsity 

Team is now an impressive 18-3! 

 



 

 

KNIGHTS NEWS                                                                                                                                                       2018-2-16, Vol. XVII, No. 22 

 

78 ACADEMY AVENUE, CORNWALL ON HUDSON, NY 12520, USA  TEL: 845-534-3710, FAX: 845-534-7891, WEB: WWW.NYMA.ORG 

 

A special thank you goes out to the following colleges who either called or stopped 

by over the past week to learn about, watch, and recruit some of our cadets:  

Mount Saint Mary College, Pace, Maritime, Mount Saint Vincent, Felician, Post 

University, New Paltz, Westchester Community College, Orange County 

Community College, Sullivan County Community College, Monroe Community 

College, Mercy, Queens, NYIT, Dutchess Community College, New Mexico Military 

JC, Palm Beach State, Dominican, Western Connecticut, Oswego, Oneonta, Purchase, 

and Utica. 

GO KNIGHTS!!! 

Commandant’s Notes We’ve enjoyed some nice weather on campus this week. A few cadets even pulled 

out the football to throw around a bit yesterday!  

The cadets are excited for a long weekend and the staff and faculty may be a bit excited as well. The Winter Formal was a huge success and we appreciate 

all of the parents for showing support to the academy and their cadets. Take a look at our Facebook page to view and share your favorite photographs 

from the weekend: Facebook Album: Winter Formal 

Counselor’s Corner 
Greetings, families. Now that college acceptances are rolling in, it's important to remind eligible parents to finish their FAFSA paperwork and submit 

that information as soon as possible. 

In light of recent events in Florida, I would like to share with you a helpful article on how to speak with your children about school shootings in case 

your student is having a difficult time or has any concerns: https://tinyurl.com/y7kc7v82. Sometimes we do not know how to broach these topics so 

just being open and available for your cadet is one of the most important things you can do. 

That being said, I am here to support the social/emotional needs of your children as much as possible. I know that this is a difficult time of life to navigate 

feelings and balance them against schoolwork and academic expectations. If your cadet is feeling overwhelmed, helpless, or lost, please remind them 

that they can talk to myself or any of our faculty or staff whom they feel most comfortable with. We are all here to support the cadets in whatever way 

they need and to help them grow to become the best that they can be. 

Please help us to reinforce the idea to "be kind at all times". Consider talking about what that means with your cadets and really making sure they 

understand the impact that their actions have not just on themselves, but on those around them. 

We love and care about each and every cadet and we wish nothing but the best for them. As always, thank you for trusting us with the care of your 

children and we will continue to do what we can to help them in every aspect of their lives. Have a wonderful long weekend. 

From the Activities Coordinator 
Hello from Cadet Activites! In addition to the Winter Formal last 

weekend, cadets had an amazing time ice skating! I would like to 

thank Cadets Charlie Dong and Daniel Geng who woke up extra 

early last Saturday to help pack care boxes for Troops overseas. 

We were packaging and adressing about one hundred packages 

that morning with the help of the Cornwall Key Club and 

Presbyterian Church.  

This weekend, while many will be headed home for the long weekend, some cadets will be visiting Washington’s 
Headquarters in Newburgh on Saturday. The Headquarters 

invites the community each year to partake in the birthday 

celebrations. So we will be joining George who will be there to 

blow out his candles and tell visitors intimate stories about his time spent in our neck of the woods.  We will also be headed out 

to snowtube in Orange County Park on Sunday.    

Next weekend some of us will be off to see West Side Story performed at the Storm King School. Saturday evening there will be a bowling night at Tarsio 

Bowling Time in New Windsor with unlimited bowling and pizza…who wouldn’t want to join in on the fun? 

Have a wonderful weekend! 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/NewYorkMilitaryAcademy/photos/?tab=album&album_id=1777664182255747
https://tinyurl.com/y7kc7v82

