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Superintendent's Message 
Like all of the cadets and visiting students, I had an extremely busy week! On Tuesday I had the pleasure of working on questions from the 2017 American 

Mathematics Competion and observed our visitors showing off their talent in math. Would you like to try to solve a question like the one below? 

In the arrangement of letters and numerals below, by how many different paths can one spell AMC8? Beginning at the A in the middle, a path allows only moves 

from one letter to an adjacent (above, below, left, or right, but not diagonal) letter. One example of such a path is traced in the picture. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We had the largest crowd to date for Wednesday’s Community Meeting! Twenty-eight visiting students and their teachers joined us and shared the 

spirit of our service learning.  

On Thursday I was invited to give a talk to a group of 49 principals from China. I had a wonderful time sharing my knowledge and experience from 

working in the American educational system for nearly thirty years. 

Finally, I was one of the chaperones who took the visiting students on an ice skating trip today. Boy, it was cold! 

 

Dean’s News 
There are a few of us old-timers  at NYMA that have been here long enough to remember when the mess hall and chapel pews were filled with many 

students. It has been wonderful to see these seats full again, if only briefly, by our visiting students. It is a reminder of what we will soon achieve as we 

continue to grow. I am very grateful to the teachers for arranging their lessons in such a way that would enrich both parties. I have heard nothing but 

positive feedback about the exchange.   

Our visitors have been on the go with a very full schedule since their arrival. After a full day and evening of travel, they rested and then woke to an 

orientation session followed by the SLEP test in the afternoon. NYMA currently uses the SLEP test as a placement tool to determine whether additional 

English language classes will be necessary to ensure the success of our international students. 
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The first section of the SLEP test measures ability to understand spoken English and is 35-

40 minutes long. It is divided into four parts with four different types of questions. The 

second section contains questions that approximate the type of dictation exercises used 

frequently in English classes; the student must match a sentence printed in the test book 

with a sentence heard on the tape. The questions focus on the relationship between structure 

and meaning. 

Though we do not offer the Regents exams at NYMA, every year we have parents express the 

desire for their children to take these exams. In order for your student to sit for the exam, 

have the exam graded, and then reported to the Board of Regents, we must make prior 

arrangements with the school of your choice and the scoring company. If you are a New York 

State resident and you would like to arrange for your child to take the exams in June, please 

be sure to contact me at mreeves@nyma.org. 

Congratulations to our three newly recognized members of the Corps of Cadets. It seems as 

though they just arrived so this is a credit to their ability to learn and assimilate all of the 

necessary requirements to attain this recognition so quickly. Below, Captain Qin and First 

Captain Petti-Fernandez are placing epilates with rank on Cadet He, Wash, and Jiang.  

 

The new NYMA news group was able to present their first broadcast this week. It’s always exciting to see how the new students in the group will change 
the spin on the finished product. They should be really proud of themselves because the adult mentors said that they all worked really hard and were 

able to produce a paper newsletter in addition to the video broadcast. I stepped into the library as they were filming Cadet Urso and Cadet Evans 

anchoring the sports portion of the broadcast. The feedback from the students is that the news group is their favorite experience. This is very gratifying 

for me because like scheming to get kids to eat their vegetables, this was a way of making sure that they keep abreast of current events, work on their 

writing and presentation skills, and have pride in their school as they share.  It’s a WIN/WIN!!!! 

Ms. Hill is really excited about delivering her 

lessons in her new digs. Thanks to Josh and the rest 

of the project group that helped to make this a fast 

and smooth transition. This week her 8th graders 

finished reading "Oedipus Rex" and were shocked by 

its conclusion. They are currently working on word 

masks for their chosen characters. As they near the 

end of The Outsiders , the 7th graders have created 

an Oklahoma newspaper. Each cadet wrote two 

articles which covered topics addressed in the 

novel.   

Our visitors got a chance to partake in our culture-

oriented service learning group. Ms. Harrell, Dr. 

Webb, Ms. Dong, and Ms. Clavin prepared a number 

of activities that all of the students could participate 

in to get to know one another better. The students 

were asked to conduct a friendship version of speed dating  whereby they would learn several things about one another before moving on to the next 

pairing. Later they all took part in making various origami animals. 

Josh Antoine helps Ms. Hill move her classroom 

down the hall into a much larger space which 

will have a project area within the room. 

mailto:mreeves@nyma.org
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Last weekend I chaperoned a trip to Ivy Rock Farms in New Windsor. It was nice for those who participated to get off campus for a bit and spend time 

around those sweet horses. Horse trainers Rose and Emma taught our students basic horseback riding and grooming skills. Chase and Diesel (the horses 

pictured below) were rather large and in charge  but welcomed the cadets for a ride. 

 

From the Admissions Office 

Cadet Captain Amanda Beller was interviewed on the radio twice on Thursday 

morning along with our Admissions Director, Mr. Dolan. She spoke about her 

experiences as a female student at the academy (where she is the third highest 

ranked cadet) and her future goals of Navy ROTC and Aerospace Engineering. She 

said that you have to set the bar high if you want to achieve big goals (she is in the 

process of being accepted to Princeton). Captain Beller’s visit with Fox Radio kicked off with the February 10th Open House. 

You can watch both of her interviews on the NYMA Facebook page. If you know of 

anyone interested in NYMA, please let them know about the Open House that 

begins promptly at 10:00 am and ends around 1:00 pm. 

We had a great experience this week during a campus tour with a great family. 

Cadet Kobe Parker was showing the family around our historic campus and telling 

them about his daily life when his mom came to pick him up for a doctor's appointment. Mrs. Parker took the time to speak with the visiting family 

about her great experiences with the academy and how much her son was achieving. Thank you to all the NYMA moms and dads for sharing the good 

word about our great little school.  

Three of our new cadets have been recognized as part of the NYMA Corps of Cadets. The Admissions 

Department really likes when we bring in a new student and they immediately start to find success 

at NYMA. The Admissions Team is really excited for all the seniors that are already receiving their 

college acceptances. We wish the cadets all the very best; they have worked really hard to get here. 

We are very proud of each and every one of them! 
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From the Athletic Department 
On Friday, 1/26 the Varsity 

Basketball Team played Faith 

Christian in a HVAL Matchup. NYMA 

won 92-44 and were led by a 

balanced scoring attack. Brandon 

Evans led the team with 23 points 

while Zaahir Woody had 20. Mickey 

Urso and Zamere McKenzie 

contributed 10 points each while 

Will Mayfield scored 9 points. Josh 

Antoine and Karif Isaacs each had 7 

points and Nigel Petti-Fernandez 

finished with 4. 

The JV Basketball Team also took on Faith Christian on 1/26 and lost by the score of 63-52. The young Knights were led by Andrew Wang who scored 

17 points. Simon Chen finished with 13 points while Henri Racine added 10. Ethan Hassane also scored 8 points. 

On Saturday, 1/27 the Varsity Boys (9-2) played 

host to Carson Long Military Academy from 

Pennsylvania in the first ever Northeast Military 

Academy Tournament. NYMA won by the score of 

78-48. The Knights were led by Most Outstanding 

Player, Zaahir Woody. Woody finished with 19 

points while teammate Zamere McKenzie added 

15 points. Jalen Rocks pitched in 10 while Will 

Mayfield finished with 9. Karif Isaacs scored 8 

points, Josh Antoine had 7, Mickey Urso had 5, 

and David Pinto-Ricardo and Nigel Petti-

Fernandez each contributed 3 points. Carson 

Long Military Academy’s Brandon Osofo and 

Tristin Garcia both scored 16 points apiece and 

Osofo took home the Sportsmanship Award. 

The JV Team also played Carson Long and 

won by the score of 62-34 with Cadet 

Andrew Weng scoring 20 points for the 

Knights. 

On Saturday, 1/27 the NYMA Wrestling 

Team traveled Down 9W to Storm King and 

wrestled against Woodhall, Marvelwood, 

and Storm King. Matthew Montes and 

Nathan Kratman wrestled very well and 

made NYMA proud! 

On Monday, 1/29 the NYMA Varsity 

Basketball Team (10-2) started a five-game road trip by traveling to Hartford, CT to play a very 

talented Watkinson team. The game was 39-30 at halftime in favor of NYMA. The Knights ended 

up winning by the score of 86-48. NYMA was led by Will Mayfield who finished with 27 points, 

20 rebounds, and 6 blocks. Brandon Evans scored 21 points and Zamere McKenzie finished with 

17. Zaahir Woody also had a great game contributing 9 points, 12 assists and 12 rebounds. 

On Wednesday the Varsity Team then traveled to Oakwood Friends and won by a score of 77-

42. Senior Zaahir Woody led the Knights in scoring with 22 points. That effort helped Woody  

eclipse the 1,000-point total for his high school career! Brandon Evans also finished with 20 

points for the Knights. Other cadets with solid contributions were Zamere McKenzie and 

Mickey Urso with 8 points and Karif Isaacs and Josh Antoine with 7 points. 

That same Wednesday the NYMA Bowling Team was in action again. Match #1 was versus Storm 

King. NYMA was defeated in 2 games by scores of 109-91 and 138-105.  Stand out players for 

this match for NYMA were Mandy Wang, Heidi Welsh, and Zhengkun Yang.  
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The second match was against Faith Christian Academy. NYMA lost the match with FCA 

winning game one 109-98 and NYMA winning game two 121-97. FCA came through with 

a clutch strike to win game three by the score of 114-107. Mandy Wang and Heidi Welsh 

carried the team against FCA making 5 of 6 spares that they attempted. Next week we will 

be at Pat Tarsio Bowling Lanes for matches that will be starting at 3:00 pm sharp! If you're 

free, come by and support your Knights! 

On Thursday the Varsity Basketball 

Team headed up the thruway to New 

Lebanon to take on Darrow in another 

HVAL matchup. NYMA (12-2) won by 

the score of 80-39 as Zaahir Woody 

finished with 19 points. The Knights got 

a solid contribution from Zamere 

McKenzie who finished with 16 points, 

Karif Isaacs who had 11 points, and 

Mickey Urso who scored 10. Josh 

Antoine and Jalen Ricks also each scored 7 points while Brandon Evans ended the game with 6. 

GO KNIGHTS!!! 

Commandant’s Notes 
I wanted to give everyone one more reminder to please mark your calendars for our most elegant 

event of the year, the Winter Formal.  It is taking place on February 10th at the Officer’s Club at West 

Point.  The event is open to cadets, dates, parents, and faculty. It's shaping up to be a very large turnout 

and it will be a nice trip away from campus for the cadets. Hopefully it will also be a refreshing change 

to our schedule during the winter weekends! 

Counselor’s Corner 
Greetings! It is a wonderful time of year where our seniors are starting to hear from colleges and our juniors are starting 

to think about their resumes and potential colleges.  

Parents of seniors…if you do not already have access to Naviance, our online college prep and application tool, please reach 

out and I can resend the login information. Parents of juniors…I am working to update our Naviance account so we can 

send out access information. For all of our other wonderful parents…I will also work to have Naviance available to you and 

your cadet so you can begin the conversation of college preparedness (yes, even the 7th graders!). If you have changed your 

email address, please make sure you update Ms. Madaia or myself. 

As we continue to teach our young cadets coping skills and positive strategies for dealing with stress, we want to make 

sure that we keep that in our own minds as well. I hope you have a wonderful weekend and a great week! 

 

From the Activities Coordinator 
Last weekend cadets participated in BINGO night in the library with Mrs. Harrell. The following day 

several students went horseback riding and loved it. The stables were so impressed with us; they told us to come back anytime!  

This weekend will start off with Karaoke night in the Social Center. Grab the mic and give us your 

best!  Saturday night we are taking over the Social Center and will be making fleece tie blankets for 

Project Linus. Project Linus is a national organization that provides blankets to children in 

hospitals. NO skill is needed so if you can use scissors and tie knots, we need you there! Two 

community service hours will be fulfilled for those who participate.   

Cadet Activities will be hosting a cookie-gram event for Valentine’s Day. Cadets can see Ms. Hill to 

order their fresh-baked cookies with a personalized message to be delivered during lunch on 

February 7th. All proceeds will be used to pay for the Project Linus blankets.   

Finally, cadets will accompany Ms. Hill for Operation Cookie Deployment the morning of February 

10th. We will be helping pack boxes for our troops overseas. Enjoy your weekend! 
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 Say I appreciate your friendship!  

 Order your Valentine Cookie-gram 

   

$1.oo each- Includes special personalized message! 

 

 

Order your cookies for friends, faculty, YOURSELF…. 
see Ms. Hill until Feb 7

th
, 2018 

All deliveries made at Advisory Lunch 2/7/2018 

ALL PROCEEDS GO TO fund our PROJECT LINUS BLANKETS 

 


